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GREETING FROM 


MR. LOUIS LIPSKY 

Chairman, 25th Anniversary Committee 
oF JEWISH FRONTIER 

45 East 17TH STREET 

New York 3, N. Y. 





Dear Mr. Lipsky: 


The Officers of the United Jewish Appeal take deep pleasure in 
extending good wishes to JEWISH FRONTIER on the occasion of its 


25th anniversary. 


Throughout the 25 years of its existence, JEWISH FRONTIER has 
occupied a unique position in the world of American-Jewish letters. 
Its devotion to Jewish life, hopes and aspirations and to the people of 
Israel has been a tower of strength to all who are committed to putting 
an end to Jewish homelessness, poverty and oppression. Its literary 
standards have added immeasurably to the cultural atmosphere of 
American Jewry. 


We are deeply aware of the contributions of JEWISH FRONTIER 
in helping the National Labor Council of the United Jewish Appeal 
bring its message of the UJA’s life-saving, life-building programs to the 
American Jewish community and we hope that your journal will prove 
even more important in this regard in the future. 


We extend our warm good wishes to JEWISH FRONTIER for 
many more years as a major instrument of Jewish expression and cul- 
ture in our American society, and among Jews everywhere. 


Cordially, 
JOSEPH MEYERHOFF 


General Chairman 


HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 


Executive Vice-Chairman 
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RONTIR 
Editorial Comment 
i C 
Our Stand 
3 (Editorial Reprinted from the First Issue of the Jewish Frontier, Dec., 1934) 
: jlgn THOUGHTFUL Jew can no longer escape choly discovery that there is no place for an 
the conviction that he must take a definite ipso facto solution of the Jewish question even 

stand in regard to the pressing Jewish problems in the land of social revolution. 

of our time. Assimilation as a conscious program 
' ‘has long become an anachronism; indifference JT 1s true that Jews are becoming an organic 
has replaced the assimilationist viewpoint among part of the Soviet economic structure in in- 
fairly large Jewish circles. This indifference, creasing numbers. A considerable number of 

esentially a masked form of assimilation, though Jews have been settled on the land. An even 


still widespread, has lately begun to yield to larger number have been absorbed by industry 
an increasing sense of unease. Recent economic and by many branches of government service. 
—— =} and political developments, together with the Insofar as the concrete economic problems of 
social neuroses that followed in their wake, have Soviet Russia are being solved in general, they 
‘f brought the Jew again sharply face to face with are also being solved for Russian Jewry. Pro- 
F the eternal Jewish question. He has to realize vided there are no unexpected upheavals one 
"ip that the business of being a Jew may be either may hope that in time there will remain no 
- fa blessing or a curse, but that apathy is im- ‘“‘declassed” Jews, but that all will be “re-classed” 
. 2 possible. into the economic structure of the huge workers’ 
- 4 The catastrophic events in Germany have country. This process of economic integration, 
. “ profoundly agitated every Jew. Unless one in- however, is accompanied by national disintegra- 
"4, dulges in Germanophobia on principle and be- tion . National individuality, the cultural entity 
_ 4 lieves in the inherent barbarism and wickedness of a group which draws its vital sap from its 
. Sip of the German soul, one must ask whether such own sources, is lost. For this no one is to blame. 
- SP paroxysms are not possible in other civilized Within the limitations of the Soviet regime 
‘¥ countries under given conditions of national (thanks to these limitations Zionism is perse- 
~ stress, Those who are not in the habit of think- cuted, Hebrew is taboo, and the religious ex- 
the Pat 2 in terms of “‘saintly-nations” and “sinner- pressions of national feeling are barely tolerated) 
40 ce nations,” see in the German happenings mani- the Jewish population enjoys all legal rights for 
| ‘stations of subconscious forces which lead an the development of its individuality. Theo- 
‘independent life under a thin layer of rational-_ retically, Jews enjoy a wide cultural autonomy: 
= >| ‘m, and break out into the open at the first Jewish courts, Yiddish-speaking State schools, 





favorable opportunity. Such a realization causes a Jewish theatre subsidized by the State, and 
asharpened sense of personal insecurity and iso- Jewish publishing houses which are maintained 
lation in whatever environment the Jewish mi- by government funds. But legal rights are merely 
nority finds itself. the fig-leaf to cover the collective impotence 
Naturally enough, many modern Jews find of a group which seeks to retain its own spiritual 
| themselves glancing hopefully at the antithesis of culture without its own economic structure. 
the German tragedy—the communist experi- The Jewish courts do not function; a steadily 
/ment in Soviet Russia. Even non-communists decreasing minority of Jewish children study 
have ample reason for considering the eventful in the Jewish schools; Yiddish is being in- 
October revolution of 1917 as the most signifi- creasingly supplanted not only by Russian but 
cant milestone in the history of a new world. by Ukrainian and White Russian. It is an open 
| The modern Jew has a specific psychic impulse secret that an intensive process of “Red assimi- 
| toward a country where radical change in social- lation” is going on in Russia. From the stand- 
economic conditions goes hand-in-hand with a point of the national will to live, it makes 
vigorous fight for racial and national equality little difference to the Jew whether he is molten 
and where every vestige of anti-Semitism is in the liberal or in the socialist melting-pot. 
staunchly repressed. However, a closer exami- The threat of national destruction is an actual 
ation of the formulated and unformulated one for Soviet Jewry. A new “goluth” feeling 
Problems of Soviet Jewry leads one to the melan- is developing which explains in great measure 
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the awakened interest in Biro-Bidjan as a Jewish 
national territory. The very existence of the 
Biro-Bidjan experiment supports our thesis that 
social revolution as such is incapable of solving 
the Jewish problem in its full scope. Biro-Bidjan 
is a Soviet edition of Zionism, Russian Jewry’s 
confession of homelessness. It is a new expression 
of the old idea that no general social changes can 
automatically solve the Jewish problem. 


[N THE light of these new experiments—the 

nightmare of the German calamity, and the 
danger of the Russian “idyll”—the Jewish Fron- 
tier will fight for the concentration of Jewish 
energy on Palestine so as to create a home for 
those millions of Jews who feel themselves econ- 
omically, politically or spiritually homeless in 
various countries of the world. 

We give preference to Palestine as a potential 
Jewish territory, first of all because of its rich 
historic and traditional associations—‘imponder- 
abilia” which furnish immense treasuries of 
creative energy. Besides this sentimental motive, 
which even the most realistic calculations cannot 
ignore as a source of national inspiration, we 
insist on the primacy of Palestine on more 
tangible grounds. The energy displayed by the 
pioneering elements of our people over the space 
of nearly half a century represents national 
capital which must be increased. The pioneering 
spirit of Jewish workers has already created the 
necessary foundation of an extensive agricultural 
and industrial mass colonization. More Jews are 
entering into Palestine today than into any other 
country in the world. An annual immigration 
of forty or fifty thousand Jews is no longer 
utopian. It is fast becoming an established fact. 
The results already achieved in Palestine are 
in themselves a sufficient stimulus for investing 
still more national energy. They are ample 
warrant for considering Palestine the chief chan- 
nel for the flow of Jewish energy. 


At the same time we must give ourselves a 
strict accounting of the dangers which threaten 
the reconstruction-work in Palestine. We are 
considering now not so much the outer, purely 
political, dangers as the inner ones. It would be 
the greatest calamity—as well as folly—if Pales- 
tine were transformed merely into a refuge for 
Jewish capital without Jewish labor; if the Jews 
of Palestine were to figure primarily as employers 
while labor should be recruited from other 
national groups. Such a Jewish society would 
have neither a firm moral nor material base. 
It would become a national shame. A country 
belongs to those who labor on it and not to 
those who hold the “title.” We will therefore 
struggle with all our might against the narrow 
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selfishness of those Jewish elements, in and oy 
of Palestine, who would be guilty of nation/f 
treason because of petty class interests. The 
groups are hindering Jewish labor in its efor 
to become an organic part of the economj 
structure of the country and are underminix 
the foundations of the national renaissance 
Therefore in all fundamental reconstructig, 
problems we will support the “Histadrut 
ovdim”—the organization of 50,000 Jewis 
workers whose aim is to create a homeland base 
on cooperative principles and founded on soci 
justice. We see in the Histadrut not a party 
organization, not a sect which canonized dog-f 
mas, but the most vital instrument of nation 
responsibility. This body of Jewish labor yil 
keep the Jewish homeland from being trans. 
formed into a new Congo or a new Liberia. Th: 
struggle of the Histadrut for Jewish labor, fx 
the dignity of labor in general and for th 
dignity of Jewish labor on Jewish soil in pur. 
ticular; its formation of independent economir 
cells in agriculture and industry which wil 
serve as the beginnings of a future cooperativ 
society in Palestine—will receive our active 
assistance. 


WE CONSIDER the creation of a land of Jewish 

workers in Palestine as the chief task of ow 
generation. This does not mean, however, thi 
we will disregard the tormenting problems ¢ 
Jews in the Diaspora countries. We consider 
it our function to mirror the Jewish struggk 
for existence in the difficult transition period 
which whole countries and continents are nov 
experiencing. Because we are ‘“Palestine-cer- 
tric,” we cannot ignore the Diaspora. We cam- 
not be indifferent to the problems of worl 
Jewry in general or American Jewry in pat 
ticular because the Diaspora is the reservoir from 
which the Jewish homeland must be fed, ani 
because we feel that the anguished problems ¢ 
Jews the world over must be examined in th 
light of our analysis. Heartened by the socit 
and cultural rejuvenation of the Jewish worke 
in Palestine, we will conscientiously seek meat 
of reconstructing our local Jewish life on tk 
basis of productive labor and a more individu 
alized cultural life. 


We believe that the new values created 1 
Palestine—the rapture of pioneering, the et 
nobling of human labor, the heroic attemp 
to elevate social relationships—are beginninip 
to stimulate Jewish life everywhere. We setif 
to strengthen the dynamic influence of Labof 
Palestine on Jewish life in America by meat 
of an informed, alert public opinion. Par 
ticularly today, when reaction and suicidal cv’ 
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pidity threaten to invalidate all that has been 
achieved in Palestine, we feel that there must 
be a publication which will interpret contem- 
porary events in Palestine and take its stand 
on the frontiers of Jewish life throughout the 
world. We represent that synthesis in Jewish 
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thought, which is nationalist without being 
chauvinist, and which stands for fundamental 
economic reconstruction without being com- 
munist. Only such a synthesis, represented by 
Labor Palestine can answer the need of the 
disorientated modern Jew. 


Looking Back — and Forward 


HAT remains of “Our Stand” after twenty- 

five years? Written by Hayim Greenberg 
to define the policy of the new magazine, it 
represented the views of the editors and of the 
Labor Zionist movement as a whole. Such was 
our assessment of the current scene as we sur- 
veyed it at the close of 1934. Now, as I reread 
these confident words with the benefit of hind- 
sight, the errors of judgment are plain. We 
wrote of the German “nightmare” and the Rus- 
sian “idyll” in a complete and terrifying inno- 
cence, for it is obvious that we had not the 
feeblest notion as to the course that history 
would actually take in Germany and Russia. In 
both instances we were too optimistic. Though 
we spoke ominously of the German “tragedy” 
and “calamity,” we had no inkling as to where 
Hitler’s pronouncements would lead. In our 
blindness we were not unique; yet if any group 
might have been in a position to assess the seri- 
ousness of the threat it should have been those 
disciplined in an ideology which had repeatedly 
analyzed and foretold the fate of Jewry among 
the host nations of the European diaspora. We 
were glibly familiar with the diagrams of dis- 
aster drawn by our chief theoreticians, such as 
Syrkin and Borochow, but we could neither 
recognize the reality nor face the concrete de- 
duction. Our alarm remained general and 
abstract. 

Of Soviet Russia, too, we took an unduly rosy 
view. Though we were free of the popular en- 
chantment with the Soviet Union current among 
liberals in the ’thirtie-—from this we were pre- 
served by our social democratic aversion to 
dictatorship in all its brutal manifestations—we 
were, nevertheless, naive. While warning against 
“red assimilation,” we applauded the country 
“where radical change in social-economic condi- 
tions goes hand-in-hand with a vigorous fight 
for racial and national equality, and where every 
vestige of anti-Semitism is staunchly repressed.” 
Our fear for Soviet Jewry was, ironically, that 
it would surrender itself wholly to the Soviet 
promise of international brotherhood, not that 
it would be forced to maintain a pained identity 





Here 


under the pressure of discrimination. 
again we erred on the side of optimism. 

In regard to Palestine, however, we read the 
future right. Our estimate of the role of Jewish 
labor in the creation of the Jewish homeland 
proved prophetic, and our view of the Histadrut 
today has overtones which could not have been 
foreseen at the time of writing: “This body of 
Jewish labor will keep the Jewish homeland from 
being transformed into a new Congo or a new 
Liberia.” Of course, in 1934 we meant merely 
that by virtue of the Jewish workers the Jewish 
land as yet to be created would avoid the morally 
and economically untenable prospect of becom- 
ing a society consisting of Jewish capitalists and 
native labor. Today, we may add to the original 
intent the bloody instructions of the contem- 
porary scene. We now appreciate the dubious 
victory of independence without adequate prep- 
arations. In Palestine, pioneer labor prepared 
the way for the mature acceptance of the re- 
sponsibilities that go with independence. This was 
the unique contribution of that huge network 
of nation-building activities which goes under 
the name of Histadrut. 

One sentence of our original manifesto we 
could reprint today without change or qualifi- 
cation: ““We represent that synthesis in Jewish 
thought which is nationalist without being 
chauvinist, and which stands for fundamental 
economic reconstruction without being com- 
munist.” Whatever mistakes we may have made 
in regard to particulars, our view of the funda- 
mental answer to the Jewish problem remains 
unaltered. It has only been strengthened by 
the course of events in the last twenty-five years. 
Unfortunately, even our errors only served to 
underline the essential correctness of the basic 
position stated in 1934. 


HEN we launched the Jewish Frontier our 
problem, like that of other Zionist journals, 
was to bring information on subjects unknown 
to and ignored by the general public. It is hard 
for the contemporary newspaper reader who 
follows the political squabbles in Israel’s Cabinet 
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in headlines in the New York Times and hears 
the utterances of Ben-Gurion or other Israeli 
luminaries quoted regularly on radio and TV 
to appreciate the blank wall of unconcern 
through which we strove to bore, always with 
the meagerest of resources. If we wrote about 
the drama of pioneering or the collective settle- 
ments, it was not only propaganda, it was news. 
There was a precious store of ideas and informa- 
tion to which we had the key. This sense of a dif- 
ficult but singular challenge glowed in the early 
meetings of our first editors, Hayim Greenberg 
and Hayim Fineman and their associates. ‘This 
conviction, that we were bearers of tidings in 
the Jargest sense, was a source of power which 
kept us hopefully going from month to month 
and from year to year. 


We had another great asset when we began— 
the personality of Hayim Greenberg. We may 
have been a small, struggling journal but in our 
editor we had not only a serious and brilliant 
writer, a scholar with an extraordinary range 
of interests, but a man with a special ethical and 
philosophic approach to the political questions 
we were constantly examining. With all his 
grace and wealth of anecdote, Greenberg was 
never a journalist when he wrote of the topics 
of the day and he imposed the integrity of his 
approach on the rest of us. It was primarily 
due to his cosmopolitan political experience 
that we avoided some of the egregious errors of 
judgment committed by our fellow liberals in 
the ’thirties. Greenberg’s personal knowledge of 
Soviet Russia after the revolution as well as his 
Socialist doctrine enabled him to assess accurate- 
ly events mystifying to well-intentioned Amer- 
ican liberals. Due to his insistence, the first 
English study of the Moscow Trials based on the 
Russian protocols of the trials appeared in our 
magazine. (“The Moscow Trials,” April, May, 
1936, by Marie Syrkin.) It was something of 
a coup at the time particularly in view of the 
widespread reluctance of American intellectuals 
to accept the meaning of the evidence in regard 
to the nature of the Stalin dictatorship. At the 
same time, Greenberg never ignored the idealistic 
promise of the Russian Revolution as his won- 
derfully eloquent plea, “To A Communist 
Friend,” testified. 


Sometimes, the very catholicity of Green- 
berg’s interests led us into difficulties which 
shrewder publicists might have avoided. The 
figure among living men whom Greenberg most 
venerated was Gandhi. The Indian leader’s lack 
of sympathy for Zionism and his refusal to ap- 
preciate our relationship to Palestine troubled 
Greenberg deeply. Confident that the Nazi 
persecutions would have affected the champion 
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of India’s independence, we invited Gandhi ty 
state his views afresh; this he did in terms little 
calculated to please adherents of Zionism. |p 


the same article (March, 1939), he also sug. F 


gested that German Jewry practice non-violent 


resistance to Hitler and accept martyrdom in 
It never occurred to anyon 
on the Jewish Frontier that we were not obliged 7 


a saintly fashion. 


to print this counsel. Greenberg wrote a mov- 
ing and effective rejoinder in which he reveren- 
tially punched holes in Gandhi’s arguments and 


we sent the issue into the world trusting that f 


Greenberg’s polemical skill would counteract 
Gandhi’s adverse statements. Naturally, we 
should have anticipated what happened. The 


press picked up the Gandhi article and gave full | 
publicity to Gandhi’s anti-Zionist pronounce. | 


ments whereas Greenberg’s admirable rejoinder 
went unnoticed. Appeals to fair play did not 
help—fair play remained our exclusive com- 
modity. 

The lesson, however, was not wholly lost, 
When years later an ideological “enemy” asked 
for space in the Jewish Frontier to state his 
position, I, true to our tradition of intellectual 
tolerance, agreed. It was only when the foe 
made the tactical error of asking me before pub- 
lication to arrange for thousands of reprints that 
I realized that his organization would publicize 
the hostile article under our insignia—with no 
rejoinders attached. ‘The manuscript was re- 
turned. 


ASS THE nature of the Nazi program became 

apparent the Jewish community found itself 
before an even starker wall of apathy and un- 
belief than had faced us in regard to Palestine. 
The general public did not know and did not 
care to know anything about Zionism. The fate 
of European Jewry was another matter. People 
did not know and did not dare to know. The 
general press sometimes carried a few lines in 
the back pages about some fresh Nazi abomina- 
tion. There was no room or zeal for “atrocity 
stories.” The great horror of the 20th century 
had no “coverage.” It was too dreadful to 
believe and too monstrous for quick breakfast 
perusal. 

The Jewish press, too, did not at once give 
credence to the reports that reached it. I have 
a painfully vivid recollection of a gathering of 
Anglo-Jewish journalists called by Dr. Kubovy 
in August, 1942. He told us of reports smuggled 
out of Nazi-occupied Europe which told of the 
Hitler extermination program, and he suggested 
that we try to alert American public opinion. 
Though we listened gloomily we did not really 
hear him; it was beyond our comprehension. 
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That September, the Jewish Frontier received 
4 communication from the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee which gave a circumstantial account of 
the death-trains and the gas-chambers. The 
report had already been published in the Yiddish 
press but no word of it had appeared in English. 
[ remember the perplexity with which we read, 
for the first time, an accurate description of 
that journey to the crematoria traveled by mil- 
lions. Such things could not happen and we did 
not believe; at the same time, the report came 
from a source to be taken seriously. We solved 
the impasse in a manner which seems idiotic to 
me now, and it is hard for me to reconstruct 
the state of mind in which we hit on our solu- 
tion. We were afraid wholly to ignore the report 
and we were equally afraid to give it the kind 
of publicity it merited, if true. As a compromise, 
we printed the first record of the great agony 
to appear in English in small print in the back 
pages of the magazine for September, 1942. But 
we learned fast. Within the next month the 
reports began to pile up and we began to believe 
the unbelievable with a frightening rapidity. 
We skipped the October issue; we came out in 
November with a special issue, in black borders, 
devoted to the martyrdom of European Jewry. 
It was the first attempt to inform America of 
what was taking place. 

From this point on American Jewry knew. It 
was wholly dependent for its knowledge on the 
Anglo-Jewish and Yiddish press. The general 
press maintained a silence to be broken rarely 
and feebly until the American army entered the 
concentration camps. The only way to acquaint 
and alarm a wider public was to purchase ad- 
vertising space. I remember a number of oc- 
casions when Jewish organizations bought a full 
page in the great metropolitan dailies to tell the 
world the facts which it so resolutely did not 
want to hear. 

The yellowing issues of the Jewish Frontier 
through the ’forties and into the “fifties carry 
the record of the great disaster and the great 
triumph. It was our fortune to write not only 
of concentration camps, D.P.s, and the illegal 
ships, but of the hope fulfilled in the creation 
of Israel. 


So MucH for the past. What of the future? 

Our function has changed—that is the price 
and reward of victory. Thanks to the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish State there are wider 
channels for the distribution of information 
about Israel than the pages of the Jewish 
Frontier or of any other Anglo-Jewish journal. 
Our task, we trust, will never again be as dra- 
matic as in the past, but though its immediate 
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urgency may not appear as spectacular our basic 
responsibilities remain. Contemporary Ameri- 
can Jewry, particularly the generation now 
reaching maturity to whom the events of the 
last decades already have the remoteness of his- 
tory, requires the kind of education and ideo- 
logical direction which had been the classic 
province of the whole Zionist movement till 
1948. Labor Zionism has a special and pertinent 
light to throw on the problems of Israel and of 
diaspora Jewry. Present events indicate how 
acute are the divisions on questions of principle 
in Israel. The general press may report clashes 
of personality or political sensations of the mo- 
ment, but only an ideologically committed 
movement, which understands the deeper issues 
involved, and, more important, has convictions 
in regard to the ultimate solution of these issues 
can interpret and lead. The forces shaping the 
Jewish State are still fluid. It is important that 
American Jewry understand the ideological mo- 
tivations of controversy as well as receive need- 
ful information. 


The Jewish Frontier never claimed to be non- 
partisan. We are not non-partisan today. In 
1934, we hoped for the eventual establishment 
of a Jewish state based on the principles of 
economic and social justice. Today we are con- 
cerned that the foundations raised in that spirit 
be strengthened and maintained. Twenty-five 
years ago we defined our hopes in regard to the 
development of American life and the role of 
the United States. During this period we have 
been steadily allied with organized American la- 
bor and we have fought for the realization of 
the American dream no less than for our partic- 
ular Jewish dream. Our concern for the imple- 
mentation of the great American promise in 
regard to social equality and economic well- 
being on the national scene has always been ex- 
plicit and determined. On the international 
scene we have taken our stand in the struggle 
between democracy and totalitarianism on all 
the fronts where it has been fought. The dreams 
are not yet realized, the struggles are not over. 
While such is the case, we must reiterate “Our 
Stand” and continue as bravely in its support 
as our Capacities permit. 


Marie SyYRKIN 








Because of this special anniversary 
issue, our quarterly Section Two, 
“Israel Seen From Within,” will 


appear in our April issue. 
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Pinchas Cruso at Seventy 


OINCIDING with the 25th anniversary of the 

Jewish Frontier is the celebration of the 
70th birthday of Pinchas Cruso by the Labor 
Zionist movement throughout the country. This 
is no mere accident of the calendar. From its 
very inception, Cruso has been much more than 
a “manager.” More than anyone else, his per- 
sonality and persistence have been responsible 
for the continued publication of our magazine. 
In many ways, he has put his stamp upon it 
as much as did its editors and contributors. At 
seventy, his ebullient spirit and vision for the 
future improvements of the Jewish Frontier 
and the enlargement of its circle of readers 
continue to inspire and goad us on. 

His long public career has been characterized 
by sustained energy and devotion. A member 
of the Second Aliyah, Cruso worked side by 
side with comrades such as Itzhak Ben-Zvi, 
David Ben-Gurion (then David Green), and 
Avner. He soon came under the spell of A.D. 
Gordon, whose personality and teachings exerted 
a tremendous influence upon him. To Cruso, 
halutziut has always meant the dedication of 
one’s self, one’s life and labors to national service, 
wherever and however required. This principle 
he carried out in America by accepting every 
duty to which the Labor Zionist movement 
called him. Thus, when the movement estab- 
lished its first folk-schools and desperately 
needed teachers, he became one of the first, 
notwithstanding his own misgivings about his 
qualifications. In the People’s Relief Campaign 
during World War I, and later when the Peo- 
ple’s Tool Campaign for the workers in Pales- 
tine was established, he was in the front rank. 
When Poale Zion decided to establish a youth 
movement, he was its first Secretary. In a time 
of crisis for the senior organization, he took on 
the onerous task of Secretary of Poale Zion. 
And so it has been throughout the years: with 
every new development in the movement—the 
establishment of the Histadrut Campaign, the 
League for Labor Palestine, the Jewish Frontier 
—Cruso’s role was that of the pioneer path- 
breaker. 

Today, in the fullness of years, he is the 
President of the Labor Zionist Organization 
of America-Poale Zion, a member of the Pre- 
sidium of the World Zionist Actions Committee, 
and a Vice-Chairman of the American Zionist 
Council, besides representing his movement with 
distinction on other central Jewish bodies. 
Everywhere, he is esteemed by his colleagues 
for his human warmth, humor, integrity and 
perceptiveness. 
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For us of the Jewish Frontier Pinchas Crug 


is first, but not only, the head of the Amer. 7 
ican Labor Zionist movement, the President of § 
We honor him 
for his long record of service and devotion, He | 
is an integral part of the history of American | 
In addi. F 


the Poale Zion Organization. 


Labor Zionism from its beginnings. 
tion, he has a special place in our affections par. 
ticularly related to this journal. 


co-operation. 


licized but the testimony is to be found in every 


bound volume of the Jewish Frontier since 1934, | 


On his seventieth birthday we congratulate him 
wholeheartedly and gratefully. 


that he will long continue to encourage and de- 
light his colleagues with his warmth and humor. 
Finally, we hope that the Labor Zionist move- 


ment as a whole will long continue to bh | 


strengthened and to grow under his guidance. 








From Ambassador Harman 


I well remember the first appearance of 
the Jewish Frontier twenty-five years ago 
and its influence on the Jewish youth in 
Great Britain. The Jewish Frontier made its 
appearance in the early years of a rising 
Nazism in a period which was marked by 
confusion, despair and no small degree of 
impotence. As I recall it the Jewish Frontier 
was to no inconsiderable extent responsible 
for strengthening the spirit of resistance to 
Nazism and for clarifying the goals of the 
Jewish struggle. 


The twenty-five years that have passed 
since the Jewish Frontier’s first appearance 
have, of course, witnessed a great transfor- 
mation in the status and fortunes of Jewry. 
The Jewish Frontier itself has played an 
outstanding role in shaping the Jewish 
forces which have contributed to this trans- 
formation. 

It is good to know that the instrument 
created by Hayim Greenberg continues 
with vigor to serve its readers as a challenge. 


AVRAHAM HaRMAN 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 
January 31, 1961 


As Manager § 
of the Jewish Frontier since its inception, no issye | 
has appeared without his watchful eye and active 7 
The miracles he has repeatedly | 
achieved in making possible the regular appear. | 
ance of this magazine may not have been pub. | 


We trust that | 
under his wizardry many more volumes of the | 
Jewish Frontier will be added to the shelves and | 
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What Motivates Ben-Gurion? 


by Moshe 


N EDITORIAL footnote to my article in the 
A January Jewish Frontier noted that a 
Cabinet committee had ‘“‘completely exonerated” 
Pinhas Lavon, and that the Cabinet endorsed 
the findings. Unfortunately, that was not the 
end of the “Affair.” It erupted once again, with 
greater force, and this time not only the career 
of Lavon as Secretary-General of the Histadrut 
was at stake, but the future of Ben-Gurion 
and Mapai, the Israel Labor Party. What we 
have been faced with is, consequently, a crisis of 
Israel’s democracy. 

First of all, it is as well to be clear about 
the facts. The Cabinet committee did not “com- 
pletely exonerate” Pinhas Lavon of all responsi- 
bility for the “security mishap” of 1954, as 
appeared at first sight two months ago. It 
was not a judicial committee of inquiry, and 
it was for this reason that Ben-Gurion vigorous- 
ly objected to its establishment. It was mandated 
to examine the documents in the case on be- 
half of the Cabinet and recommend what further 
steps, if any, were required. The committee 
headed by Supreme Court Justice Hayim Cohn, 
appointed by Mr. Ben-Gurion as Defense Minis- 
ter at the end of August, had been concerned 
with a question of restricted scope; whether 
two army officers had given false evidence in 
1954 on the responsibility for the order to 
carry out a certain security operation which had 
disastrous results. The Cohn committee found 
that these officers had, in fact, suborned a third 
person to give false evidence in 1954; it did 
not explicitly pronounce on the question of 
whether Lavon had or had not given the fatal 
order. The Cabinet committee of 1959 felt 
itself able to go a stage further. It declared, 
on the basis of the documents before it, that 
in its opinion Lavon had not given the order. 

When its findings were submitted to the 
Cabinet, Ben-Gurion objected on two grounds. 
First, he declared, the committee had committed 
a fundamental breach of democratic principles 
by coming to these conclusions merely on the 
basis of an examination of the documents, with- 
out calling witnesses and allowing the interested 
parties to confront and cross-examine each other, 
Though it was composed of political personali- 
ties, and not of judges, it had usurped the func- 
tions of the judiciary without even using ju- 
dicial procedure. Furthermore, the question it 





Moshe Bar-Natan, Israeli political commentator, is our 
regular Israeli correspondent. 


Bar-Natan 


had considered was still too narrow. The actual 
giving of the order was only the last step in a 
prolonged process of planning and discussion, 
and the Minister of Defense could not be ex- 
onerated of all responsibility for the actions 
of his subordinates even if it were proved that 
in the final stage one of them had exceeded his 
responsibilities. 

It was not Ben-Gurion who had insisted on 
going into this matter of ancient history. When 
he returned to the Ministry of Defense in 1955, 
after Lavon’s resignation, he was content to 
let sleeping dogs lie, though he removed the 
officer concerned* to another post in view of 
the slur on his character. But now that the mat- 
ter had been raised by Lavon in the most public 
fashion, it should be probed to the root. Ben- 
Gurion felt that he could not accept moral 
responsibility for a procedure which he regarded 
as a violation of basic democratic principles, 
and for a verdict which had failed to get to the 
bottom of the matter, although he declared 
that he had no doubts as to the sincerity and 
integrity of his Cabinet colleagues. 


As he explained later, he made up his mind 
to resign so as to leave no doubt as to his attitude, 
but postponed his resignation because he did 
not wish to cause a Cabinet crisis during the 
Zionist Congress, as well as because of certain 
other pressing government business, the nature 


of which he did not disclose. 


ALL tus, however, was only one aspect of 

the Affair. Besides the question of Lavon’s 
behavior in 1954, there was now the question 
of his behavior at the end of 1959 and the be- 
ginning of 1960. If he had been content to 
await the findings of the Cohn Committee, the 
whole matter would probably have blown over 
without much trouble. He had insisted, how- 
ever, on submitting his claims to the Foreign 
Affairs and Security Committee of the Knesset. 
Before this body he had not been content to deal 
with the question of who gave the order; he 
had launched out into a series of far-reaching 
charges, affecting public confidence in the Army 
and casting grave aspersions on Shimon Peres, 
now Deputy Minister of Defense, and by im- 
plication on Ben-Gurion himself. He had sup- 
plied, with apparent eagerness and gusto, ample 
material to all forces hostile to his own party, 
and had in fact become the center of an anti- 
Mapai coalition. The entire press, with the 
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exceptions of Davar, the non-party Haaretz, 
and the English-language Jerusalem Post, had 
taken up the hue and cry. Davar, as the organ 
of the Histadrut, had been unable to give its 
usual support to the policy of Mapai, the ma- 
jority party in the Labor Federation. Mapai, 
divided against itself and not wishing to feed 
the flames of controversy, had been silenced. 
None of its rivals had ever damaged it so much, 
or had so gravely undermined public confidence 
in the integrity of the Armed Forces, as Pinhas 
Lavon had now done. 

It was the latter that hurt Ben-Gurion most. 
He is no militarist; on many occasions, with 
transparent sincerity, he has expressed his pro- 
found regret at the need to devote his attention 
for the past fifteen years to the training and 
organization of men for the purpose of armed 
conflict. But he is deeply convinced that Israel 
must look to her defenses, not for reasons of 
prestige or generalized national interests, but 
because she is faced with a deadly menace to 
her very existence. Other nations, he has pointed 
out, may be defeated in war and then rise to 
fight again. An Arab victory, on the other hand, 
would mean the end of Israel and might well 
mean the extermination of her people; she can- 
not survive unless she has armed forces strong 
enough to deter the Arabs from starting a war. 
Moreover, her military strength depends not 
only on the quality of her armaments and the 
training of her soldiers, but first and foremost 
on superiority in morale. And since, in case 
of need, the fighting would have to be done 
by the reserves—which means by the nation’s 
entire fit manpower—any injury to the peo- 
ple’s confidence in the loyalty and integrity 
of its armed forces is a grievous blow at Israel’s 
capacity for survival. 

For the first time, he felt, a leader of Mapai 
had struck such a blow, and he himself could 
not continue in office so long as such a man 
maintained his high position in his party’s coun- 
sels, representing it in the Secretaryship of the 
Histadrut—one of the key positions in Israel’s 
public affairs—in spite of the grave damage he 
had done to the country’s most vital interests. 

It was only natural that the Opposition should 
eagerly seize on this opportunity of striking 
at the strongest force in Israel’s political life— 
and this includes the “Opposition within the 
Coalition”: the left-wing Mapam and Achdut 
Ha’avoda parties. Besides, they, as well as Ma- 
pai’s Progressive (liberal) and religious partners, 
were hurt by his aspersions against the work 
of their representatives on the Cabinet com- 
mittee. Here was an opportunity to damage 
not only Mapai, but the prestige of Ben-Gurion 
himself. At the same time, they realized—and 
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this realization found expression even in th 
press which supported Lavon—that it would 


not do to go too far. A disastrous split in Mapai F 
which would reduce it to political impotence | 
would be a shattering blow to the stability of F 
Israel’s democracy, for no other party is even} 
within measurable distance of being able t / 


take its place. And at one time it seemed possibk 
that Mapai might indeed be paralysed by th 
controversy. 


For weexs the party’s mazkirut (literally, 
“secretariat,” but in reality a national ex. 
ecutive with thirty-odd members) held a long 


series of exhausting and agonizing debates in | 


an effort to find a solution. One the one hand, 
there was the imminent danger that it might 
find itself split down the middle and without 
the leader who commanded such widespread 
allegiance not only within the party but als 
among all sections of the nation. On the other 
hand, there was a profound reluctance to take 
the momentous step of expressly demanding the 
resignation of a distinguished comrade who had 
given the Histadrut bold and vigorous leadership, 

The dilemma was made even more painful 
by the action of a group of university lecturers 
and students who raised the cry that Israel's 
democracy was in danger. Lavon was being 
hounded, they declared, only because he had 
insisted on seeking rehabilitation despite the fiat 
of Ben-Gurion. This was a struggle for power, 
they said, between the “Young Turk” group 
of Peres, Dayan and others, supported by the 
Prime Minister, against the veterans. The 
“Affair,” they insisted, was only a pretext. And 
it cannot be denied that Lavon’s struggle caught 
the imagination of many of the public, who 
accepted the press picture of him as a lonely 
figure fighting to clear his name. 

These accusations were based on a miscon- 
ception of the character of Ben-Gurion. It is 
strange that a man whose every action and word 
attracts publicity as a magnet draws iron filings 
should be so widely misunderstood. Perhaps 
the trouble is that people are not accustomed 
to believe in a public man who means exactly 
what he says. Ben-Gurion said that he would 
not be content with anything less than a ju- 
dicial committee and he meant just that. He 
said he would resign—and he did. While press 
and politicians were looking for concealed mean- 
ings he foxed them all by simply sticking to 
the plain sense of his statements. 

The most absurd allegation of all, in view 
of Ben-Gurion’s character and record, is that 
he is using defense considerations as a pretext 
in a struggle for power. He is no saint—he 
is a politician as well as a statesman, and he 
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well understands the realities of power, both 
within his own party and in relations with 
other parties—but there is one subject which 
he will not exploit as a means to a partisan end, 
and that is defense. If he had so desired, there 
seems little doubt that he could have persuaded 
his colleagues to support his plea for a judicial 
inquiry before the Cabinet committee presented 
its report. If he had told them that he could 
not continue in his post unless they agreed, it 
is hardly likely that they would have defied 
him. But it was just because this was a matter 
so closely involving defense—and therefore Is- 
rael’s survival—that he would not use the threat 
to resign as a weapon. He preferred to let the 
Ministers arrive at their own decision, after 
he had made his point of view perfectly clear— 
and when they decided, in his conviction, wrong- 
ly, he was ready to resign. Nothing less, he 
felt, could mark with sufficient force his re- 
jection of the committee’s methods and con- 
clusions, 

Of course, for the party it could not be quite 
so simple. It was all very well for Ben-Gurion 
to tell his colleagues that no one is indispensable, 
and that he was aware of at least three other 
suitable candidates for his post (apparently re- 
ferring to Eshkol, Dayan, and Sharett); but 
they could not take it so philosophically. Al- 
mogi, the Mapai Secretary, went absurdly far 
in declaring that without Ben-Gurion the State 
would “disintegrate,” but the feeling that every- 
thing possible must be done to make it possible 
for him to stay was almost universal. Undoubt- 
edly, the existence of this feeling created a 
powerful pressure on the party, and the result 
was the talk of a Ben-Gurion “dictatorship,” 
which began to spread among some of the in- 
tellectuals, with the enthusiastic support of the 
anti-Mapai press. 


[JT sEEMs to me that this was a symptom of a 

major misunderstanding of the nature of de- 
mocracy. Democracy means equality in voting- 
power, but it cannot mean equality in influence. 
Certain men acquire greater influence on opinion 
than others, whether it be through strength of 
character, the prestige of achievement, or the 
support of political parties. In a democracy, the 
leaders are subject to criticism and must be pre- 
pared to retire into private life when they lose 
the people’s confidence, but it is their right— 
indeed their duty—to advocate their views with 
all the force at their command. The prime min- 
ister in Israel is legally and constitutionally far 
weaker not only than the American president 
but even than the British premier. The only 
power he enjoys by law is the right to bring 
about the fall of the Government by his resig- 
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nation. All decisions are adopted by a majority 
vote of the Cabinet, in which, so far as I am 
aware, he does not even have a casting vote in 
case of a tie. If Ben-Gurion, by the force of 
his personality and the esteem in which he is 
held by the great majority of the people—in- 
cluding many thousands who vote for other 
parties in the expectation that he will be the 
prime minister—has acquired a power which 
is not written in the statute book, that is only 
one outcome of the free play of democratic 
forces. The fact that so many intelligent Israelis 
have failed to understand this is an indication 
of the immaturity from which our political life 
still suffers. 

Mapai was faced with a situation in which 
it seemed impossible that both Ben-Gurion and 
Lavon should remain in positions of great public 
responsibility at the same time. It was the logic 
of the last few months’ developments that dic- 
tated this conclusion, and not any explicit de- 
mand on Ben-Gurion’s part. Those who had been 
opposed to Lavon from the start were reinforced 
by a large middle group who would have pre- 
ferred to avoid a surgical operation but believed 
that there was no other way out than to ask 
Lavon to go. When Levi Eshkol, who had almost 
exhausted himself in efforts at mediation, came 
to the conclusion that this was the only solution 
to the crisis in the party, the result was no longer 
in doubt. 

At the time of writing, the negotiations on 
reconstitution of the Cabinet or the formation 
of a new one are beginning. It would be a bold 
man who would venture on a prophecy which 
will be confirmed or confuted by the time his 
words appear in print. There is no doubt, how- 
ever, that the continued health of Israel’s de- 
mocracy depends on the continued strength of 
the Israel Labor Party and the leadership of 
David Ben-Gurion. That strength and leader- 
ship have undoubtedly been dealt a severe blow 
by this painful crisis; every friend of Israel must 
hope that both will weather the storm. 








San Francisco, Calif. 
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Greetings on this important occasion from 
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versary of the Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael. 
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Patriotism and Plural Loyalties 


by Hayim Greenberg 


oe MAY well imagine a future, and not 
necessarily in a Messianic era, when the 
national sovereignties and local patriotisms of 
our time will be universally regarded as archaic 
features of a defunct civilization. It is entirely 
possible that relations of the individual to his 
local group, his people, nation, or religio-ethnic 
community may, some generations hence, lose 
much of the emotionally-tinged quality of mod- 
ern nationalism, or patriotism. Particular pa- 
triotisms, which in our time easily engender 
hostility and even bloodshed, may then be no 
more than local nuances of a single “world 
patriotism,” whose fatherland will be the globe. 
The idea of a world-fatherland is, of course, 
not new. It was not unknown to the Prophets, 
and it finds expression in later Jewish Messianic 
and eschatological literature also. In the Hellenic 
world, Diogenes was not the only one to hold 
that no state has a right to exist except a world 
state. Meleager, the father of the Greek An- 
thology, went even further than that. For him, 
all humans dwell in the bosom of one and the 
same motherland (this substitution for father- 
land was intentional)—the cosmos. Aristotle, 
with his empirical approach to social and po- 
litical phenomena, would naturally have rejected 
such cosmological mysticism in an analysis of 
“patriotism”: the borders of a state, in his view, 
should be confined within “earshot” distance— 
literally, to an area over all of which a human 
voice can be heard. (Such “parochialism” may 
seem less bizarre to us in the case of Aristotle, 
who lived in a world of little city-states, if we 
recall the following observation in The Federal- 
ist about the optimal extent of a state: “The 
natural limit is that distance from the center 
which will barely allow the representatives to 
meet as often as may be necessary.”) An 
Aristotle of the 20th century would certainly 
have had a different opinion from the Stagyrite 
sage: the distance between Tokyo and Wash- 
ington today is “smaller” than the distance be- 
tween Athens and Sparta in his time; in a world 
with radio communication it no longer makes 
sense to talk of “earshot” distance. The ancient 
utopias of a political universalism are becoming 
more and more capable of realization. 


In commemoration of the eighth anniversary of the 
death of Hayim Greenberg (March 14, 1953), we reprint 
two articles from The Inner Eye, a collection of his 
selected essays. A second edition has been published by 
the Jewish Frontier to make these profound and sensitive 
essays again available. 


But however practicable the idea of a globyl 
state, based upon a federal principle with local 
national autonomy, may already seem, we shall 
undoubtedly have to deal for a considerable 
period to come with a multiplicity of political 
sovereignties, as well as with greedy and suspi- 
cious nationalisms. The emergence of Israel a 
a sovereign state thus confronts certain Jewish 
groups with a new problem: whether their active 
interest in the upbuilding and political defens 
of the Jewish State may not in some sense be 
opposed to their patriotic obligations as citizens 
of the countries where they live. Both in Britain 
and America, certain organizations and _ bodies 
(not always anti-Zionist) have already issued 
special declarations concerning the indivisibility 
of their patriotism and loyalties, which are not 
to be affected by the fact that a Jewish State 
has arisen in Palestine. 

It is hard to judge how convincing such dec- 
larations will be to elements in the non-Jewish 
world who feel that they have reason to suspect 
pro-Zionist Jews of a lack of patriotism or of 
dual loyalties. A pathologically jealous woman 
will not believe any man faithful; to a man 
who considers the state as the object of absolute 
loyalty, to which all other loyalties must be 
subordinated at all times and under any circum- 
stances (or to one who pretends to hold this 
opinion), all his co-citizens are under constant 
suspicion of actual or potential treason. For 
idolators of the State—of one’s own state— 
every dissenter from this view is a traitor, in 
mind if not in deed. What, for example, was 
the attitude of such an idolator as André Gide 
in his ultra-nationalistic period? In a letter 
written to a friend concerning the Dreyfus af- 
fair in 1898, he said: “If saving an innocent 
Dreyfus involves any injury to the French State, 
everything should be done to make Dreyfus 
guilty, so that France may remain unstained.” 
Gide subordinated all other values and loyalties 
to the supreme loyalty which he at that time 
recognized—loyalty to “la patrie,” even if the 
latter fails in loyalty to its own deepest meaning. 

The 19th century “patriots? who called 
Anatole France a traitor and avenged themselves 
upon Emile Zola by excluding him from the 
Légion d’Honneur for the crime of defending 
Dreyfus “against France,” never charged, even 
at the height of the affair, that their opponents 
lacked feeling for, or even devotion to, theif 
country. As a matter of fact, even though 
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they did not use the expression, the charge made 
against the Dreyfusards by the French national- 


' ists of the time was one of “dual loyalties,” and 
| of giving precedence to a “subordinate” loyalty 


—to truth, to justice, to the cause of the Repub- 


| Jic’s moral physiognomy, over the patriotic du- 


ties to “France.” Had these men been English- 
men in the days of Cromwell, they would un- 
doubtedly have made the same accusation of 
“qual loyalty” against Milton. To English 
loyalists of that period, the king had the same 
significance as the army had to the French na- 
tionalists at the time of the Dreyfus affair—he 
was the symbol of country and the supreme ob- 
ject of loyalty. Milton, who boldly preached 
the right to execute a king if he is a tyrant, 
who accused some of the Puritans of having 
“seditious pity” for the crowned head, did not 
deny that “the crown” as an institution could 
have its place as an element in, or symbol of, 
English patriotism. The problem he confronted 
was, Which was the higher loyalty in the given 
historical situation? To this question he answered 
clearly and simply: “I only preferred Queen 
Truth to King Charles” (Eikonoclastes). In 
saying this, he was convinced that to serve 
Queen Truth was, not only in the specific situ- 
ation of England at that time but at all times 
and under all circumstances, much more patri- 
otic, in the final historical analysis, than to spare 
King Charles. 


[v Is WoRTH NotiING that the attitudes which 

some are inclined to condemn as “‘dual loyal- 
ties” may be found not only among citizens 
whose ethnic descent gives rise to cultural and 
emotional bonds with the inhabitants of some 
other sovereign country, or who have established 
such bonds through their personal experiences. 
It also occurs among citizens of a more average 
type, whose ethnic relationships, whether in- 
herited or personally established, are exclusively 
with the majority, or the native stock of their 
country, and who have no sentimental ties with 
any other land. The Doukhobors in Russia, the 
Hutterites and Mennonites in Germany, and the 
Quakers in England and America entertained 
(and, to a certain extent, still entertain) parallel 
loyalties, even though they were otherwise in- 
distinguishable from the rest of their co-na- 
tionals. The conflict between them and the 
patriotic fetishists of the state did not arise from 
a clash of two national loyalties, such as might 
have been the case, let us say, with an Irishman 
living in England twenty-odd years ago. It was 
in a certain sense a far deeper and more basic 
conflict; a conflict between imposed duties of 
a political and “anti-religious” character on the 
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one hand, and immediate ethical and religious, 
or, so to speak, “transcendental” duties, on the 
other. 

It was in essence the same clash between loyal- 
ties of relative validity and loyalties of absolute 
value and of a more metaphysical character 
which two millennia and a half ago already con- 
cerned not only Socrates and Plato, but also the 
Greek tragedians, especially Sophocles. Antigone 
knew that her brother Polynices, who fell in 
battle, had betrayed his country, and that the 
king had a right, under the laws of the state, 
to exact from his slain foe the penalty prescribed 
for such cases: “Leave him unwept, unburied, 
for the birds/to watch and feed on at their own 
sweet will.” But she also knew of another king- 
dom, where gods rule, and not flesh and blood. 
She was, in parallel allegiance, a citizen of that 
other kingdom of the immortals, and under its 
laws, as she knew them to be, no crime is great 
enough to leave a body unburied and unwept: a 
dead man not interred is forever cut off from the 
“other,” eternal world. For this reason, she 
herself rebelled against sovereignty, through 
bringing Polynices to his grave with due rites. 
She committed, as she herself says, a “holy 
crime”—a crime by the lights of the state, but 
a holy act, according to the demands of the 
gods. 

Antigone’s way, subordinating political loyal- 
ty to religious “loyalty,” giving the “law of 
heaven” precedence over the “‘law of the realm,” 
was meant to be the way of Christianity. But 
this tendency found expression historically in 
Christian “heresies,” not in its major current. 
The New Testament maxim to render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is 
God’s sounds very idyllic, but also very illusory. 
Caesar often demands what belongs to the Al- 
mighty, and Ged often quite categorically de- 
mands what Caesar claims for himself. What- 
ever grave faults we may ascribe to the Roman 
Church as a social or political factor in Western 
history, Catholicism was not only right, but true 
to its source, when it so vigorously opposed the 
famous principle of the Protestant Reformation 
(particularly in Germany): Cujus regio, ejus 
religio; a principle which empowers sovereigns 
to impose their own religion, whatever it might 
be, upon the whole population of their country. 
Catholicism rightly saw in this principle a 
secularization of matters of the spirit, an at- 
tempt to place loyalty to a prince, the contem- 
porary form of patriotism, above all other duties 
and loyalties. 

Without attempting to trace the entire his- 
tory of the conflict between Church and State 
on this point, it suffices to say that what some 
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call “dual loyalties” is far from new. The mod- 
ern democratic state has had to accommodate 
itself to the existence among its citizens of 
minorities—indistinguishable in stock and speech 
and culture from the majority—whose “‘patriot- 
ism,” in the conventional sense of the word, is 
not “absolute,” and who make it quite clear that 
in principle—as well as in practice—they cannot 
be expected to place their loyalty and obedience 
to the state above other, from their point of 
view more important, loyalties. Nor are the 
members of such minorities universally regarded 
as low-grade citizens, even though there may 
be critical situations, in wartime for instance, 
when they refuse to perform their prescribed 
patriotic duties. It suffices to recall the high 
esteem and social position enjoyed by the Quak- 
ers both in England and America. Thorstein 
Veblen was far from wrong in the distinction 
he drew between the good citizen and the pa- 
triot, even though he expressed his view in a 
provocatively paradoxical form: “There is, in- 
deed, nothing to hinder a bad citizen from being 
a good patriot; nor does it follow that a good 
citizen, in other respects, may not be a very 
indifferent patriot” (Patriotism, Peace, and the 
Price System). 

As Jews, our present special interest in the 
problem is not mainly in the general issue of 
multiple loyalties and the “hierarchical” order 
of such loyalties among non-ethnic minorities. 
The concrete question which concerns us is how 
far Zionism, or even pro-Zionism, may be re- 
garded as in conflict with the local political 
loyalties of Diaspora Jews. Is the loyalty of an 
American Jew open to question if he cultivates 
his bonds with the Jewish people and sees in the 
State of Israel the embodiment of one of his 
personal ideals? Is he, and may he expect to be 
regarded as, a whole American (or Englishman, 
or Frenchman), or is he only part-American, 
an “American with reservations”? Does such 
a person belong to two “nationalities” at once, 
and if so, can his loyalty to America be wholly 
relied on? Does such a Jew regard America as 
merely a “boarding house” or as his country? 


S A PRELIMINARY, it may be useful to define 

anew the concept of patriotism, as it is cur- 
rently understood. In the Middle Ages, as we 
have already remarked, the dynastic ruler, the 
prince or king, was the sole object of political 
loyalty. Then there was no place for loyalty 
to the state per se, for basically it had no true 
existence of its own apart from the person of 
the monarch, or the dynasty. L’état, c’est moi, 
was no mere boast of a vainglorious emperor, 
but a more or less accurate description of most 
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states. In so far as the loyalty of subjects (not, 
let it be noted, of citizens) to the ruler or ruling 
family could be called patriotism, it necessarily 
had to be an exclusive patriotism. One could 
not be simultaneously loyal to two monarchs, 


both, in principle, exercising unlimited ay. 1 


thority. 


Except for such outlandish anachronisms a [ 


the kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Yemen, there 


is no room in our present world for this kind 
It would be quite mistaken to de- 
scribe modern patriotism as involving loyalty | 


of loyalty. 


to the government of one’s country. A consti- 
tutional government in a democratic country, 
by the very fact that under the constitution it 


exercises delegated authority granted by the | 


sovereign people, and is always of uncertain 
duration and dependent on popular approval, 
can make no claim to the absolute, almost mys- 
tical loyalty which was considered the due of 
“divine monarchs.” A democratic government 
is entitled to demand that its citizens obey its 
regulations—unless they are unconstitutional— 
but it cannot demand love or devotion, or im- 
munity from criticism, nor can it expect the 
citizens to refrain from trying by every legal 
means to depose it and replace it with a new 
government. When the United States Congress 
passed the Sedition Act of 1798, providing fines 
and imprisonment “for anyone who should pub- 
lish false, malicious, or scandalous statements 
about members of the national government with 
the intent to bring them into disrepute,” the 
legislatures of Virginia and Kentucky immedi- 
ately replied with resolutions holding that such 
an Act was unconstitutional. To bring a gov- 
ernment or its members into disrepute is a citi- 
zen’s right, so long as this is done without re- 
sorting to false reports. Except in totalitarian 
countries, no one would dream, in our time, of 
making a government, or its members, the ob- 
ject of patriotic loyalties. It is the state, not 
the government, upon which patriotism centers. 

But what, empirically speaking, is the state? 
Anyone who does not assume that the state is a 
substantial entity existing independently of the 
individuals of whom it is constituted, anyone 
who does not succumb to a state mystique, 
knows that the state is, primarily, an organized 
social framework for co-ordinating the behavior 
of its constituent individuals and groups. Hence, 
in the final analysis, loyalty to the state is loyalty 
to one’s fellow-citizens, to the society existing 
on the state territory, to the people. A patriot 
is one who experiences a more or less intimate 
relationship to the entire group of his fellow- 
citizens and sympathetically considers, in gov- 
erning his actions, the interests, well-being, 
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moral character and reputation of his people in 
relation to other peoples. 

At this point we may ask: Does loyalty (as 
well as a certain intimacy of relationship) to 
one people preclude similar, parallel loyalty to 
another ethnic group, living in a different coun- 
try under a different state organization? Is it 
possible to maintain what some would call “dual 
nationality,” and if so, is this a legitimate and 
more or less normal phenomenon? Are people, 
nation, and state such hermetically-closed bodies 
that their members are normally prevented from 
maintaining similar relationships to groups in 
other compartments? In other words, is there 
any room for pluralistic social relationships, at- 
tachments, sentiments, and loyalties? 

The answer is presented to us in concrete 
reality. Let us take as an example an Italian- 
speaking Swiss citizen. He may hardly know 
himself how many different loyalties he harbors 
in various degrees. He is a Swiss and nobody 
can question his Swiss patriotism, his loyalty to 
the Confederation. He is, at the same time, a 
“patriot” of his canton. Ticino is the part of 
his patria which claims his most intimate at- 
tachment. No matter what his “race” may be, 
he feels a bond of cultural and linguistic senti- 
ment allying him with millions of Italians across 
the border. Religiously, in most cases, he is a 
Catholic, and as such he is intimately connected 
with a vast number of Catholics all over the 
world, and, furthermore, for certain purposes 
and in certain situations, he respects the “sover- 
eignty” of a unique authority called the Vati- 
can. If tomorrow he should become a UN 
official, he would take a new oath of allegiance 
and acquire a new loyalty—to the “world” as 
a whole. 

If he were interviewed and made to give an 
accounting of his “allegiance,” which he prob- 
ably never before had occasion to do, he would 
undoubtedly say that there are no contradictions 
between the many parallel loyalties we have 
enumerated. If we were to tell him that he is 
a less normal psychological or social type than 
other citizens with fewer loyalties, he would 
probably deny it; or he might say that, first of 
all, there are some phenomena for which there 
is no objective measure of normality, and sec- 
ondly, ‘““That’s how I am”—and there is no au- 
thority that can, or ought to, set up rules of 
“normality” for him. And if someone should 
plainly demonstrate a contradiction or dishar- 
mony in his condition and relationships, he 
might quote a verse from a Swiss poet (Karl 
Spitteler) : 

Ich bin kein ausgekluegelt Buch, 
Ich bin ein Mensch mit allem seinen 
Widerspruch. 
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The Swiss is only one illustration; he is by 
no means exceptional. A Scot is, first of all, 
a patriot of Scotland (objectively speaking, it 
would be abnormal if he were not); secondly, 
a loyal citizen of Great Britain; third, he has 
a certain sentimental political relationship to 
the British Dominions; fourth, if he is devout, 
he still entertains a definite and far from super- 
ficial relationship to the High Church which 
unites him with co-religionists overseas and sepa- 
rates him from quite a number of his British 
compatriots. In addition, he may also be a loyal 
adherent of international socialism. Similar 
plural loyalties are found among Englishmen 
and, even more so, among Frenchmen in Canada, 
and Boers and Englishmen in South Africa. 


ONE OF THE most important foundations of 

true democracy is the right to be different: 
not only the right to hold different opinions and 
beliefs than the majority, but to be different, 
including the right to maintain a living, frater- 
nal relationship with ethnic groups living outside 
one’s own state, and as a separate organized state. 
An Italian-American who does not wish to for- 
get his Italian, who bears Italy in the innermost 
recesses of his memory or in his imagination, 
who suffers and rejoices with Italy, who puts 
something aside from his earnings to help the 
needy in Italy, who uses his influence as an 
American to urge his government to help Italy 
in her need, and who may occasionally become 
so homesick for Italy that he must take a trip 
to the Old Country, or even settle there—such 
a person is basically not a worse American than 
one who has no specific attachment to any eth- 
nic group outside the United States. When 
such things chance to happen to a “hundred per 
cent American” (as, for example, the Virginia- 
born Lady Astor, who acquired naturalization 
in England and even became a member of Par- 
liament), no one dreams of accusing him or her 
of “treason” or “disloyalty.” America is not 
interested—no country is interested—in having 
citizens with defective memories and shrunken 
horizons, citizens afflicted with aphasia and 
amnesia. 

Ernest Renan once said that the very existence 
of a nation is un plebiscite de tous les jours. This 
statement is considerably exaggerated, of course. 
But it is true that the scope of social, cultural, 
and political loyalties is not constantly the same, 
and historic events and developments can con- 
tract or expand their extent. A Norwegian to- 
day, in independent Norway, has a narrower 
focus for his political nationalism than his father 
or elder brother had when Norway was still part 
of the State of Denmark. The “object” of 
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Moslem patriotism in Pakistan is “‘smaller” than 
the object of all-Indian nationalism ten or fif- 
teen years ago. Not every Englishman is now 
well described by the popular song: 

In spite of all temptations 

To belong to other nations, 

He remains an Englishman. 
The Englishman in Australia, New Zealand, and 
South Africa (not to speak of the Englishman 
who has settled in the United States) is no long- 
er the same as he was in the United Kingdom. 
In a sense, he belongs to “other nations,” to 
nations which he and his like themselves created, 
and which made more extensive and more varied 
the sphere of his loyalties. 

In the summer of 1940, Winston Churchill 
proposed to the French Government, in the name 
of Great Britain, to continue the war against 
Germany in spite of the tragic difficulties of 
those days, and at the same time-to lay the 
groundwork for a joint Franco-British state. 
What if France had accepted? Frenchmen and 
Englishmen would today be citizens of a com- 
mon state; a Frenchman in time would become 
an English patriot. Over the period of a gen- 
eration, a sort of “federal patriotism” might 
have crystallized, something not unlike Swiss 
nationalism. Both Frenchmen and Englishmen 
(together with their Scottish and Welsh com- 
patriots) would slowly discover that, although 
the human capacity for loyalties and intimate 
relationships is not unlimited, it is nonetheless 
significantly greater, more dynamic, and more 
elastic than many of them had imagined. 

Human loyalties involve the deepest and most 
intimate relations of personal integrity. They 
cannot be mechanically regulated under any 
“monistic” principle of “social control.” 


HE AMERICAN JEW is not faced with any 

fundamental conflict between his duties to 
America and his bond with the Jewish commu- 
nity in Israel. Not even in time of war could 
there arise any earnest clash of loyalties. There 
are some, however, who feel that American Jews 
are confronted with a moral and political dilem- 
ma when they are asked to contribute to Israel 
not only funds but also human resources, volun- 
teers who should go to Israel “for good” and 
merge their personal destinies with those of the 
Land of Israel. You would not ask non-Jews 
to emigrate to Israel—thus runs the argument— 
nor would you appeal to non-Jewish Americans 
to return to the countries from which they and 
their forebears came. There are millions of such 
Americans, yet you would not proclaim a gen- 
eral slogan that all those Americans who are not 
of Anglo-Saxon extraction or of “pure” Amer- 
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ican descent should go back to their erstwhik 
fatherlands. 
believe that American Jews as a group posses 
specific traits and interests not shared by any 


other group in the country. Doesn’t this imply f 


an assumption that American Jews are not truly 
American, that they are hyphenated Americans, 
citizens with mental reservations of which other 
ethnic groups in the country are free? Don't 
you think that stressing this exceptionalism of 
the American Jew might place him in an un. 
enviable and equivocal position? 

Though I doubt that I can provide a formuk 
that will satisfy everybody in answer to the 
above arguments, I should like to offer my per- 
sonal approach to these matters. 

I do not believe that Jews living in America 
are not geunine Americans. Instead of hyphen- 
ated Americanism we should rather speak of 
uniqueness. We are unique. 

Everyone, Jew or non-Jew, is different, and 
possesses a certain degree of distinctiveness if 
only he or she represents something specific and 
is not totally lacking in individuality. A tru 
democracy rests on the differences between its 
citizens, as individuals or as groups. ‘The day 
these differences disappear will also mark the end 
of the still imperfect democracy which we now 
enjoy. 

It is not the function of democracy to ob- 
literate or suppress these differences which, 
whether one likes them or not, stem from his- 
toric and cultural developments and are also 
based to some extent on factors which may be 
classified for lack of a better term as biological 
It is democracy’s task to harmonize them. Edu- 
cation must strive neither to destroy nor to 
ignore these differences but to sublimate them, 
to find the fruitful elements within them and 
to raise them to a higher level so that they may 
make their unique contribution to the general 
civilization of the country. 

In America we are blessed (and I say blessed 
advisedly) with a number of group differences 
which do not generally stem from ethnic de- 
scent. Quakers are not distinguishable in any 
respect from the basic American racial stock 
(assuming that “basic American racial stock” 
is a fact and not a myth). They are a native 
Anglo-American phenomenon, yet one cannot 
say of them that they are “as American as baked 
beans.” They stand out by reason of some essen- 
tial differences, yet it will not occur to anyone 
to question their Americanism. 

Or, let us consider another group, less “re- 
spectable” than the Quakers and lacking the 
spiritually aristocratic background which char- 
acterizes the Quakers in England as well as i 
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America. I am referring to the sect known as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. The nonconformist char- 
acter of this group has in recent years gained 
them a certain notoriety. They do not, for in- 
stance, recognize the sanctity of the flag and 
their children have refused to salute the national 
colors on certain festive observances in the pub- 
lic schools. Were it up to me, I would advise 
the parents of these children not to bring them 
up in a spirit of such rabid dogmatism. But 
Jehovah’s Witnesses consider saluting the Amer- 
ican flag—any national flag—as a form of idol 
worship, an infringement on the prerogatives of 
God’s Kingdom on Earth, a fetishist rite. It 
may be true that their extremist avoidance of 
homage to symbols of American solidarity, such 
as the national flag, is in itself a form of taboo 
of which they should rid themselves. I realize 
my inability to dissuade them from their extrem- 
im, nevertheless I would not question their 
Americanism, especially when I recall that they 
are a native growth of the American soil, not 
transplanted from any foreign land. They do 
occasionally cause some inconvenience, but with 
all the rigidity of their concepts of what is right 
and what is wrong they are more valuable for 
America than millions of others who ask no 
questions and indiscriminately take for granted 
all the elements of our status quo. 

I know the objections that will be raised 
against these analogies. Both Quakers and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, it will be said, are religious 
sects, and toleration of religious differences is an 
organic part of our American heritage. But I 
have noticed that the concept of religious toler- 
ance as understood by the average American is 
based on an incorrect appraisal of what consti- 
tutes religious differences. The commonly ac- 
cepted idea on the subject is that differences 
between religions are of a purely metaphysical 
character and express themselves in varied ritu- 
als. It is therefore easy to maintain that it is 
nobody’s business what holy days are privately 
practiced by citizens in their houses of worship. 
The state, organized society in general, has no 
interest in such “private” affairs of the citizenry, 
and these have no relation to the citizen’s duties 
and responsibilities. 

While maintaining such a point of view, we 
overlook that there exist religious minorities 
whose difference from the rest of the commu- 
nity is not merely of a metaphysical nature, but 
manifests itself in definite attitudes toward po- 
litical, economic and social problems. Thus the 
political differences that divide Quakers from 
the rest of the American community are far 
more earnest than those between Lutherans and 
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Episcopalians or even the differences between 
Jews and Christians. 

The United States does not impose any civic 
obligations on its citizens which both Jews and 
Christians cannot meet equally without violat- 
ing their religious conscience, but there are civic 
duties which, though acceptable to Jews and 
most Christian denominations, are not acceptable 
to Quakers and Jehovah’s Witnesses (military 
service, specific oaths of loyalty, etc.). Here 
we are confronted with a category of differences 
affecting social and political attitudes and not 
only variations in the mode of worship. <A 
democracy that wishes to remain true to itself 
makes allowances for such differences. It may 
even value them highly, despite the inconven- 
ience which they cause from time to time. 

So far as American Jews are concerned, we 
too are characterized by certain differences with 
whose existence American democracy must 
reckon and for which allowances must be made. 
Our differences are not the same as those of 
other nonconformist groups. But it is in the 
nature of differences that they differ from each 
other, that they are dissimilar. 


HE UNIQUE mentality of the Jewish people 
(also of Jews in America) contains a poten- 
tiality of emigration, especially emigration to 
the Land of Israel. This is a potentiality and 
not an inevitability. 

In this respect Jews may not be so unique 
after all. Judging from my observations, such 
a mental tendency toward repatriation exists 
also among Italian-Americans, although objec- 
tive conditions do not permit its fruition. Italy 
cannot accept any appreciable number of its 
sons and daughters from abroad. Because of its 
economic situation, Italy today is a land of emi- 
gration, not of immigration. The same is also 
true more or less of the Irish. Subjectively a 
considerable number of Irish in America were 
in a mood to return to Ireland, especially after 
that country achieved independence. This is so 
despite the fact that the Irish have no reason 
to feel uncomfortable in America. In this in- 
stance, too, objective conditions in Ireland pre- 
clude such a return. The economy of Ireland, 
even after its liberation, is not of a sort that can 
attract immigrants or repatriates. To this day 
thousands of young people in Ireland dream of 
lands overseas, especially America. Gaelic, the 
Irish national tongue, has made little progress 
despite its official status in Ireland and the efforts 
on its behalf by the Government and the public 
schools. One of the causes for this failure is the 
fact that a large part of the youth in Ireland 
still thinks in terms of emigration and therefore 
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feels that the English language would be of 
greater benefit to them than Gaelic, which no 
one abroad understands and whose position in 
the Free State itself is still conspicuously weak. 

It is true that for American Jews migration 
to Israel would not be a repatriation in the strict, 
etymological sense of the word. Such migration 
would rather be in the nature of the fulfillment 
of an old traditional sentiment, a longing which 
in a certain social climate can easily lose its 
impetus but which can also, under definite con- 
ditions, be re-aroused and gain new strength. 

This potential revitalization of an old dream 
is part of the Jew’s being “different.” It is part 
of the heritage which Jews brought with them- 
selves to America from other lands and which 
they possessed, consciously or subconsciously, 
even when some of them felt compelled to deny 
its existence for ideological and other reasons. 

Jews need not feel apologetic because of this 
element in their heritage. It never interfered 
with the conscientious fulfillment of their duties 
as citizens of the United States or with their 
love for the country and its civilization, nor did 
it hinder the growth of bonds of intimacy be- 
tween them and the land of their adoption. This 
unrealized longing, often subconscious, did not 
lessen their contribution to American life, well- 
being and civilization. 

In any case, that is how Jews are. Whether 
this is a perfectly normal phenomenon, I do not 
know. I have long since given up trying to 
apply exact measurements to normalcy, and 
though I realize that the following analogy is 
far from being a perfect one, I would neverthe- 
less like to point out that while a horse with a 
hump on its back is definitely a monstrosity, the 
same deformity on a camel’s back is quite normal 
and may even be esthetically pleasing. 

Will American Jews go to Israel in coming 
years? And in what numbers? I have already 
stated that there exists a subjective potentiality 
for such migration. How, when and under 
what conditions this potentiality may be realized 
I cannot say. 

I rule out altogether the elements of catas- 
trophe. I do not care to presuppose a migration 
of Jews from America on the basis of prophecies 
of social cataclysms which will force the Jews 
to flee. Despite our tragic experiences in the 
Old World, I believe that “It can’t happen 
here!” And were I not to believe so, I would 
have no reason to look to Israel as a haven of 
refuge. Should the sun be blotted out in Amer- 
ica, I could not then see any light anywhere 
on this planet. A Fascist America would mean 
a Fascist world; a viciously anti-Semitic America 
would mean a viciously anti-Semitic world. 
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Should America betray herself, it would mean q 
moral eclipse on a global scale from which there 
could be no escape—not even in Israel. 

I do not care to share the defiance of that 
Jewish woman in the anecdote who went to 
the synagogue on the Day of Atonement and 
presented an ultimatum to the Almighty; 
“Either You grant me a prosperous year, or 
I will go to live with my aunt in the country.” 
The aunt in the country is also subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Lord from whose wrath one 
cannot escape. The State of Israel can exist 
and endure only if a certain measure of justice 
and fair play prevails in the world. Should 
the world descend below that standard (and 
we all know how low that standard is at pres- 
ent), Israel could not exist for even a day. 

When I think of migration of American Jews 
to Israel I think in terms of Aliyah (ascent) 
not of flight, in terms of Jews departing from 
America with a blessing on their lips, with love 
and gratitude in their hearts, and even with 
homesickness for America at the very moment 
when they wish it farewell. For we must not 
assume that all situations call for a choice be- 
tween love and hatred. Sometimes it is a choice 
— two loves, one of which transcends the 
other. 


] Have already remarked that I cannot prophesy 

when, how and in what numbers American 
Jews might migrate to Israel. I recognize the 
right of being different in some respects not 
only as between Jews and non-Jews but also as 
between Jews themselves. I am not inclined 
to stereotype the Jewish community in any 
country, and especially not the one in the United 
States. 

I can easily visualize a more or less organic 
differentiation of American Jewry in our era 
into three probably unequal groups. One of 
these groups may in time entirely dissolve in 
the American melting pot. Though assimilation 
is no longer preached as an ideology and social 
doctrine, we must not conclude that objective 
as well as subjective factors working toward 
group dissolution have ceased to operate. Not 
all Jews are equally gifted with a will to per- 
severe as Jews, and I am willing to concede that 
some elements in the American Jewish com- 
munity would welcome some form of “kiss of 
death.” I should not like to see those Jews lost 
to the body of the Jewish community, but 
if they yearn after complete assimilation and 
the non-Jewish environment does not hinder 
them, my preferences in the matter will not 
avail. 

I also visualize another segment of the Jewish 
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community, possessing more vitality and a 


' stronger will to continued existence. These ele- 
| ments will seek to survive as American Jews and 


will draw the strength to endure as a distinct 


' group from the well-springs of Jewish tra- 
' dition, as well as from the emergent Jewish 
' civilization in Israel. I do not know what the 
| shape and the essence of such continuity of 
| Jewish life in America will be. However, we 
' must not rule out possibilities of creative energy 
_ to be displayed in the future, even though symp- 
' toms of such creativeness are still invisible to 


the naked eye. 
Ialso foresee a third element, with still greater 


- Jewish vitality that will orient itself toward 
- a full, dynamic Jewish life in Israel. It was this 


element I had in mind when I spoke above 


' concerning two loves, one of which transcends 


the other. 

Assuming that my prognosis is correct, we 
should not delude ourselves into believing that 
it is already possible to classify individual Amer- 
ican Jews into these three categories. In this 
respect we should be prepared for many para- 
doxes, surprises and disappointments. Pilgrims 
and pioneers for Israel may come from elements 
which are today non-Zionist or indifferent. Simi- 
larly it is possible that some Zionists of today 
and their children will seek and find their place 
in the other two categories. Today we can only 
point out those Jews who are ideologically pro- 
Israel, but it is not at all easy to discover who 
among them has “a talent for Israel”: talents 
so often smolder in the depths. 

The size of the migration from America to 
Israel will depend on many factors, some of 
which cannot even be listed today. The eco- 
nomic situation and the development of Israel 
on one hand, and socio-economic changes in 
America on the other hand, will contribute their 
share. Whether a significant economic restrati- 
fication will take place in the United States will 
also be a factor, since persons who have to change 
their occupations or status are more prone 
to migration than those whose economic routine 
remains unbroken. The cultural and moral shape 
of Israel will also determine its power of attrac- 
tion, The degree of Jewish isolation or integra- 
tion in America, as well as the type of education 
young Jews receive in America in coming years, 
will likewise exert their influence. 

It is impossible today to weigh these factors, 
hor was it my intention to do so. I only wished 
to point out that the migration of certain ele- 
ments of the American Jewish community to 
Israel must be considered by Jews and non-Jews 
like as a legitimate process. 

It may not be irrelevant to stress one other 
point. American law and American political 
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thought has long recognized the possibilities of 
the type of repatriation which I consider as 
justifiable. As early as 1779 Thomas Jefferson 
sponsored a resolution in the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia defining the right and duties of a citizen. 
One of the most significant paragraphs in that 
resolution outlines “the natural right which all 
men have of relinquishing the country in which 
birth or other accident may have thrown them 
and seeking subsistence and happiness whereso- 
ever they may be able, or may hope to find 
them.” 

Professor Lauterpacht (in his “International 
Bill of the Rights of Man’’) recalls that the same 
principle was again formulated in 1868 in a 
joint resolution of both Houses of Congress 
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which recognized “the right of expatriation F 


as a natural and inherent right of all people 
indispensable to the enjoyment of the right of 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

In our own day the spokesman of the Amer. 
ican delegation to the Hague Conference on 
Codification of International Law made the 
following declaration: “For a century past if 
has been the policy of my country that the 
right to expatriation is an inherent and naturd 
right of all persons. True it is that allegiance 
is a duty, but it is not a chain that holds one in 
bondage. .. . This principle is not a little thing 
It is not a question of language, or of formulas, 
or of phrases. It is a principle of the rights of 
man and of the liberty of the human race. 


Concerning Jewish Statehood 


by Hayim 


According to Aristotle, the 
“stateless” must be a god ora 
beast; nowadays he is usually 
a Jew. . 

L. B. Namier, Conflicts 


HEN"* IBSEN Once wrote in a letter to a 

friend: “Who needs a Jewish State? The 
world? The Jews themselves? There are cer- 
tainly enough political nationalisms as it is with- 
out anyone wishing still another one. Or is it 
that sixty-five governments are not enough, be- 
cause it takes sixty-six to make an even num- 
ber?” 

The Norwegian playwright had heard that 
some Jews were agitating for a state of their 
own, and he thought this yearning was very 
unfortunate, a symptom of degeneration. For 
two thousand years, he argued, the world had 
at least one noble people, a group of spiritual 
patricians—the Jews. All other peoples had 
their countries, kingdoms, governments, and 
were engaged in unaesthetic, scoundrelly acts. 
The only people which did not descend to the 
level of having its own police, army, prisons, 
chain gangs, executioners, brutal wars, endless 
intrigues, and was not contaminated with the 
corruption that is organically bound up with 
the job of governing, were the Jews. Now they 
seemed eager to sell their birthright for the 
most demoralizing of all vanities—statehood. 
Political Zionism was to him a degrading phe- 
nomenon, a morbid hankering after lowness. 
To him it appeared as if an artist and Bohemian 
by tradition should suddenly decide to marry 
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in conformity with all the conventional regu- 
lations, buy a house with a fence around it and 
a bell at the door, and acquire a dog to guard 
his possessions. Ibsen felt that, should Zionism 
succeed, the only aristocratic people would dis- 
appear from the face of the earth. 

Many centuries ago one of the Talmudic sages 
declared that God favored Israel by dispersing 
Israel among the nations. The Scandinavian 
iconoclast was disappointed over the fact that 
some of his Jewish contemporaries rejected the 
honor bestowed upon their people. 


[N THE years of the Russian Revolution I heard 

a distinguished writer expound a similar con- 
ception of the “aristocratic” nature of the Jewish 
people. Gershenson, the deceased historian of 
Slavophile literature, attacked Zionism for its 
“let us be like other peoples” attitude. A Jew 
by birth but thoroughly Russified, he declared 
Zionism to be a form of extreme assimilationism, 
a betrayal of the inner sense of Jewish destiny. 
It is true that when the mystically-minded Ger- 
shenson attempted to define the providential 
sense of Jewish existence, the result was non- 
sense. But one who has been bitten by the pe- 
culiar brand of anarchistic mysticism Gershenson 
adhered to, does not give up so easily. Jews, 
in his opinion, were from the outset appointed 
to be the pioneers of an aimless life, of a pur- 
poseless and therefore higher plane of existence. 
The meaning of life is (if I may use a William 
James expression) an “‘is”-ness not a “have’’-ness, 
and a people burdened with property—a terti- 
tory, a state, an institutionalized religion, even 
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, crystallized language of its own—is too busy 
“having” and “would be having,” and has no 
time left for the undisturbed task of ‘‘be”-ing. 
Blessed are the poor, and sevenfold blessed is 
the poorest of the poor, Israel. Providence de- 
prived him of every conceivable burden—of his 
land, his statehood, his language, and, in recent 
generations, it is gradually relieving him even 
of his most burdensome piece of property, dog- 
matic religion. The transcendental powers do 
everything to strip the Jews of any possessions 
they could call their own and so enable them 
to perform their mission; to serve as a model 
for other peoples and lead them into the realm 
of “true” freedom. Gershenson even believed 
that the mass desertion of Russian soldiers in 
1917, on the eve of—and during—the Kerensky 
Revolution, was a manifestation of a great spir- 
itual upheaval. The Russians, it seemed to him, 
were becoming “‘Judaized” through Bolshevism; 
subconsciously, they sought to destroy Russia’s 
statehood, her national and political civilization, 
in order to live ‘tas Jews”—aimless, propertyless, 
“free.” For this reason, he was prepared to 
greet the tide of Bolshevik anarchy: “Judaism” 
is victorious; the Russians are the first to follow 
in its path, and if Zionists succeed in their 
blasphemous rebellion against the Paramount 
Will, then Russia will become Israel. In his 
argumentation he enlisted, I now recall, the 
support of John the Baptist: “And think not 
to say within yourselves, we have Abraham to 
our father, for I say unto you, that God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto Abra- 
ham.” Since we could not deny the Lord’s 
omnipotence, we had to agree that Russians were 
at least as good material for manufacturing chil- 
dren unto the Patriarch as the stones in the 
wilderness of Judea. 

In 1922, after the conclusion of the civil war 
in Russia, when the Soviets had already become 
organized into a rigid, all-inclusive and all- 
regulating state, I met Gershenson among the 
emigrés in Berlin. (He was only a visitor, being 
one of the few non-conformist Russian writers 
who till the end of their lives were tolerated 
by the new regime.) I then remined him that 
the erstwhile Russian deserters, who were sup- 
posed to usher in the new era of “freedom from 
property” and who had caused him so much 
joy, were by now disciplined Red soldiers, and 
that the “Jewish anarchist” outbreak of the 
first days of the revolution had crystallized into 
a totalitarian regime, with Marxist hymns soon 
to be sung from the tops of the new industrial 
cathedrals. With a deep sigh he admitted that 
he was disillusioned in the Russians: they had 
not become “Israel.” But this, he concluded, 
was no reason why Jews should embark on such 
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an unworthy and unJewish path as political 
Zionism. 


GANDHI also asked us on two occasions to 
maintain and cherish our “aristocratic” 
identity. Jews are a spiritual community, he 
said, and why do they need such terrestrial stuff 
as a country and a state of their own? Zion 
is neither a geographical nor a physical concept. 
It is rather a spiritual entity. Zion can be 
founded any place where there is even a single 
Jew faithful to his inherited Torah. Why, then, 
should Jews seek a Zion of square miles? The 
prophet of Young India advised us to cultivate 
our celestial Jerusalem, that Kingdom of God 
which is neither here nor there but everywhere, 
which is neither of today nor of tomorrow but 
of eternity. Had Gandhi been better acquainted 
with European philosophical literature, he would 
no doubt have quoted Spinoza to the effect 
that all wars and rivalries are a result of the 
fact that ignorant human beings cannot satis- 
factorily divide among themselves the finite 
things. Were people to interest themselves in 
the infinite, they would certainly live in peace, 
since the infinite and the eternal are possessions 
which each individual can have for himself “in 
their totality,” without in the least encroaching 
on the same totality “belonging” to others. 

Were Gandhi an Indian sadhu, a saint en- 
gaged in meditation on things transcendental in 
the solitude of his retreat, his criticism of Zion- 
ism would be morally legitimate. But, despite 
his genuine religiosity and mysticism, he is also 
a great political leader, a militant patriot and 
reformer. For decades he has been fighting for 
historical aims and “finite” things, for an earthly 
India as the basis for a spiritual one. Why, then, 
does he not understand us? 

If Jews have their portable Zion, then Gan- 
dhi’s countrymen have Hinduism, which gravi- 
tates much more towards the “beyond” than 
Judaism. But what would the Mahatma say if 
anyone were to advise him not to fight for his 
people’s political liberation, not to demand state- 
hood for his country, but to cultivate the “inner” 
India instead? What would he say were someone 
to paraphrase his own words: India (like Zion) 
can be found wherever there is a single Hindu 
who remains true to his tradition, to his fate 
and faith? 

But Gandhi insists on an independent India 
and on her territorial integrity. He is not in- 
different to “square miles,” and Pakistan is to 
him an invention of the Prince of Darkness. 


] 4M not aware that Tolstoy ever expressed any 
opinion concerning Zionism. But what other 
man of the 20th century was as much opposed 
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to the state as he was? Yet he resorted to the 
state apparatus more than once for his own 
purposes. In his old age, he became concerned 
with the question of his literary legacy. He 
had good grounds to fear that after his death 
his family would seek to gain profit from his 
works, and his books would thus become in- 
accessible to poor people. The Religious Anar- 
chist thought for a long time until he hit on 
an idea. He secretly arranged to meet in a forest 
with his secretary and a notary. There the 
three composed an official will without the 
knowledge of Tolstoy’s shockingly un-Tolstoyan 
family. This was the famous will, according 
to which all the works written before his “‘re- 
pentance” were assigned to his heirs, while all 
his other works were to be published and sold 
without profit, as “the people’s property.” 

But what was an official will drawn up and 
countersigned by an agent of the state before 
a sworn witness? It was a threat to use govern- 
mental authority (violence, coercion!) against 
the heirs. Should they attempt to gain profits 
from his late works, the state would intervene, 
on the basis of the will, with the power of its 
courts, police and penalties—the same state 
which Tolstoy had so courageously refused to 
recognize. He was unaware (or did he pretend 
to be unaware?) of the irony of the situation: 
enlisting the assistance of the prosecuting attor- 
ney to make his anti-state propaganda more 
accessible to the general public. 

A great Jewish scientist (I am almost tempted 
to say, the greatest) came to a Zionist function 
and uttered some simple and hearty words 
on behalf of the Jewish community in Palestine. 
He said he wanted to see it absorb more and 
more immigrants from abroad and become eco- 
nomically stronger and socially more unified. 
But the establishment of a Jewish state he also 
considered as something undignified and—un- 
Jewish. A government of their own, an army, 
a navy, a police force, prisons, boundaries to 
be guarded—"das is kein judisches Geschaeft.” 
Jews, in his opinion, have already outgrown the 
stage in which such political idolatry and crass 
materialism appeal to the feelings and imagina- 
tion. Why do we need a state when we are in 
possession of a greater patrimony—the rich tra- 
dition of the prophetic culture? 

But if statehood is such a nasty business that 
we Jews must wash our hands of it, why con- 
sider only our own purity? Why not undertake 
the task of ridding the entire world of states? 
Why does not a humanitarian and international- 
ist of that scientist’s stature feel that what he 
is advocating is but a new version of the Chosen 
People theory? You, Esaus, have not reached 
spiritual maturity (perhaps you will never reach 
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it) ; but we, the House of Jacob, graduated lon, 
ago and it is not becoming for us to relapse inty | 
a second period of primitive civilization. Is this § 
not the unspoken sense of the argument from 
“prophetism”’? 

Has anyone a right to advise us not to seek 
the establishment of a Jewish state? Everyone | 
has this right, but on one condition—that he be 
ready by the same token to advise Roosevelt 
to do away with American nationhood at the 
earliest opportunity. 

There is no dividing humanity into thorough- 
bred and plebeian peoples. 

Let us assume that Jews will renounce their 
claim to a state of their own in Palestine. Wha 
then? Our present and potential settlers in Pales. 
tine will live there not in a political vacuum but 
in a non-Jewish (Arab or British-dominated) 
state. As a community they will remain true to 
their lofty tradition of statelessness, but each in- 
dividual Jew will have dealings with the state 
in the innumerable details of his everyday life. 
He will be affected in many respects by the 
general structure and mechanisms of the state, 
and he will naturally seek to use its instrumen- 
talities for his own legitimate benefit. There 
will be no Jewish prisons, no Jewish army or 
police, but individual Jews will serve in. the 
police force, in the army or militia, in the es- 
tablished courts and the various branches of 
administration, in the supervision of prisons and 
in patrolling the borders (non-Jewish borders, 
it is true). Should they be prevented from 
sharing in the above positions, they would shout 
in protest against discrimination, and all those 
among us who pretend to think that statehood 
is something incompatible with the sublime des- 
tiny of the Jew, would join them in condemning 
such infringement on the right of Jewish in- 
dividuals to be employed by the state. Unles 
we envisage universal anarchy—a vision even 
most of the anarchist doctrinaires were com- 
pelled to renounce—there is no room for 4 
beyond-state status for any people. To the ex- 
tent that the average person chooses to look 
down upon the state, this attitude expresses itself 
in smuggling, “bootlegging,” bribing, tax-evad- 
ing and “pork-barrel” snatching rather than 
in ethical anarchism. A people without a state 
is not above statehood but beneath it, and if 
statehood be despicable (as some of its mani- 
festations certainly are), then statelessness is 
even worse. 

Gypsies may not have learned this yet. We 
should have learned a long time ago that with 
all its inherent imperfections Jewish statehood 
will be a promotion, not a demotion. 
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The Socialist in Me 


by Maurice Samuel 


I BECAME a Socialist and atheist round the age 
of thirteen, whether before or after my bar 
mitzvah I cannot remember; probably after, 
because being an egotistically idealistic youngster 
I would no doubt have refused to perform the 
ceremony if I had considered it “intellectually 
dishonest.” But I was recalcitrant enough be- 
fore, and during my last year at heder I was, 
with my pointed questions and challenges, the 
affliction of my rebbi, a large, fat and very 
decent man with a vast black beard, a hypo- 
chondriac wife, and no pedagogic skill what- 
soever. I am still troubled by my wicked be- 
havior toward him, and if it sounds queer that 
one should brood occasionally on one’s sins of 
half a century ago and more, we have St. Augus- 
tine’s warrant for it. He, in maturity, remem- 
bered with passionate regret how at the age 
of seven he had stolen some pears, not because 
he was hungry, but out of primal perversity. 

My rebbi was a man of some learning, and 
not more than two or three centuries behind 
the times. He taught me Hebrew so badly 
that I quickly forgot—or seemed to forget— 
whatever I had picked up in seven years of 
heder attendance. He was, however, a wonder- 
ful storyteller, and when he went into the 
Midrashim he made a lasting impression on me. 
He was equally effective when he expounded 
the Pirke Abot, but the Midrashim and Pirke 
Abot came only once a week, on Saturday af- 
ternoons. He also expounded then the beauties 
of the ancient Jewish moral and civic codes, 
dwelling particularly on the laws of peot (the 
leaving of the corners of fields to be harvested 
by widows, orphans and strangers) , and of fallen 
fruit. During the weekdays, he tried to hammer 
Chumash and Rashi into us by the brute force 
of repetition. When I became a Socialist I 
argued that it was scandalous for some men 
to be so well off that the poor could subsist 
on their leavings; but it is clear to me now 
that there was implanted in me a deep respect 
for the moral element in ancient Jewish pre- 
scription and legislation, and I regret very much 
that I was never able to tell my rebbi about it. 

I connect my violent conversion to Socialism- 
atheism with an event which, when I was 
twelve-and-a-half years old, gave my life a 
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new turn. I won a scholarship to the Man- 
chester Secondary School. I was the first in 
our family circle, and in our whole Rumanian 
Jewish colony, then fairly new in Manchester, 
to do such a thing. And it was a very good 
scholarship: free tuition for five years, and 
five pounds for the first year. The incident 
staggered everyone, including me. And I sig- 
nalized it by a revolution in my reading habits. 


Until then I had devoured weekly some ten 
or a dozen boy’s magazines: The Boy’s Friend, 
The Boy’s Leader, The Union Jack, The Gem, 
Pluck, The Marvel, The Boys of Greyfriar’s 
School, The Boys of St. Jims, and the like. I 
believe the American equivalent would be the 
Tom Merriwell (or is it Dick Merriweather?) 
series. Since those magazines used to cost an 
English penny (two American cents) each, and 
my weekly pocket money was only a half-penny, 
I had to enter an organization of some twenty 
boys or more, nearly all belonging to my one- 
room Heder, and nearly all as poor as I. Two of 
us bought one magazine and the twenty or so 
of us had ten magazines to pass round. When 
the news arrived that I had won that scholarship 
I was filled with a sudden horror at my wasted 
life, and I turned overnight from the folly and 
frivolity of my past to the sombre realities of 
man’s condition and the nature of the universe. 


Whether or not I immediately plied my rebbi 
with outright Socialistic and atheistic questions 
I do not, as I have hinted, recall. If I did not, 
my questions were nevertheless straws in an ill 
wind; for this I do recall: my rebbi foretold 
that I would come to a bad end, and that I 
would involve large numbers of Jews and gen- 
tiles in my downgoing. In our Manchester Ru- 
manian-Jewish semi-ghetto, Socialism and athe- 
ism were blindly, but not altogether unjusti- 
fiably, yoked together, and with them, not quite 
so justifiably, a total disregard for the decencies 
and for the welfare of Jewry and mankind. 


J ToucH lightly on that time, but it was pre- 

dominantly an unhappy one, though shot 
through with moments of high ecstacy. I suf- 
fered from the usual spiritual miseries of ado- 
lescence. I was concerned with ontological 
problems which gave a nihilistic background 
to my preoccupation with social and moral 
issues. I also resented my poverty, and in some 
ways was ashamed of it. I was frustrated in 
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my studies. The new reading material I han- 
kered for was expensive, and the juvenile section 
of the public library did not carry it. There 
was in those days a publishing venture called 
The Sixpenny Rationalist Reprints—Herbert 
Spencer, Ernst Haeckel, Joseph McCabe, and 
the like. But who had sixpence (twelve cents) ? 
The bloated rich. There was also a second-hand 
bookstall in an alley near Shudehill, where 
tattered and coverless copies of the Reprints 
could be had for twopence. Twopence was my 
weekly allowance after I won the scholarship, 
but in this new world I was entering there were 
no companions with whom to pool resources. 
I used to borrow the books at a penny a time, 
and also used to borrow surreptitiously. I have 
long been convinced that the cadaverous young 
man who ran the bookshop knew all about my 
unpaid borrowings. It now occurs to me that 
such business practices accounted for his ca- 
daverous appearance. 

Among the paperbacks I thus obtained there 
were certain works by one Robert Blatchford, 
a widely admired Socialist and science popu- 
larizer, and among the books which left a per- 
manent imprint on me were his Britain for the 
British, Merrie England, and Not Guilty, A De- 
fence of the Bottom Dog. Blatchford’s name was 
always linked with two others, Victor Grayson 
and H. M. Hyndman. They were the terrible 
trio of British politics fifty years ago. Grayson 
was a young Socialist Member of Parliament, 
Hyndman was the elderly intellectual leader 
of the British Labor Party, which by then was 
beginning to make a respectable showing in the 
House of Commons. To me they were the 
Trinity, and their fates were various. Blatch- 
ford, who at one time edited the Socialist daily, 
The Clarion, became in later years a reactionary 
and a spiritualist. Grayson disappeared from 
England, and not much later died obscurely 
in a little town in Australia. Only Hyndman, 
the most substantial of the three, carried on 
until his death in 1921. By that time I was in 
America, resettled there after my service in 
the American army, and though I was still a 
Socialist, I was very Jewish and very Zionist. 

These men, and these circumstances, rather 
than my bar mitzvah, are associated with my 
recollections of my early Socialism. I became 
at thirteen a stump speaker for the Socialist 
party, stupefying the neighborhood and vindi- 
cating my rebbi. I also went out, as a prodigy, 
to nearby towns, Oldham, Wigan, Irlam o’ the 
Heights (pronounced “Irlamathites,” like a sect, 
or a Biblical tribe), Altringham, etc. At vari- 
ous street corners, near and far, I thundered 
in a treble against Winston Churchill when, 
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having been promoted to a Cabinet post in 
Asquith’s government (1908), he had to stand 
for re-election in Mancester. I defeated him, 
of course. His Tory opponent was one Joynson- 
Hicks. The Churchill supporters sang, to the 
tune of Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are 
Marching: 

Vote, vote, vote for Winston Churchill, 

He is sure to win the day. 

Don’t be fooled by Joynson-Hicks 

And his dirty Tory tricks... 

The Socialist candidate was a certain Daniel 
something or other (or am I confusing occa- 
sions?) and I sang with the Socialists: 

Dare to be a Daniel, 

Dare to stand alone... 
What the Tories sang I cannot recall, but it 
was Joynson-Hicks who won. 

At one point in my earliest Socialist career 
I was a furious supporter of Lloyd George, the 
Liberal, because he stood for land nationalization. 
The Liberals had a quite extraordinary song 
which even today would smack of genuine re- 
volution. Like many English political songs 
it was borrowed, as to melody, from America— 
this time, Marching Through Georgia: 

The land, the land, ’twas God who made 
the land! 

The land, the land, the ground on which 
we stand! 

Why should we be beggars with the ballot 
in our hand? 

God made the land for the people! 

It did not occur to me that politicians said 
things they didn’t mean. 


Y HIGH SCHOOL and university years were 
filled with political and intellectual excite- 
ment. I got to know the Lancashire weavers 
and their clog-wearing wives, and I conceived 
a great affection for certain little places and 
groups. But it seems to me, after the lapse of 
many years, that I was never quite comfortable 
in my early Socialism. There was in me a 
suppressed attachment to my Jewishness, which 
I was compelled to repudiate, to offer up as a 
sacrifice on the altar of universal humanism. 
I was bothered much less by my atheism as a 
denial of my Jewishness. “Jewish atheist,” while 
odd, was somehow not impossible; “Jewish So- 
cialist” was. And somehow my universal hu- 
manism did not inhibit me from feeling patri- 
otically English! I also belonged to the Jewish 
Lads’ Brigade, a para-military-cum-boy-scout 
organization, run by some kindly and public- 
spirited grown-ups who wanted to keep Jewish 
boys “off the streets.” I enjoyed being in the 
Jewish Lads’ Brigade, I enjoyed the strutting 
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and the camping. I also liked the adult leaders 
very much, and I denounced them to their smil- 
ing faces for their imperialism and their corrup- 
tion of the youth. 

Very vivid in my memory is a debate in a 
Jewish youth circle, conducted in French. (Why 
French? I can’t for the life of me account for 
it now. Did we belong to a cercle? Were we 
just practicing? Somewhere in the files of the 
London Jewish Chronicle there must be a 
reference to that debate. We used to send in 
reports of our doings, and the Chronicle was very 
attentive to the provinces.) The subject of the 
debate was: Peut-on étre Juif et patriote du pays 
qu’on habite? Can one be a Jew and a patriot 
of one’s country? I was indignant at the sug- 
gestion that a Jew could be unpatriotic, and I 
excoriated my non-Socialist fellow-members for 
making it. 

In my later-nonage Socialist phase, I was 
definitely and consciously uncomfortable, but 
not, I believed, for anti-Socialist reasons. At 
the university, to which I won a handsome 
three-year scholarship at sixty pounds a year, 
my Socialist comrades exasperated me by their 
dogmatism, their intellectual bullying, and, 
above all, by their addiction to a phrase: “For 
the simple reason that . . .” Nothing was com- 
plicated for them. Whatever problem I brought 
up, there came back at me the condescending: 
“For the simple reason that .. .” I was ex- 
asperated on three grounds: first, the “simple 
reason”” was never satisfying; second, the word 
“simple” was a reflection on my intelligence. 
The third ground was the accusation that one 
who asked questions wasn’t a good Socialist. 


I found comfort again when, coming to 
America in 1914, with Jewish and Zionist feel- 
ings predominant in me, I discovered that there 
was a Socialist-Zionist movement. Now there 
may have been a small branch of it in Man- 
chester in those days, but I did not come across 
it. The Zionists I knew were anti-Socialist, 
the Jewish Socialists I knew were anti-Zionist. 
A still more startling discovery was that one 
could be a Socialist within the general Zionist 
movement. It was not until later that I added 
to my membership in the general Zionist move- 
ment, membership in the Labor Zionist move- 
ment. I felt that one ought to stay in the 
general Zionist movement and try to make it 
Socialistic. One could work for Socialism 
through the Jewish people and through the cre- 
ation of a Socialist Jewish homeland. Zionism 
ought to be Socialism; the Jewish homeland 
had to be Socialistic. 

What attracted me most in my Jewish So- 
cialism was its predominantly moral justifi- 
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cation. My quarrels with my boyhood Socialist 
friends centered largely on their rigid historical 
and economic determinism. I stood loyally by 
the sing-song formula: “The nationalization of 
the means of production, distribution, and ex- 
change.” That was obviously the road to human 
salvation. But that it was an inevitability wasn’t 
at all obvious to me; if it were, I argued, what 
on earth was the sense of my spending so much 
time and energy on it? When I read Blatchford, 
and later on Marx and Engels—I don’t guar- 
antee that I understood the second and third— 
I was moved by their moralistic fulminations; 
I was not convinced by their deterministic ar- 
guments. A world which was bound to come 
out right whether we wanted it or not just 
didn’t appeal to me. I insisted—and for that 
matter I still do—that the conscious desire to 
help in the elimination of injustice was the 
great moving force, and could be the determin- 
ing force if we were determined enough. 

More and more I felt that the law of peot, 
like the demand of the Prophets for social jus- 
tice, both of which were categorical without a 
deterministic background, represented the right 
approach: in the language of the believer, be- 
cause God desires it; in the language of the 
rationalist, because it is right; and the issue is 
not predetermined. 

My Zionism had the same ideological structure. 
I thought that it was right for the Jewish peo- 
ple to have a homeland; I did not think that 
it was a historic inevitability. Even if it wasn’t 
inevitable, even if the effort would end in failure, 
it was right and proper to make the attempt. But 
there was one near-inevitability which I clung 
to for a long time, namely, that if there was to 
be a Jewish homeland, it could only be Social- 
Istic. 


WELL, there is a Jewish homeland and it is not 

Socialistic. It is a wonderful creative phe- 
nomenon, and quite apart from its role in the 
continuing history of the Jewish people—an 
immense chapter by itself, to which the world 
may be indifferent—it has its place in the fore- 
front of the new development of mankind; 
and the fact that it is not Socialistic has some- 
thing to do with its vitality. For I no longer 
believe that “the nationalization of all the in- 
struments of production, distribution and ex- 
change” is a workable economic system, let alone 
the salvation of mankind. Nor do I believe 
that the masses of the world want economic 
equality. They want a decent life, a sufficiency 
with security and freedom, and if they can get 
that without economic equality, they will gladly 
accept it. 
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And in this they are right, morally right. If 
it were the case that there could not be a suffi- 
ciency without equality they would be wrong. 
But I hold it to be a baseness in a human being 
to declare: “I’ve got enough, and I don’t want 
anyone to have more than enough.” 

There is a passage in Karl Marx which I can 
no longer locate, but which I once knew by 
heart, and I believe I can reproduce its substance 
correctly. While holding to the general thesis 
that under the capitalist system the rich were 
bound to get richer and the poor poorer, Marx 
hedged against the opposite possibility by a fierce 
attack on inequality as such. If the houses of 
the poor, he said, were to shoot up to great 
heights, but those of the rich were to shoot up 
proportionately, the same revolutionary princi- 
ple would still be valid. In brief, the source of 
revolution is not really the welfare of the people, 
but envy. 

I regret that some people should want to ex- 
press themselves by superiority of possession; 
but as long as I have enough, the loss is theirs, 
not mine. One might even say that if persons 
of this type are indispensable to a high rate of 
production it is they who are the victims of a 
successful capitalist system; and if I have enough 
I am in a sense a parasite on the poor devils. 
I have a rich friend who told me that his happi- 
ness lay in being able to provide his wife with 
expensive jewelry. “What an ass you are,” I 
thought, “to throw away your life on such 
rubbish.” 

It would be far less ignoble, though not with- 
out taint, to preach envy of intellectual superior- 
ity; but that is obviously futile. A substitute 
is therefore found for it on a lower and baser 
level. 


Sufficiency! There is the problem, of course. 
We do not quite know what a sufficiency is, and 
there will never be a sufficiency for anyone if 
physical wants are multiplied by purely psycho- 
logical motivations. And it is undeniable that 
by any standard there are millions, even in 
America, who still haven’t a sufficiency, and 
hundreds of millions in other countries. 


The ideal of economic equality is self-defeat- 
ing qua ideal unless it is freely accepted by 
everyone as the consequence of moral insight. 
Envy of superior possession as such encourages, 
indeed creates, the propensity to acquisition. If 
the man with a sufficiency envies the man who 
has more, he will devote his energies to climbing 
economically rather than lifting to his own level 
those who are below him. 

This applies not only to the national unit, 
but to the international complex. If we do 
not finally accept a standard of sufficiency, 
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how shall we devote a decent part of the national 
income to helping undeveloped nations, so that 
they shall not have to go through the torments 
we endured in the accumulation of capital? 

This brings me to another feature of So- 
cialist doctrine as such which has weakened the 
movement for me and for millions of others. 
The slogans, ““Workers of the world, unite!” and 
“T’Internationale sera le genre humain,”’ were 
hollow. The first of these rose to the climax 
of: “You have nothing to lose but your chains!” 
How stupid that was! The workers of Germany 
had a great deal to lose, and they lost it when 
Hitler came to power. As to the second slogan, 
it must have a moral charge to be effective. True, 
a world half boom and half bust will be in as 
much trouble as a nation in that condition, and 
therefore it can—and should—be urged that 
a sufficiency for all nations is a necessity for 
world peace. But the impulse to the relevant 
action can only come from moral perception. 
Prudence, strangely enough, is short-sighted, in 
individuals as well as in nations. (Cigarette- 
smoking has gone up despite the established link 
with lung cancer). As upper-level workers tend 
to forget lower-level workers, so upper-level 
nations are grudging in their help to lower- 
level nations. It will be hard enough to per- 
suade well-to-do workers on moral grounds to 
forego maximum possible consumption in order 
that Africans, Asians, and South Americans 
may get the capital for development; it will 
be much harder on prudential grounds. 


W/4T 1s left of my Socialism? Only its moral 

imperative. I no longer have faith in large 
over-all preconceived systems. I have written 
somewhere that Communism presupposes a pub- 
lic state of mind without which Communism 
is impossible and with which it is unnecessary. 
That is to say, a society in which the tremendous 
slogan, “From each according to his ability, to 
each according to his needs,” is realized in prac- 
tice calls for a human species apotheosized in 
sainthood, and saints are beyond systems. I am 
therefore what the Communists call, with teeth- 
gnashing contempt, “‘a reformist”; I believe in 
the pari passu improvement of man and the 
social system. Others call me ‘“‘a tired liberal,” 
though I feel little diminution in my intellectual 
and emotional energies, and none at all in my 
social interests. 

What Socialism has left in me is an amalgam 
of my first training in moral law by my rebbi 
and my boyhood and early manhood reading 
in leftist exposures of the evils of the capitalist 
system. My instincts are with the worker as 
against the employer, and they determine my 








Onal 
that 
ents 
1? 
So- 
the 


ers, 


vere 
max 
ns!” 
any 
hen 
Ban, 
rue, 
1 as 
and 
that 
for 
ant 
ion. 
,» in 
tte- 


end 
vel 
rer- 


| to 
der 
ans 


will 


rh - 


he 
ay 
sal 
ny 


ri 
ng 
ist 
as 
ry 





MarcH, 1961 


attitude where I don’t know the facts. I regard 
the employer as abler than the worker at making 
money, and therefore my help should go to 
the worker. Where the facts are available I 
can, if necessary, concede that in a particular 
case the demands of workers might make the 
system unworkable. I want the gap between 
worker and employer narrowed. I see the im- 
mense blots on our capitalist system even when 
it is as highly developed for production as in 
America. I deny that the social struggle is over. 
Apart from the gap between well-paid workers 
and over-rewarded capitalists, there are the mil- 
lions who are miserably underpaid. There is no 
reason to be complacent about the state of affairs, 
and no reason to believe that large numbers of 
stupid capitalists just won’t or can’t—or can’t 
because they won’t—see that the New Deal has 


' only just begun to be implemented. These are 


the capitalists (there are fortunately other 
types) who fought the New Deal at every step 
and will continue to do so until the end, never 
realizing that they’re being saved from the dis- 
astrous consequences of their own paleolithic 
obtuseness. They are congenitally unable to 
make the transition of their own free will, and 
if it were not for numbers of intelligent capi- 
talists who have that ability, they would have 
been swept away in a revolution. On the other 
hand, I sometimes think that a certain low, un- 
conscious cunning is at work in them: they see 
the inevitable, and they would like to delay it; 
but their chief joy is in being able to give vent 
to their social malevolence, knowing that they’re 
going to be saved anyhow. “You'll have your 
way in the end,” they mutter, half subconscious- 
ly, “but we’ll make it as hard as possible for you.” 


And though my instinct as well as my reason 
is with the worker as against the employer I 
see a tremendous danger of corruption in the 
worker. The rise in his standard of living can 
be, and often is, accompanied by a decline in 
his social impulses. He is as liable as any other 
human being to say, at a certain point: “To 
hell with you, Jack, I’ve got mine.” If ‘Workers 
of the world, unite” has a fading appeal for 
the workers of advanced countries, the same 
slogan applied within a given country also loses 
its appeal for the best-paid workers. American 
workers, as much as employers, are responsible 
for discrimination against Negroes, and workers 
are opposed to more liberal immigration laws. 
To me, one of the most offensive features of 
Socialist. propaganda has been the canonization 
of the worker as such. 

I often wish I could have talked all this over 
with my rebbi. I sometimes fancy that if I 
had argued from the moral grounds he taught, 
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instead of from doctrinaire principles grounded 
in what I took to be “scientific Socialism,” we 
would have found much in common. But the 
only occasion on which I saw him after I left 
Manchester was unpropitious for discussion. 

It was in 1929, in Palestine, two days after 
the outbreak of the riots. On the twenty-fifth 
of August, I set out with Colonel Frederick 
Kisch, then the representative of the Jewish 
Agency in Palestine, for a check-up tour of 
the cities and settlements. I had put on my 
old American uniform, hoping to intimidate 
any Arabs we might encounter on the road, 
and we carried revolvers. We went north from 
Jerusalem, visited Beth Alpha and Hefzibah, 
the two little colonies that stood off a horde 
of Arabs from Transjordan and Beisan who had 
tried to raid the Valley of Jezreel; then we 
proceeded to Safed, where a number of defense- 
less Jews had been massacred. 

I knew that my rebbi had settled, some ten 
years earlier, in that sacred city, and when I 
asked Colonel Kisch whether we might not 
spend ten minutes looking for him, so that I 
might send a message to Manchester, he readily 
agreed. 

We found him in one of the narrow, crooked 
alleys. When he came to the door, I recognized 
him at once, though his beard was now snow- 
white. He stared at me, puzzled, until I said, 
in my new-learned Sephardic Hebrew, a pro- 
nunciation which he associated with Christian 
priests: Rebbi, eincha makir oti? (“Rebbi don’t 
you recognize me?”) Then his eyes brimmed 
over and he uttered a loud cry: Moishe! Redst 
takke loshen koidesh, ober fort vie a goy! 
(‘“Moishe, you do indeed speak the sacred tongue, 
but it’s still like a gentile!’’) 
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Reflections on the Eichmann Trial’ 


by Ben Halpern 


ine SEIZURE of Adolf Eichmann for trial and 

punishment was more than a worldwide 
sensation. It evoked a special, intense excitement 
that shows no sign of being stilled; indeed, as 
the time of trial approaches, the general agita- 
tion seems to grow more profound, more per- 
plexed. For Eichmann’s judgment will occur 
on the margin where law exceeds orderly con- 
vention and emerges as an elemental passion for 
justice. It is a deed to which instinct responds, 
but before which rational habit stands perturbed 
and insecure. How one reacts is not a matter 
of argument or persuasion, in spite of all the 
debate that the case has produced. It is rather 
what Ben-Gurion so bluntly indicated—a meas- 
ure of the inner security of those who react 
(particularly when they are Jews) in the face 
of Eichmann’s crimes and of the retribution that 
is now demanded. 

Orderly, conventional society has had more 
success in explaining to itself rationally why it 
tries criminals than why it punishes them. A 
trial is an inherently rational procedure. Its 
aim is to classify acts under laws and determine 
analytically whether they are of that kind which 
convention has defined and published as crimes; 
it seeks also to determine by a critical examina- 
tion of evidence what specific acts were in fact 
committed and, finally, to decide who bears the 
responsibility for them. 

If there is any uneasiness in society about the 
validity of trial as a rational procedure it arises 
on the last point. Whether or not a man is 
responsible may, of course, be reduced to a 
merely technical question; and, indeed, when it 
arises in court, this is the only way in which it 
can be handled by orderly, conventional pro- 
cedure. But hardly ever does a technical judg- 
ment on this question satisfy our sense of justice. 
The more technically it is treated, the less it 
does so. 

But all the other major questions arising in 
criminal trials imply and revolve around the 
concept of responsibility. The questions involved 
are such that our sense of justice is the more 
fully satisfied (in general) the more technically 
they are handled: viz., what is the legal character 
of an act committed, and who can be proved 





* This essay, which was obviously written before the Eich- 
mann trial was begun, is devoted mainly to issues which can 
hardly be altered by the actual course and outcome of the trial. 
Accordingly, it is worded as though it were to be read at the 
time composed, namely mid-February, 1961. 


legally to have committed a criminal act? Tech- 
nical legal safeguards in the consideration of 
these issues protect the accused against passions 
that tend to distort judgment and so they seem 
to us to help achieve justice. But the question, 
What is the legal and factual character of the 
act committed? really means, What kind of 
responsibility has been incurred by this act? The 
question, Who, in law and in fact, committed 
the act? really means, Who is responsible for 
the crime? If this were not so, then trial pro- 
cedures would be reduced to sheer, empty tech- 
nicalities and would not satisfy in the least our 
sense of justice. The question of responsibility 
—the very question that most tries our sense of 
justice when we seek to pass rational judgment 
on it—is a primary assumption that we must 
make in any case where we seek to achieve jus- 
tice through the rational procedures of trial. 


JHE WHOLE question of punishment gives us 

quite as much trouble as the special problem 
of definition of responsibility in the course of a 
trial. How can we justify, how can we explain 
as an act of rational justice, what we do when 
we punish a criminal? There is, of course, a 
sense of justice that finds satisfaction directly 
through vengeance and responds to the equity of 
“an eye for an eye.” But since a balancing of 
evils is precisely what the administration of jus- 
tice in an orderly society seeks to preclude, it 
can take no satisfaction in the fact that punish- 
ment—at any rate, a penalty not only propor- 
tional to but reproducing the very effect of the 
crime, thus forcing the criminal to identify with 
his victim—causes the offender to be “done by” 
as he had “‘done unto” others. Instead, other 
rationalizations, compatible with the aims of 
social order, are resorted to: punishment re- 
educates the criminal, or deters other potential 
criminals, or at least restrains the unregenerate 
criminal from further crimes. 

But none of these explanations really satisfies 
our reason or our sense of justice; the less so, 
the more sophisticated our conscience. When 
we study the statistics of “recidivism” and see 
how frequently prisoners freed from jails and 
reformatories go back to their old (or more 
advanced) criminal habits, we can have little 
confidence in the direct educational effects of 
punishment. A study of the facts leads to no 
greater confidence in the deterrent effects of 
“penal correction.” Keeping prisoners penned 
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up or killing murderers does, of course, prevent 
those particular offenders from doing further 
harm. But no effect of punishment serves less 
to satisfy our sense of justice than this, the only 
more or less demonstrable effect. Punishment 
seems inhuman if all it can do is protect society 
by excluding dangerous men temporarily or 
permanently from normal, human contacts. 
That is the symbolic reason why hangmen wear 


black masks. 


The execution of justice would be unjust if 
it did not aim at some corrective, educational 
effect. There is little reliable evidence of any 
direct effect in reforming the criminal. As a 
result, modern penologists often reject punish- 
ment outright and propose to treat the criminal 
as a sick man. However, it turns out that the 
success of psychiatric social work in reducing 
the crime rate generally or in reforming partic- 
ular offenders may be little greater than of 
penalization in traditional ways. Yet it is not 
their lack of success but their very nature that 
causes instinct to revolt against such methods 
of reducing crime to sickness. If crime goes 
unpunished in our eagerness to practice therapy 
on the criminal, then the principle of human 
responsibility has been denied. This is, at bot- 
tom, the reason for punishment! not because it 
may reform or deter or restrain criminal tend- 
encies, but because it is an implicit assertion that 
man is responsible for his acts. To impress this 
principle is the educational, corrective effect 
aimed at in punishment. 


Those who are to be educated and corrected 
are not only the criminals, who are punished, but 
primarily all men joined in the common social 
bond, all who share human responsibility. Essen- 
tially, punishment is a self-correction of those 
who punish, reinforcing their horror of crime. 


Wy, let us ask, is the private individual satis- 

fied to give up his vengeance to the state? 
Why does he not require to see the actual pun- 
ishment of the criminal who injured him but is 
content to know that judgment has been passed? 
The simple fury of pain is relieved only by the 
act of personal attack; what relation can it have 
to a true verdict rendered by an impartial judge? 


If there were nothing in private vengeance but 
the sheer animal impulse to violence, then justice 
and courts would be impossible. But vengeance 
is itself an accomplishment of justice. It is not 
only a venting of rage; it is a restoration of 
balance and an assertion of a common humanity, 
of responsibility. That one can do criminal 
violence to a fellow man argues, to the human 
mind, an animal nature, a brute insensivity to 
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the pain one causes. By forcing the offender to 
feel pain, and precisely the same pain he inflicted, 
the avenger means, whether this is fully clear 
to him or not, to make the criminal understand 
the consequences of his act; to produce in the 
criminal that very sensitivity that was lacking 
when he committed his offense and whose lack 
explains how he came to commit an “inhuman” 
crime. This aim is also what should be achieved, 
whether it is explicitly noted or not, in trial and 
punishment. 

That a socialized justice tends to accomplish 
this correction, and that private justice implicit- 
ly aims at it too, is the only way to explain how 
men not merely curb their personal retributive 
passions but are relieved of them by the process 
of public trial and punishment. The human 
quality of vengeance, the fact that it satisfies 
not only an animal urge to violence but a normal 
impulse towards justice, makes revenge an in- 
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herently ambivalent experience. It not only 
forces the criminal to identify with his victim, 
it also requires the avenger to reproduce the 
crime, and so identify with the criminal. The 
violence that is involved in vengeance may re- 
lieve the fury of pain and injury, but—espe- 
cially when it aims at a strict balance—it loads 
the human conscience with the same guilt in the 
avenger that it wipes out in the criminal. The 
stronger the awareness of this antimony, the 
greater the urge to yield the right and respon- 
sibility of punishment to society, the impersonal 
agent of all men. 


The antinomies of punishment are not de- 
stroyed, they are only removed to another plane 
by the development of public, institutional jus- 
tice. The violence committed by all men against 
offenders ceases to burden the conscience of one 
man alone, but the distribution of the guilt does 
not leave any man’s conscience unburdened. 
When all men stone a sinner, none thereafter 
is without sin, for they can only correct his 
offense by incurring a portion of it themselves. 
The more successful a system of institutional 
justice becomes in achieving its fundamental 
object, to cultivate among men and impress up- 
on their minds an abhorrence of crime, the more 
abhorrent becomes the notion of punishment. In 
Jewish tradition the original stress on the ele- 
ment of balance and equity in avenging justice 
—“an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”— 
is decisively undermined by interpretation. In 
place of a literal eye for an eye, an equivalent 
in money is demanded. Thus, instead of a penalty 
aimed at the correction of the offender, the pun- 
ishment becomes an award of damages to the 
injured party. A variant Jewish tradition, em- 
bodied in the New Testament, undermines cor- 
rectional punishment even more directly. If 
only he could cast a stone who was without sin, 
no stones would ever be cast. This, however, 
is an aphorism rather than a norm, and expresses 
a religious impatience with law. 

The less scope is left for punishment as a cere- 
monial of justice, impressing the principle of 
responsibility upon men’s hearts and minds, the 
more reliance must be placed upon trial to 
achieve this purpose. When one tries a man for 
his crime, no attempt is made to force the crimi- 
nal to identify with his victim by undergoing 
the same violation. Instead, the general prin- 
ciple of responsibility is reinforced. The more 
certain the apprehension of criminals, the more 
solemn and unemotional the trial, the more pre- 
dictable the verdict and sentence and the more 
precisely they reflect the severity attributed by 
convention to the offense, the more firmly so- 
ciety is impressed with the kind and degree of 
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responsibility it conveniently attaches to specific 
criminal acts. 

It is necessary to add certain corollary obser. 
vations, however. If the principle of respon. 
sibility is impressed by the procedures of trial, 
and punishment becomes a trivial and mechan. 
ical aftereffect of justice, executed out of mere 
consistency and without any corrective value of 
its own, then one has really evaded, in effect, the 
question of personal responsibility. This has its 
positive “psychological” value, for now in pas- 
ing judgment and executing the penalty, the im- 
personal agents of justice do not identify but 
clearly distinguish themselves from the criminal, 
The violence they enforce pretends to transcend 
beyond not to descend below the human level; 
and the guilt of punishment is not merely thinly 
distributed, it appears to be dissolved. 


Bur THERE is also a negative “psychological” 

side to this coin, and both the criminal and 
his judges are subject to its consequences. The 
criminal is, indeed, impressed by means of the 
massive apparatus of trial and punishment with 
the weight of social disapproval of what he ha 
done. However, neither the trial nor the pun- 
ishment forces him to identify with his victim 
and experience the injuries he has caused. As 
for the judges, the more abstract and technical 
their deliberations become, the more dispas- 
sionate their justice—but also the more mechan- 
ical the principle of responsibility they apply. 
Responsibility rigidly attached to the act may 
yield a verdict unjust to the accused. That is 
why Jewish tradition enjoins that one should 
not judge until (or unless) one can place oneself 
in the position of the offender; and that is why 
it also stipulates such strict conditions in order 
to assure not only the disinterestedness but the 
humane sympathy of judges. That, too, is why 
a variant Jewish tradition, embodied in the New 
Testament, flees from the duty of living in this 
world with the aphorism “Judge not that ye be 
not judged.” 

Thus, the humane influence of institutional 
justice expresses itself in two ways. It breaks 
the vicious circle of reprisal and counter-reprisal 
involved in private justice, and so dissipates and 
dissolves the guilt of animal violence. Justice 
is no longer a filial or a kinship duty, it is a func- 
tion of the impersonal society. Consequently, 
the guilt that can never be dissociated from the 
exercise of justice no longer haunts the consci- 
ence in the shape of furies, of that Nemesis that 
drives the just man mad. Instead, men develop 
a neurotic scrupulosity or even an outright 
phobia concerning the act of judgment. 


Justice, originating in private vengeance, has 
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a corrective aim: it yeeks to awaken im ‘the vio- 
jent man a revulsion wgainst violeace by making 
him experience its effects. The antinomy of 
private vengeance iis that it net only breeds a 
vicious circle of #iolence. It also defeats its own 
psychological perpose, for while seeking to force 
the criminal te identify with his victim, it also 
wauses the avenger to identify with the criminal. 
Institutional justice succeeds in breaking the 
vicious circle of violence; but it only evades the 
problem of responsibility. But if technical penal 
“responsibility” is attached (stably, even though 
mechanically) to specific acts by action of the 
law and the courts, then society can rely on its 
other institutions to do what the courts are unfit 
for—that is, to implant conscience widely 
enough and deeply enough to make a humiane 
co-existence possible. 


THERE is a major reservation that must be added 

to the last statement, and it involves the 
whole range of issues raised by the Eichmann 
trial. Institutional justice, operating within a 
technical code of conventionally defined and 
explicitly published offenses, leaves uncontrolled 
many areas of violence and conflict, particularly 
in the relations between peoples. The crimes 
in these areas are no less outrageous to conscience 
because they have not yet (or only recently) 
been conventionally defined in readily enforce- 
able international acts. No one feels it right 
that a Mussolini or a Batista should go unpun- 
ished because there is no recognized law or 
tribunal conventionally engaged in judging 
penal responsibilities of heads of states against 
their own or other peoples. Other offenses of 
lesser gravity suffer from the same inadequacies 
of established law. It is no less offensive to the 
national conscience to have its economic policies 
—let us say, the American anti-trust acts—dis- 
rupted by organizations beyond its frontiers 
than by domestic operators. But here, as in 
more serious cases, established legal competencies 
are of no avail. 

In the one as in the other case, we have got 
used to seeing injuries redressed by a kind of 
national or international private vengeance. 
When peoples rise against tyrants and kill them, 
it does not convince mankind that a legal con- 
vention has been established if the rebels operate 
through a revolutionary tribunal. But at the 
same time, whatever the initial expression of 
horror, we sooner or later adopt the viewpoint 
of “history” and condone through understanding 
the reprisals. When a government or a national 
court imposes its own laws on foreign agents— 
for example, when the Unted States takes action 
under its anti-trust laws against price-fixing 
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by foreign cartels affecting the American mar- 
ket—and a foreign court, under its own laws, 
disregards such action, we understand both 
views, and we expect an adjustment, if any, to 
be reached more readily by political than by 
legal procedures. On the other hand, there are 
a number of offenses so generally abhorred that, 
even though no sovereign jurisdiction may apply, 
the right of any nation to prosecute the offenders 
is generally recognized. Such offenses are, for 
example, piracy and the slave trade. Anyone 
engaged in these acts is liable, by international 
legal convention, to be tried and punished by any 
nation that seizes him, regardless of the places 
or persons involved. Another set of offenses 
in the same category are war crimes, the crime 
of genocide, and crimes against humanity as 
recently defined and established by the Nurem- 
berg trials and by the consensus of the United 
Nations. 


Two or three different sets of circumstances 

are involved in the Eichmann trial: the seizure, 
the trial, and the punishment. It has not helped 
understanding to have them all argued simul- 
taneously. 

Eichmann was captured in Argentina, accord- 
ing to official statements, by Israeli volunteers. 
There is every reason to accept this statement, 
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for no sane government would undertake such 
an invasion of a friendly, powerful govern- 
ment’s territory as an official act. On the other 
hand, the question of the degree of freedom of 
action of the volunteers is of no interest either, 
for Israel’s moral responsibility would be clear 
if it were proved that it did no more than accept 
custody of Eichmann from the volunteers who 
delivered him. We have here a case, similar 
to many others, where a state in order to secure 
an object of vital concern (here a genocidal 
criminal; in other cases, vital security informa- 
tion) transgresses against the sovereignty of 
another state. There is a clear legal injury. 
That injury has been redressed, in the manner 
chosen by Argentina. 

The remaining issue is whether there is still 
outstanding moral injury in the seizure of Eich- 
mann on foreign soil. One of the reiterated 
arguments is that to condone the seizure of 
£ichmann is to encourage political kidnappings 
universally. Such an argument suggests a moral 
obtuseness that can be only understood psycho- 
logically; to forgive it would be to condone 
and encourage decay of conscience. If the sei- 
zure of Eichmann were a political kidnapping, 
then the only remedy would be his return to 
asylum. The demand for his return was not 
made by Argentina, nor by the United Nations. 
He is not entitled to asylum, for his crimes 
are crimes in the code of all nations, if they 
are civilized. If he had not been seized as he was, 
he would never have stood trial. The legal 
offense of his seizure was indispensable, for with- 
out it the moral injustice of Eichmann’s evasion 
of responsibility would have been perpetuated. 

The trial of Eichmann takes place under in- 
dictments—for war crimes, crimes against hu- 
manity, and the crime of genocide against the 
Jewish people-—which are based on laws directly 
copied or derived from the international legal 
conventions defined and established through 
the Nuremberg trials. They have been framed 
with a meticulous regard for legal niceties, and 
(according to such competent authorities as 
Dr. Jacob Robinson, Professor Milton Katz and 
others) could undoubtedly stand review by any 
competent international court of appeals, if 
such a thing existed. 

The objections, again, can be understood 
psychologically. Some derive from the genera’ 
neuroses and phobias associated with the whole 
process of criminal trial. These are accentuated 
in this case, because the issues that may be con- 
fined to a technical level are trivial here, while 
the great issue is that of defining and impressing 
upon conscience the nature of human responsi- 
bility. Everyone knows with fair certainty long 
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before the trial begins what is the general nature 
and extent of the crimes committed and no one 
doubts that it can be proven what specific share 
in them can be assigned to Eichmann. In fact, 
in view of the likelihood that the defendant 
would repeat in court the same sort of confession 
already made public in his name, Israel has 
had to adopt a law making possible the presenta- 
tion of full proof on points on which a con- 
fession of guilt is made at the outset. The 
purpose of this trial is not the technical de- 
termination of what specific acts and what legal 
class of acts were committed or what specific 
persons committed them in order to remove 
doubts on these points; it is rather the purpose, 
tacitly assumed and generally repressed in trial 
procedures, of exhibiting to the conscience ot 
men the horror of certain acts. It only increases 
the uneasiness of observers that these are acts 
that occurred partly because responsibility for 
them has in the past been ill-defined (as they 
have had few precedents); and they are also 
acts for which a general complicity is shared by 
many who did not commit them but failed to 
do what they could have done to prevent or 
restrain them. For that very reason, it is 
essential that the responsibilities involved be 
fully and firmly demonstrated. 


NOTHER source of general uneasiness is that 

Israel is trying Eichmann—that is, the victim, 
or his symbolic representative, is the judge. The 
same problem, if it is one, arose in the postwar 
trial of Nazi war criminals by the Allies. But 
in a crime against humanity the victim is always 
the judge, but it is an offense that attacks all 
men. It would be most effective morally, some 
contend, if the people whose leaders committed 
genocide or other war crimes themselves tried 
the offenders and punished them. In this way 
those who were sources of evil would deepen 
their own horror of the deed while demonstrat- 
ing the universal horror. But this view is, per- 
haps, superficial as well as immaterial. It is imma- 
terial, because (in the case of Eichmann) the 
Germans made no attempt to seek jurisdiction. 
They show in this a profounder sensitivity to 
moral realities than those who say that it is the 
Germans who should have jurisdiction. Before 
the Germans can presume to judge in this case, 
they must submit to be judged. All men, no 
doubt, share guilt for what happened; and 
in judging Eichmann, Israel undoubtedly (as 
the Israelis well know) will raise issues con- 
cerning the guilt of Jews and Jewish leaders 
as well as of Germans. They will also have to 
place themselves in the position of the killers in 
order to appreciate the nature and extent of 
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their responsibility—and to submit themselves 
hereafter to the legal principles they will es- 
tablish. But the “correction” of judging is not 
enough for those who bear the greatest and most 
direct guilt. It is morally required that they see 
themselves judged—and precisely by Israel. The 
reconciliation the best Germans seek could 
hardly have been advanced if they had con- 
tested Israel’s jurisdiction in this case; for the 
claim to exercise justice would then have been 
an evasion of justice. 

Another immaterial proposal repeatedly made 
was that Israel should hand over jurisdiction 
to an international tribunal of powers not direct- 
ly involved either in the commission or the 
suffering of the crime. No tribunal of this sort 
is available nor was an attempt made to set one 
up. The advocates of this course would have 
been on sounder moral grounds if they had 
not appealed to Israel to defer to such a non- 
existent tribunal (for this meant merely to 
prevent the exercise of justice) but made some 
attempt to set up a permanent international 
tribunal for this or future cases. 

The only suggestion of this sort that comes 
to mind is the proposal by Telford Taylor (New 
York Times Magazine, January 22, 1961) that 
Israel should regard its trial of Eichmann as 
“a proceeding in the nature of an inquest, or 
similar to the investigation which, in Continental 
criminal practice, precedes and furnishes the 
basis for an accusation” and should subsequently 
“lay the charges either before the West German 
Government ... or before the United Nations.” 
A final verdict and presumably punishment 
would then issue from the tribunal so chosen. 
As to punishment, the nature of the offense 
charged is such that obviously no punishment 
could be proportioned to it or have an adequate 
“correctional” effect. If Eichmann is punished 
at all, it will only be because any other course 
raises insuperable difficulties; and the penalty 
will amount to disposing of him rather than 
punishing him. To have this act carried out 
by an international or a German body would 
surely be welcomed by Israel. It would un- 
doubtedly be equally welcome if an international 
body undertook to complete (or, if you will, 
“review”) the judgment of Eichmann by Israel. 
There has been no sign whatever of any eager- 
ness in United Nations quarters (let alone West 
Germany) to assume this responsibility. 


[7 Is not only because Israel represents the victim 

that critics are uneasy. It is also because Israel 
is Jewish. Too many bloody crimes committed 
against the Jews have been justified on the 
grounds of alleged Jewish guilt for deicide, for 
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well-poisoning, for carving pounds of flesh from 
Gentile bodies or draining their veins for ritual 
uses to let the world see with equanimity how 
Jews try their killers. Jews subject to the im- 
mediate impact of the good or ill will of their 
Gentile neighbors shudder at the prospect and 
cry out against Israel’s seeming to represent 
them. 

But it is too late for Jews to retreat into the 
security of an unequal status. Injustice against 
the Jews can no longer be adjusted by mutual 
arrangement or dealt with under the cover of 
nameless offenses. Since the creation of Israel 
we can no longer hide in the invisible ghetto but, 
w.ether all of us like it or not, must defend 
as well as enjoy the rights of full equality: as a 
distinct people, define this term as you like. 
Never has Jewish emancipation been defensible 
solely within the confines of national sovereign- 
ty, but international action by non-govern- 
mental Jewish agencies was always required. 
With the emergence of Israel, Jewish rights are 
entitled to and must receive the same open in- 
ternational defense as the rights of Indians in 
South Africa. To do this, as in the case of the 
Eichmann trial, in strict conformity with the 
conventions beginning to be established in in- 
ternational law, instead of through political 
means, contributes in the long run to the peace 
and order of all men, as it does to the security of 
the Jews. We will have to learn how to bear 
with equanimity the quakes and tremors of those 
moves that settle our unsteady world into a 
stabler framework of law or redefine the Jews 
as a people among the peoples. 





PREFERRED 


for quality and flavor during holidays and the year 
around. At Passover time, 1961, we extend cordial 
greetings to our many friends and patrons, and wish 
Jewish people everywhere 

A HAPPY, KOSHER PASSOVER 


SEALTEST DAIRY PRODUCTS 
KOSHER FOR PASSOVER 


Sealtest Dairy Products 
preferred for quality and flavor 
Certified by RABBI S. B. FRIEDMAN 


SEALTEST 
New York City 








Greetings to... 
OUR JEWISH FRIENDS 
HOWARD JOHNSON’S 
v 


247-21 NORTHERN BLVD. DOUGLASTON, N. Y. 

















36 





JEWisH FRONT 


Disenthralment or Extinction 


by Horace 


me, the Jewish Frontier signalizes a faith 
which, in my own way, I share, and works 
designed to transvalue faith into fact which 
at many times I am glad to have a part in, and 
at rare times J find repugnant and self-defeating. 
On the face of it, this is a normal trait of the 
human predicament: the families of mankind 
tend always and everywhere to agree about 
goals, and to war with each other about the 
ways and works wherewith to achieve those 
goals. The goals are ideal ends. The ways and 
works are the actual means, the tools and agen- 
cies which mankind employ to attain these ends. 
The goals are the ultimate aspects of ‘the causes 
for which human beings live and labor and 
fight and die. The means are the proximate 
aspects of the causes, and in the nature of things 
they become more precious than the ends they 
are means to. Mankind have striven more pas- 
sionately and fought one another more cruelly 
and bloodily over the means to their ends than 
over their ends. 

Because ends are felt to be common, because 
everybody wants peace and plenty and health 
and happiness and justice and liberty, the on- 
going war of all against all is being fought over 
how to get what is wanted, rather than the 
nature of this what. The going is felt to be 
more vital than the goal, the means than the 
end, so that the means get idolized and the ends 
submerged. By exalting tools into idols, their 
right role in our struggles to live and to grow 
is subverted. They get established as paramount 
causes for whose sake mankind practice upon 
one another all the inhumanities which history 
records. They, not the common ends, become 
the ideals which dominate our lives. 


They become and continue such because they 
generate a mystique which tradition nourishes. 
In this mystique means and ends compenetrate 
and the distinction between them is shifted from 
the level of reality to that of appearance. It 
is recognized as due to a way of seeing, not to 
the nature of what is seen. In substance, end 
is means consummated, means is end in process. 
In substance, a cause is the life and labor of 
those whose cause it is. The mystique which 
comes to envelop it, however, separates a shadow 
from the substance and venerates that. Thus, 
the belief is world-wide that every cause sur- 
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vives its aficionados and supporters; that it is 
somehow an eternal ideal, which infallibly draws 
to itself the allegiance of its faithful, generation 
after generation, all committing their lives and 
fortunes and sacred honor to serve and defend 
it until they die, to have their places taken by 
their children. The generations come, the gen- 
erations go, but the cause goes on forever. 

This is the mystique. It assigns to an effect 
the energies and powers of which it is the con- 
sequence and creation. It projects a topsy-turvy 
view of the relations between believers and 
creeds, causes and their supporters, servants and 
defenders. In the right-side-up view, causes 
live on only from the lives of the generations 
which successively commit themselves to keeping 
their causes alive. As all history shows, whenever 
the children refuse the heritage of commitment, 
they abandon to extinction the cause which 
gave direction and goal to the lives of their 
parents. 


WE az all poignantly aware how much this 

is the case everywhere in the world, and es- 
pecially in free societies, with the causes which 
the words, Judaism, Jewishness, Hebraism, de- 
note. It is the case in Israel, no less than in our 
own country, in Great Britain no less than in 
Soviet Russia. Hebraic culture and ideals live 
on only as the successive generations of people 
called Jews define their own lives by them and 
will and work that they should live on. The 
anxieties of parents about the “Jewishness” of 
their children are anxieties about the ways and 
means of securing and holding their children’s 
loyalties and diversifying and deepening their 
processes of Jewish self-definition and identi- 
fication. Our word for all such ways and means 
is education, and education has been a para- 
mount concern of the Jewish people from their 
beginnings. It has been a paramount concern 
because the creators and developers of “‘Jewish- 
ness” recognized instinctively that education 
is survival, survival is education. 

But, as we now are also poignantly aware, edu- 
cation often turns out to be a means which de- 
feats its own end. Instead of awakening interest 
and communicating understanding it inhibits 
interest and blocks understanding. Designed to 
win loyalty, it awakens aversion. Vis-d-vis the 
next generation, education can be a slow cul- 
tural suicide. It seems to work thus even when 
the devout elders presently endeavor to transmit 
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a creed or a code as the intact repetition of an 
invariant past by isolating their children, by 
cutting them off and shutting them away, as 
in a religio-cultural concentration camp, from 
whatever the elders believe might compete with 
their own cause for their children’s loyalty and 
service. They refuse to see that in the endlessly 
diverse and manifold environment of thoughts 
and things, education might be no more than 
a perpetuation of ancestral errors, seeking to 
make of what it teaches a past with no genuine 
future; to make it that finished system with 
neither need nor power to grow which the word 
“eternal” signifies, especially when it is joined 
to the word “‘verities.” 

We who have perceived, and are concerned 
about, the actualities of Jewish survival, need 
not have repeated to us that this is the way 
of defeat, not of victory, in the struggle to live 
on as Jews amid the competitive cultures of our 
civilization, where the causes for which human 
beings strive to win each other’s allegiance are 
so multitudinous, so varied, and where their 
demands on one another are so blindly, so cruelly, 
so exigently self-centered. We need not have 
repeated to us that in such a world, if the 
education which is survival is not to be education 
for a war of all against all, it must be an educa- 
tion that sustains and liberates, that nourishes 
and trains the powers of men to acquiesce in 
each other’s differences, to respect them with 
sympathy and understanding, that leads them 
to share with one another their visions and 
works. It must be an education which enables 
them—as they diversely pursue what they di- 
versely believe to be the truth—to pool their 
efforts towards a life more abundant for all. 
Nor do we need to have repeated that even 
the freest society fails to practice education 
in this way, to this end. Rather does it con- 
tribute to the bewilderment and multiply the 
anxieties of this “age of anxieties” of ours. Recall 
the King of Siam, in the musical comedy, The 
King and I: “In my head are many facts of which 
I wish I was more certain I was sure.” 

Does not this chant bespeak the perplexing 
variety of counsel, the perennial frustrations of 
efforts toward uniting the “facts” in a consensus 
of all, satisfying to each? Wherever we turn, 
be it towards the principles and policies of edu- 
cation in our struggle for the survival of free 
societies or toward the principles and_ policies 
of education in the struggle for the survival of 
Jewishness among the many faiths and cultures 
of this free society, we encounter the incerti- 
tude of the unsure, mounting, heightening. 


THis is not a new condition. It thrusts itself 
more disturbingly on our attention in this 
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our “atomic age” and “age of anxiety.” But 
the feel of it has been expressed by more than 
one poet or philosopher since the powerholders 
of the world took science for their doctrine and 
the uses of science in industry for their discipline, 
I think especially of A. E. Housman’s verses, 
The Laws of God, The Laws of Man. 

And how am I to face the odds 

Of man’s bedevilment and God’s, 

I, a stranger and afraid 

In a world I never made. 

Looking back, it comes to me that the be- 
devilment is a self-bedevilment, that the odds 
are odds we humans build up against ourselves; 
that the world we are actually afraid of is not the 
world we never made, wherein we seek vacation 
from our vocations. It comes to me that the 
world of our fears and bedevilment is the world 
of our own making—this strange new world 
of steel and uranium, electronics and sputniks 
which today qualify what we call industrial 
civilization, that keeps harnessing the free spirit 
of science to a regimented economy of machines 
and a mechanized hierarchy of culture. With 
these, we impattern our ongoing animal drives 
in strange and human forms. With these, we 
transvalue the old understanding which, by 
means of its transactions with the non-human 
world, our animal faith built up into the myth 
and magic of our immemorial creeds, of their 
rites and of their rotes. We transvalue the old 
understanding into the unforeseen and unfore- 
seeable visions and the new beliefs, the new 
symbols they call forth. We call these science 
and they are the signature of our modernity. 

On the record, they stand for greater abun- 
dance, better health, greater ease, greater free- 
dom, longer life. But, alas! they have neither 
checked nor liquidated the perennial causes for 
which mankind wage their perennial wars with 
one another: the cause of the free society against 
the cause of the servile state; the cause of liberty 
of the free mind against the cause of the au- 
thoritarian will; the cause of the life more 
abundant in all things against the cause of lock- 
stepped, time-clocked existence under prepon- 
derant power measuring out all times and 
thoughts and things. Among the ancient He- 
brews it was the spirit of the Prophets against 
the skills of the Priesthood. Among the ancient 
Greeks it was the ways and works of Athens 
against the works and ways of Sparta. Today 
it is the ways and works of the free world 
against the works and ways first of the Nazi and 
now of the Communist totalitarian world! 


AYBE this warfare of moral ideals is the stuff 
which the weather of human existence is 





eve 





TIER 


But 
than 
ders 
and 
line, 
rses, 


for 
ith 


ast 


iu 
re 





MarcH, 1961 


made of. Certainly we observe the bedevilments, 
on whatever scale, to arise in every place, at 
every time: in Israel as here at home and in all 
free societies; in Hungary, in Poland, amid the 
other satellites of the totalitarian empire, and 
in Russia and in China no less. We observe, too, 
that where the ruling passion is the image of 
society as a systematic whole in which un- 
authorized and irresponsible authority imposes 
itself on its individual members by force majeure, 
where this image is the cause for which the 
generations are required to work and die, no 
true cause exists at all. For only that cause 
can be true to which the men give their loyalties 
freely, with all their hearts and all their minds. 
Creeds and codes cannot be made into causes 
by the ruthless use of preponderant power, by 
confiscation, by proscription. Genuine allegiance 
can be neither won nor held by means of spying, 
of secret police watching for failures to con- 
form to the doctrine and discipline that the 
subjects of the inquisitional surveillance are sup- 
posed to work and fight and suffer and starve and 
die for. To the holders of this preponderant 
power, doctrine and discipline are, as the record 
makes evident, merely instruments of their ac- 
quisition of more power, of their pursuit of a 
monopoly in power. They figure as fabrications 
of fraud, mobilizations of force. The symbol 
of doctrine is what the late Goebbels disclosed 
as “the Big Lie,” and the de facto condition 
for its survival is an economy of scarcity in all 
the diversities of thoughts and things from 
which a high standard of living grows and 
flourishes. The symbol of discipline is this im- 
posed scarcity. Goering disclosed it in the slo- 
gan: “Guns, not butter.” The present masters 
of totalitarian lands continue the domestic pro- 
gram of Goebbels and Goering; big lies, guns, 
no butter. They fuse the Nazi faith with the 
Communist creed in one communazi discipline 
which Stalin standardized and his successors 
would improve upon. Their attitude toward 
the multitudes, whom they treat as only tools 
with life in them, reminds me of the devout, 
Southern Calvinist lady of the plantation who 
brought deathbed consolation to a slave of hers 
by picturing the ways of life of the unelect in 
hell. Groaned the slave: “Must I go to hell?” 
Reproached the lady: “Be glad you have a 
hell to go to.” 

I need not emphasize what corruptions of 
liberty totalitarian principles and practices may 
work in even the freest of those societies whose 
matrix is liberty and whose governments are 
each predominantly an organization of liberties. 
Also in free societies lies, even big lies, are freely 
told; but truths are told no less freely and the 
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lies soon or late cross each other up and fade 
away while truths are strengthened by the 
challenges and tests they undergo. The economy 
of free societies—as we Americans particularly 
are aware—provides their peoples with both 
guns and butter. Nor does our economy pro- 
vide both for ourselves alone. Not only have 
we been, since 1939, the arsenal of democracy; 
we have been, in far greater degree than any 
other nation, almoners of all the needy whose 
needs we were free to serve, and sometimes 
of many behind the Iron Curtain as well. 


Wy, then, do we nevertheless keep wishing 

we were more certain we were sure? Why, 
then, do we feel ourselves strangers and afraid 
in a world not we, but the totalitarians have 
made? We regard them with fear and envy; 
we exalt their works and ways into Joneses we 
must needs keep up with. In a phase of our 
history when we are receiving countless benefits 
from the uses of freedom, we have become afraid 
of freedom and permit our free society to ac- 
cept the protection of its liberties from those 
who would make them secure by annulling that 
which keeps it a free society. As George San- 
tayana wrote a generation ago in The Last Puri- 
tan: “The world is full of conscript minds, 
Only they are in different armies, and nobody 
is fighting to be free, but each to make his own 
conscription universal.” 

What, I ask you, must “fighting to be free” 
mean to you, to me? What bearing does it have 
on education, on Jewish education, and thus on 
Jewish survival? 

I can answer only for myself. Both experience 
and study have persuaded me that for every 
person his freedom is from birth both the con- 
dition of his present and the ideal for his future. 
From the drawing of his first breath his struggle 
for survival is a struggle for his freedom. What- 
ever the sequences of his personal history, what- 
ever the circumstances of his existence, this 
struggle is his life, inwardly its own end, out- 
wardly its own means. I think this is why our 
Declaration of Independence calls freedom an 
“inalienable right,” the peer of life and of the 
pursuit of happiness. I think that these three 
words signify our entire ongoing, self-diversi- 
fying striving for “self-preservation.” They 
signify the undirected, blind reachings out of 
the infant, its searchings and seekings. They 
signify the extended explorations and with- 
drawal which follow from its chance encoun- 
ters with the surrounding world. They signify 
the memories which ensue, especially those which 
events renew and reenforce, shaping them up 
into the designs for living we call habits and per- 
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ceptions. These designs are formations of our 
struggle to go on struggling. They signalize our 
dynamic relations with the world around. They 
serve us as gradients for shaping the singularities 
of our ongoing experience into our personal his- 
tories as human beings. They are learnings, 
They are knowledge. It took the cognoscenti 
a long time to discern that this is what they are. 
The discernment is now crystallized in the 
cliché that living is learning, learning is living, 
But that their dynamic is freedom, that without 
freedom no knowledge, that without knowledge 
freedom pushes in vain at the frontier which 
knowledge defines, this has not yet attained the 
sure certainty of a cliché. 


‘THERE is another cliché. It is one which people 

find most reassuring. It is that the human 
beings we in fact make ourselves into are iden- 
tical repetitions of one humanity, the same at 
all times, in all places. Alas, we never meet 
such a one face to face, not even as a corpse. 
Even the animals we are born as are singulars, 
with something unsharable in their animal indi- 
viduality. And the humanity we grow up into 
compounds all the differences that accrue from 
the cultural formations we are born into, from 
the immediacies amid which we begin to live 
our human lives and move and form our human 
being. These present the value-system com- 
posed of the attitudes, the sentiments, the ways 
of doing and thinking, which signalize the 
group-individuality whose precious survival we 
learn directly and indirectly to cleave unto as 
the end and means of our own survival in its 
midst. These are our first learnings. They 
specify us as Jews or Gentiles, Hebrews or Hel- 
lenes, New Englanders or Arkansans, Americans 
or Europeans or Asiatics, and so on, in every 
range and degree, without end. They relate to 
the sequences of our personal history and the 
formation of our character as the movements 
of a symphony relate to its theme. Whatever 
dissonances or discords the movements include, 
whatever recessions and divergences, the theme 
continues. And it somehow dominates, some- 
how holds within its composite whole the anti- 
phonies it arouses. It somehow impatterns the 
creative energy which gave it birth and becomes 
the basis whence the later movements go—and 
whereto they return. 

It has long seemed to me that men’s lives are 
like this. The immediacies of the cultural econ- 
omy one is born into work as both the going 
and the goal of his growth into humanity, at 
once the boundary and the road away from it 
to the world beyond which his freedom spon- 
taneously reaches out to. Learning it has freed 
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him from the animal hazards of blind searching 
and seeking. What he now knows identifies 
him as the kind of human being his learning has 
made of him. He can now again reach out 
beyond the frontier between himself and the 
unknown world and change the shape of both. 

Francis Bacon told us that knowledge, so 
achieved, is power. He was, I think, among 
the earliest students of the human enterprise to 
recognize that the struggle to live is above all 
dse a struggle to know. Our own age has en- 
larged and deepened Bacon’s insight. Ours has 
sen also that growing in the knowledge which 
is power requires for its soil an ever greater 
freedom of communication between the multi- 
tudes of diverse societies which are mankind, and 
in whose cultures the singularities of their being 
human reside. Free societies base their ways on 
this insight. ‘They are committed to the free 
enterprise of the mind. So committed, they 
attain to abundance in thoughts and things. 
Their organization of liberties insures to every 
member equally the freedom without privilege 
and without penalty, singly or in companies to 
ask, to tell, to learn, to judge, to choose, to be- 
lieve, to doubt and to disbelieve. ‘The organiza- 
tion is an assurance, to each by all, which under- 
writes eternal vigilance against barriers where- 
with men shut themselves off, or are shut off 
by others, from communication with the rest 
because they are different. The organization— 
we usually call it democracy—is postulated on 
the actuality of differences and the right to be 
different. 





[t 1s a commonplace that through the long his- 

tory of Western civilization the Jewish people 
lived under a heavy penalty for their Jewish 
diference. Until the Democratic Revolution 
and the ensuing formation of modern free so- 
cities, they survived among their non-Jewish 
neighbors in an enforced isolation and conse- 
quently a cultural poverty much below the 
modern level of cultural subsistence. Wherever 
communication was liberated Jewish youth 
tended to equate being a free man with ceasing 
to be a Jewish man. ‘They tended to appraise 
Judaism, Jewishness, Hebraism, as values alien 
to, and intrinsically excluded from, the human- 
ities and the humane spirit, and as foes to the 
liberal education. Their trend was centrifugal, 
and the trajectory of their flight, which they 
believed to be their self-liberation, is marked by 
the succession of today’s Judaist denominations, 
sects, and secularist and secularizing Jewish so- 
cieties. Each owns a design for education in- 
tended to secure the survival of its own singu- 
larities of faith and works, and the extinction 
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of its rivals. In consequence, what many work 
from, in the education of their young into Jews, 
tends to be but a fragment and dilution of the 
total available record of the Jewish people; often 
it is a scarcely visible component of the con- 
figuration of faith and forms to which they 
teach piety and for which they demand praise. 
In consequence others at the opposite extreme 
design a concentrated exclusiveness for whose 
isolationism the traditional ghetto offers no 
parallel. The former, if they could, would allow 
the past next to no role in the present. The 
latter, if they were able, would assume the past 
into an idol and employ it as a fetish, knowledge 
of which would render both present and future 
purely repetitions of the past. 

As I see them, both condemn themselves to 
defeat in their struggle to survive as Jews. “Jew” 
always stands for more than any individual Jew 
or society of such individuals can stand for. As 
I see them, the one manifests no awareness that 
in the nature of things the living present cannot 
be a present cut off from the past; the other, 
that in the nature of things, the living past can- 
not be a past merely repeating itself, that it 
must needs be a past which diversifies, changes 
and is changed, a past which grows. It grows 
because the present of the living past is passage 
to the new, unpredictable events of the genuine 
future that enter the past and in entering, en- 
rich and alter it. Neither seems aware that a 
past is a living past only if the generations which 
learn it not only contemplate it but absorb and 
digest it in their own living; only if they trans- 
late and transvalue it by their own struggles to 
preserve themselves as Jews. 

Insofar as Jewish education does intend Jew- 
ish survival, insofar as Jews concerned with edu- 
cation are aware of the what and how as well 
as the why of their intention, they find them- 
selves, it seems to me, acting from these postu- 
lates, working in these ways. They do not take 
their Jewish heritage for a treasure perfect and 
inalterable, whereof the generations of Jews are 
the worshipful hereditary custodians. Nor do 
they take it for an attic full of old discards to 
be left to the cultural junkman. They neither 
appraise Jewish education as rehearsal of ances- 
tral errors nor as the conservation of eternal 
truths. To them the Jewish people are no 
Bonzje Schweig, whose existence on earth was a 
personal history of such silent endurance of 
hunger, sickness, and cruel exploitation by his 
fellow men, that his ultimate ideal on earth be- 
came a hot roll and butter to eat. When, at 
last, the magnates of heaven had welcomed 
Bonzje as primus inter pares; when, after his 
last judgment, the prosecuting angel announced 
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he would be silent in heaven as Bonzje had been 
on earth, and when the Lord God himself offered 
the saint, who so silently had suffered, all the 
treasures of heaven to choose from, Bonzje could 
not at first conceive that it was to him that the 
offer had been made. Finally persuaded, he said: 
“Well then, if it is truly me who is meant, I’d 
like a hot roll and butter every day.” 

Bonzje’s highest standard of living, you see, 
had become, while he was alive on earth, a hot 
roll and butter, and this is what it remained 
when he took up his life in heaven. The new 
scene, the new society, the new opportunities did 
not avail to alter it. Education, whether as 
experience or schooling, had blinded his vision 
and atrophied his powers. His past was a dead 
stasis, not a living propulsion toward the life 
more abundant in thoughts and things. We 
Jews must be forever vigilant that Jewish edu- 
cation does not effect such a stasis with its 
alienation of the young and immobilization of 


the old. 
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THis 1s the common cause, the shareable enj 
and means of all our country’s Jewish com. 
munities and Judaist communions. And whethe 
they know it or not, they could neither haye 
conceived nor served this cause were it not for 
the change in Jewish values and works wrought 
by two influences. The first is the system of 
ideals that the word “American” signifies. The 
current phrase which bespeaks these ideals wa 
first used, if I am not mistaken, by an historian 
by avocation, James Truslow Adams. He called 
them “The American Dream.” Banker by vo. 
cation as this Adams was, he made it a sort of 
counter-Bonzje Schweig, a poor man, achieving 
riches; a personal history as a “success story” 
of the sort which so many Americans do exem- 
plify. This Adams seemed entirely unaware 
that “The American Dream” does not embody 
this American value-system but is an incidental 
consequence of it. The phrase accurately ex- 
pressive of the authentic value-system of Amer- 
ica was first used by a Christian minister of 
religion, the Unitarian abolitionist, Theodore 
Parker. He called it “The American Idea” or 
Idea of Freedom. He meant by it the teachings 
of the American Declaration of Independence: 
the belief that all human beings, however differ- 
ent from each other, are equally entitled to 
liberty, as well as to life and the pursuit of 
happiness, and that government is the creation 
of a covenant between all these different to 
secure these rights equally to one another. First 
and last, it is “the American Idea,” not “the 
American Dream,” that the word “American” 
stands for. It is in the light of this Idea that 
the word “Jewish” must needs intend the or- 
chestration of all the different meanings which 
Jews give this word in their own individual and 
associated struggles for self-preservation. 

The second influence is at once the most ade- 
quate exemplification of the first and in a fun- 
damental way its spring and matrix. It is what 
the word “science” covers. But not science as 
merely a body of knowledge, the product of 
merely an operational technique segregated from 
the humanity of mankind, foe of the liberal 
spirit, servant of powerful special interests 
which contain and compel it. The influence 
I have in mind is science as the free enterprise 
of free minds, when they come honestly together 
in cooperative competition or competitive co- 
operation, inquiring into the nature of thoughts 
and things, seeking the knowledge which is 
power, to the ends of ever more assured survival 
and growth in liberty and abundance for all 
mankind. It is only as free enterprise so pursued 
that science lives on, and can live on. Its ethic 
is the ethic of equal liberty, wherein no one 
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nalizes another for his difference, no one re- 
«ists honest change in others or checks it in him- 
> glf, every one willingly submits his faith to the 
test of works in experience, in experiment and 
‘a discourse; wherein each learns from all, all 
‘learn from each, in an ongoing safe and free 
interchange of thoughts and things. 
I think that most of us familiar with the at- 
“titudes of scientists as scientists to one another, 
to their ways and works, are agreed that their 
relations exemplify human values at their most 
mature and humane. It has long been one of 
my cherished overbeliefs, to which I have given 
expression in one or another of my writings, 
that the philosophic implications of the pre- 
Judaistic, the Hebraic, components of our Jew- 
ish heritage can, far beyond its alternatives and 
rivals, be orchestrated with this humanism of 
the authentic scientific outlook and attitude to 
which our age owes its modernity. I have be- 
lieved these many years that Jewish education, 
as the struggle for Jewish survival, must pursue 
this orchestration. Jewish victory in the strug- 
gle has never been a sure thing. During more 
than two milennia, it has been little more than 
mere survival, the keeping alive of a past with 
almost no future in a world where Jewishness 
was a lonely culture of dissent from the under- 
lying unity of the Christian and Moslem faiths. 
Now this long travail of unshared anxiety has 
become confluent with a global anxiety nour- 
ished by our brave new world of electrenics and 
automations, atom bombs, missiles and sputniks 
which men of science conceive and produce and 
statesmen and men of affairs appropriate and 
menace one another with. 
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Now, for survival, all the families of mankind 
must needs turn, each in the ways of its own 
culture, from the ethic inward to power-politics 
which merely repeats the past, to the ethic in- 
ward to the economy of science which works 
from the past toward a freer, safer, more abun- 
dant future. Within the framework of this 
imperative, the way to survival and growth for 
the Jewish communities is a Jewish education 
presently renewing their Hebraic heritage with 
the methods and materials of the scientific spirit. 
That this would require radical transformations 
of Jewish education as currently practiced may 
render it more difficult but does not render it the 
less urgent. 


LET me finish by repeating again the words I 
have so often repeated in Jewish gatherings, 
from a speech by Abraham Lincoln at a moment 
of great danger to the Republic during the Civil 
War. He was addressing, of course, Americans 
invincibly loyal to the American Idea. 

“The dogmas of the quiet past,” he said then, 
“are inadequate to the stormy present. The oc- 
casion is piled high with difficulty, and we must 
rise to the occasion. As our case is new, so we 
must think and act anew. We must disenthrall 
ourselves, and then we shall save our country.” 
To me, the foremost function of education is 
disenthrallment. Disenthrallment is signally the 
function of Jewish education if it is to keep 
the Jewish people identifying themselves as 
growingly Jewish by their fighting, working 
faith in Jewish culture and ideals within the 
framework of the American Idea. 
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Seder in an Israel Kibbutz 
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My rirsr Seder in Palestine was a lovely site, nestling in the 

fifty-two years ago, and Ihave wooded slopes of the Hills of 
spent most of the Passover festivals Ephraim, just above the Vale of 
in the land since 1917, when, Esdraelon (Emek). It has pros- 
having made a slow exodus from pered by the skill and hard work 
Egypt with the British Forces of its members; and is proud of a 
through Sinai, I was camped out- new community house and dining- 
side Gaza. But I had never till room built with the compensation 
last year been in a kibbutz for the which its original German mem- 
Seder. Once in a lifetime that bers recovered from Germany, and 
should be done, and my wife and_ which they treated, like all other 
I accepted an invitation to a kib- property, as belonging to the com- 
butz of the Hashomer Hazair. munity. It has a population of 
Founded twenty-five years ago by 700-800 souls, who include 250 
a German youth group, Werk- full members, as many children of 
leute, who before Hitler were not their own, an ulpan of 60 young 
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sively while they earn their keep 
by helping in the work of the kib- 
butz, a party of Israel youth doing 
a year’s service on the land, and 
some 60 parents of the members. 
The celebration began in the 
afternoon before sunset, when the 
whole village walked out to the 
barley fields, and watched the cut- 
ting of the first sheaves of barley, 
the Omer, and their symbolic of- 
fering to the community. All 
were in their festival clothes, and 
the reapers wore specially gay 
blouses. After them six young 
women, also in gay robes, started 
the dancing with the sheaves, 
which was taken up by the young 
children, then by the adults, and 
finally ended with the Hora. 


E SEDER itself did not begin 

till 8, and it lasted a full four 
hours, till midnight. The new hall, 
resplendent with modern decora- 
tions of the kibbutz artists, was 
crowded to the brim: all the popu- 
lation, except the infants, and 
many visitors. Every member had 
his numbered place, a printed copy 
of the Haggada, and of the songs 
which have been added to the 
ritual; and the wine and meal were 
set on each table. The Haggada, 
which has been adopted by the 
Hashomer branch of the Kibbutz 
movement, is attractively illus- 
trated with modern drawings. The 
reading of the Haggada was done 
by a number of leading members, 
among them several women. To 
my pleasant surprise the order of 
service followed closely the tradi- 
tional ritual. The main parts were 
kept, the recitation of the Exodus, 
the reminder that our generation, 
too, was delivered, the blessings 
for the four cups of wine, and the 
questions by the children, “Why 
is this night different from other 
nights?” The beauty and clearness 
of the Hebrew accent of everybody 
who read and sang, old and young, 
lingers in the memory. So does 
the singing by the big congrega- 
tion of the modern songs, in which 
water and rain are the favorite 
themes. We had, too, long pas- 
sages from Handel’s oratorio, “Is- 
rael in Egypt,” beautifully ren- 
dered. The orchestra and choir of 
the village, conducted by a bril- 
liant music-teacher of the school, 
were on a platform, and during 
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the evening many groups came we 


to play and sing. 


I had heard that in former yey, 
the Haggada of a kibbutz includy | 
a history of the founding of th! 


collective settlements in Israel anj 
their early trials. 
given up, and the only narratiy 


which was added to the tradition;| | 


story was a light-hearted dialogy 
between Pharaoh and Hamaz, in 


which Pharaoh boasts that he ha | 


made the Children of Israel tel 
every year of what they suffered 
at his hand. 

The second part of the servic: 
included noble passages from th 


Prophets, and from the Song of | 


Songs, which is associated with the 
Passover. The Seder of the kibbutz 
includes all the motives of th 
“Season of our Freedom.” We had 
pieces of the modern Hebrew 
poets, Bialik, Shlonsky and Alter. 
man, and Biblical and other pz- 
sages on two themes which do not 
form part of the traditional Seder, 
but are peculiar and appropriate to 
Israel. They are peace between 
nations, and the ingathering of the 
Jewish dispersion. At the end there 
was a memorial reading for the 
victims of persecution, and a te- 
vised, and, as I thought, an im- 
proved version of Had Gadya. But 
the old tune, hallowed by mem- 
ories, is kept. The kibbutz Seder 
is an example of the trend in Israel 
to go back nearer to the tradition, 
and adapt it to the life of today. 
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REMINISCENCES 
OF ALIYAH BET 


by Avraham Weingrod 


E CLEAR and cold day in 
April, 1946, a small Canadian 
corvette slipped quietly out of 
New York harbor and sailed out 
into a choppy Atlantic. The de- 
parture was unobtrusive and seem- 
ingly unnoticed. But on board 
that small ship, with its freshly- 
painted sides and renovated en- 
gines, was a most unusual crew, 
going forth on a most unusual 
mission. There were seven or eight 
professional Jewish seamen—some 
American-born, some “Palestinian” 
—who knew how to run a ship, 
and had signed on primarily in 
order to earn some good money. 
The rest of us—the lowly deck 
hands, oilers and firemen—were 
experienced mostly in such mat- 
ters as organizing Labor Zionist 
youth groups, running “Hecha- 
jutz” training-farms, and writing 
deprecatory articles on “Whither 
Jewish Youth?” Together we were 
going forth, the first of several 
such boats, to bring “‘illegal” Jew- 
ish refugees from Europe to Pales- 
tine, to break the British blockade. 
Behind us were several months 
of preparation. We were taught 
at least the rudiments of what we 
were expected to do on the ship, 
and, for better or for worse, we 
got to know each other and 
learned to work together. There 
was one very impressive Sunday 
afternoon when, in the presence of 
a smal! and select group of people, 
we were officially made members 
of the “Hagana” by a man who 
was later to play a key role in 
Israel’s War of Independence. But 
together with the idealistic purpose 
and high resolve, we also saw 
things of which we were critical: 
so many “Important People” were 
brought on board to look us over, 
that it seemed to make a mockery 
of the supposed secrecy of our 
mission; there was a great deal of 
last-minute improvisation and a 
lack of organization, which at 
times bordered on anarchy; and 
we resented the fact that among 
all the numerous people who con- 
cerned themselves with ‘“‘the Boat,” 
we were unable to find anyone to 
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whom we, the boys who were go- 
ing to take the chances and to 
carry the job through, could come 
to with our problems and com- 
plaints. (These things existed, to 
a greater or lesser degree, in all the 
various phases of our trip, and, 
in retrospect, they are probably 
inevitable in any venture of this 
type.) But now all this was over. 
We were at sea and the engines 
were actually working smoothly. 
After all the years of “educational 
work,” meetings, seminars, and 
endless talk, we were finally going 
to do something. 

Two months later, we were 
towed into Haifa harbor by a 
British destroyer. On board were 
1,200 refugees whom we had 
brought from Italy. We were 
dirty and exhausted, and we still 
had a month in the Athlit deten- 
tion camp before we were to be 
free. But our mission was ac- 
complished and we felt genuinely 
proud of ourselves. We had par- 
ticipated, successfully, in the mak- 
ing of Zionist history. 


OOKING back on those hectic 

weeks, sixteen years later, I try 
to recall some of the memories and 
impressions which remain most in- 
delibly in my mind. 

One of the surprises of the trip, 
for me at least, was that, except 
for a few brief moments, this high 
drama called Aliyah Beth was 
played out in a drab, matter-of- 
fact manner by nearly everyone 
concerned. There was a job to be 
done and to be gotten over with 
as quickly as possible, with no 
need or time for concern with the 
deeper significance of what was 
taking place. It was not that I 
expected Zionist speech-making 
and Palestinian folk-dances on 
board the ship; but I did think 
that we would be stirred by a spir- 
it of dedication, by a great com- 
mon purpose. Somehow, this just 
never happened. Most notably 
unaffected, I think, were the “‘sab- 
ras,” the Palestinians, who joined 
the boat in Italy, and who were 
responsible for the welfare of the 
refugees who were packed on 
board ship in unbelievably crowd- 
ed conditions. The “sabra,” as 
everyone knows, is, by definition, 
harsh and prickly on the outside 
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but soft and sweet inside, and of 
course, they were wonderful fel- 
lows to have on board—highly- 
wained, confident, reliable. Yet 
they seemed a bit too cool, too de- 
tached, and it would perhaps be 
not too far wrong to say that they 
sw the whole thing as so much 
cargo that had to be delivered on 
a specified day at a specified desti- 
nation. I do not recall ever seeing 
any warmth or cameraderie, any 
compassion, in their relations with 
the refugees. 

I remember that I was particu- 
larly eager and curious about 
meeting face-to-face with the ref- 
ugees, the remnants who survived 
the Nazi holocaust, about whom 
we had read about, called meet- 
ings and raised money for, and 
whom we had come to help bring 
to a new life. Here on the boat 
I saw them, tier upon tier in the 
stifling heat, for ten days and 
nights. It was not a pretty pic- 
ture. Some were passive, dejected, 
semingly beyond feeling. Some 
were sly and used every kind of 
wile to get for themselves an extra 
bowl of soup or a supposedly bet- 
ter place on deck on which to lie. 
(One of the accepted techniques 
was to pretend a fit of fainting. 
This was done with such startling 
realism, that for a long time I re- 
fused to accept the scornful assur- 
ances of the refugees that this was 
mere trickery.) Group discipline 
was poor. I shall never forget the 
macabre scene I witnessed after 
the British sailors had boarded our 
ship just as we entered the terri- 
torial waters of Palestine. By pre- 
arranged plan we immediately shut 
down the engines and interspersed 
among the refugees, in order to 
avoid detection. Sensing that there 
was no longer any organized au- 
thority on board, a group of refu- 
gees broke into the supply-hold 
and in a night-long orgy devoured 
everything they could put their 
hands on. Our pleas that they 
were only making themselves sick 
were of no avail. 

Fortunately, however, there was 
another, and better, side to the 
coin. Within a very short time 
it became known on board that 
we were “Amerikaner,” young 
Jews who had actually left fabu- 
lous America in order to help 
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bring them to Palestine. At first 
the refugees were incredulous, but 
afterwards we were given to un- 
derstand, in many small ways, 
their appreciation. We would 
sometimes be embarrassed to see 
them pushing each other out of 
the way whenever we would come 
up on the top deck for a few 
minutes of fresh air. 


CTUALLY they were not a single 

amorphous mass at all. Within 
a short time we learned to dis- 
tinguish between many distinct 
groups. There were the Greeks, 
who reputedly were prone to 
throwing knives and kept strictly 
to themselves; there were several 
rather well-organized youth groups 
from Czechoslovakia; there was a 
group of elderly Russian Jews who 
obviously had seen better days, 
and who, under the circumstances, 
did a remarkable job of maintain- 
ing around themselves a semblance 
of orderliness and cleanliness, al- 
most of respectability. By far the 
most impressive were the Partisans. 
They looked like what they were 
—the embodiment of a tough, in- 
domitable will-to-live. They were 
perhaps the only people whom we 
felt that we should like to talk to, 
to become friendly with. We were 
impressed with their youthfulness, 
individuality and vitality. Despite 
what they had gone through—or 
perhaps because of it—we found 
in them an innate decency, even 
gentleness, which we could not 
have expected. 

After this short but intense 
period of living with the refugees, 
I felt that, after all that they 
had been through, and with all 
their obvious shortcomings — 
crude, quarrelsome, selfish — the 
great majority of them were still 
basically sound and healthy, that 
they would be capable of forget- 
ting the past and starting afresh. 
They were neither morally de- 
graded or psychologically _ sick. 
There was still hope. 


HE MOST dramatic and moving 

part of the whole journey oc- 
curred during the final few min- 
utes we spent on the ship. As we 
approached within a few hundred 
meters of shore, we saw the British 
army waiting for us at the dock. 








JEwisH Frourm, 
ce 3VIIYSIaQYEeYewrr Ome een 
Sincere Greetings 
for PASSOVER from 


SMART NEW YORKERS WEAR 


Kolmer- Marcus 
CLOTHES 


Broadway at 38th Street 
New York City 





eae 


New Rochelle 3-616! 


CESARIO'S 


1279 NORTH AVENUE 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Italian-American Cuisine 
Excellent Food 
© 
Luncheon © Cocktails © Dinner 
w 
Private Banquet Facilities 
Open Every Day 











“CHAMBERLAIN’'S 


UMBRELLA" 
An historical record of so-called 
“isolationism” in the years before 
Japan attacked at Pearl Harbor, 
and Germany and Italy declared 
war on the United States. 
187 absorbingly interesting pages 
about the people who thought we 
should give Roosevelt an umbrella 
like Chamberlain’s “to save him 
from being all wet.” 


$2.00 — Postpaid 
Guy Carolin, Amityville, N. Y. 














“LAWS ARE OBEYED 







- HELP STOP DEATH 
ON THE HIGHWAY 





WHERE TRAFFIC 


DEATHS GO DOWN! 


. . SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL . 
' SAFETY ORGANIZATION . 


Published as a public service in 





SSS 








ae cooperation with The Advertising Couacit 








‘ONT § MarcH, 1961 





mene 


NN 


[US 


reef 





|) mms ae 


Manischewitz Wine is as 
much a tradition at the 
Seder table as the Mah Nish- 
tanah:“Why is this night dif- 
ferent than any other night?” 
For Manischewitz is Pass- 
over wine in the great tradi- 
mad tion—with the taste enjoyed 
at Seders long gone by. You 
can be proud to serve it at 
this joyous season. Certified 
Kosher for Passover by the 
Manischewitz Board of Rab-- 
binical Supervision, headed 
by Rabbi Eliezer Silver, and 
by the eminent Rabbis I. Sie- 
gel, N. Riff and C. Karlinsky 


bor, MANISCHEWITZ WINE CO., N.Y, 














| GREETINGS FROM... 


The Amalgamated 
Bank 
of New York 


v 


1f UNION SQUARE WEST 
New York 3, N. Y. 


a 


Complete Banking Service 


a) 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT 
INSURANCE CORPORATION 








yi RESTAURANT 
LAURENT 
Luncheon — Cocktails — Dinner 


Itt EAST 56th STREET 

= (Just off Park Ave.) 
New York, N. Y. 
Banquets Arranged 

Reservations: Plaza 3-2729 














Behind them, in the background 
and on all the roof tops, were 
hundreds of Jews waving, cheer- 
ing and shouting to us. On board 
ship we had all crowded onto the 
top deck and were waving and 
shouting back. We felt a sudden 
surge of unity. Without any or- 
ganized plan, in total spontaneity, 
we burst into the famous “Song 
of the Jewish Partisans,” and then 
“Hatikva.” No one moved while 
we sang, not even the British. It 
was our moment of glory. When 
we finished the boat was tied up 
to the pier and we were whisked 
off to the internment camp in 
guarded buses. I do not know 
what the soldiers thought of it all, 
but we were profoundly moved. 
We felt that we had proven again 
that no power on earth, and cer- 
tainly not British bayonets, could 
prevent the return of the Jew to 
his homeland. We had demon- 
strated, in our own way, the 
triumph of the human spirit. 

Once we were released from 
camp everyone went his own way 
and I never saw any of those 
twelve-hundred again. But what 
has become of us, the dozen or 
so crew members, in the inter- 
vening years? Within a year three 
returned to “greener pastures” in 
America. One was ambushed and 
killed by Arabs while driving a 
tractor during the terrible winter 
of 1947, another died a few years 
ago of natural causes. Of the 
remainder, some are members of 
kibbutzim and the rest are scatter- 
ed in various places in the country. 
We have all changed in these six- 
teen years. Ideological fevers have 
cooled; we are all good family men 
now, and have climbed the ladder 
of economic progress with varying 
degrees of success. (The rat may 
be more modest, but we have a 
rat race in Israel, too.) But none 
of us are sorry, I am sure, that 
once, in a particular moment of 
our people’s history, we were 
among those who answered the 
call. 
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MEMORIES OF REMEZ 
by Samuel Adinoff 


WHEN I was a boy, no more 

than nine years old, I remem- 
ber hearing of a book written by 
Theodor Herzl advocating the es- 
tablishment of a Jewish state in 
the Holy Land. It caused great 
excitement in the Jewish com- 
munity of our little town of 
Kopis. The book, and the call for 
a Zionist congress that followed, 
were the main topic of conversa- 
tion for many months. The subject 
was discussed at the shul, in homes 
and wherever Jews met. 

Most of our people had little 
faith in the idea and wanted to 
have nothing to do with it. The 
goles they argued had lasted a 
long time and no writer, some- 
where in Austria or Hungary 
(probably an apikoyres at that), 
would change it. It was also ar- 
gued that there had been false 
Messiahs before and that Herzl 
would prove to be just as bad. 
My grandfather said that it was 
written that the Messiah would 
come by a miracle and that it was 
a sin to hasten his coming by our 
human efforts. It was also feared 
that our enemies would use Zion- 
ist activities as a pretext to make 
life more burdensome for us and 
that our afflictions which were 
already great would become even 
worse. 

However, there were a few of 
the younger people who didn’t feel 
that way, and a Zionist organi- 
zation was formed under the lead- 
ership of a well-known local man- 
ufacturer. Meetings were held at 
the beth hamedrash. Occasionally, 
a magid (itinerant preacher) 
would come and speak on Zion- 
ism. ‘These meetings were, of 
course, for the grown-ups. At all 
of these meetings, however, one 
might see two young boys in a 
corner listening closely to what 
was going on. One of these boys 
was myself and the other was my 
chum, Moshke, whose full name 
was Moshe David Dropkin. 

The two of us lived a few houses 
apart, went to heder together and 
were inseparable friends. Moshe 
David’s father, Yehiel, had an 
inn and most of the Jewish visitors 
to our town, who had no relatives 
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there, stayed at his place. No 


» soner would a stranger come in 


and sit down than somebody would 


| approach him, extend his hand 
' with a hearty “shalom aleichem,” 


and ask his name, where he came 


' from, and what his business was 


and what brought him to our 


- town. Most of the conversations 


that followed were about business 
or Hasidism. (We had a famous 
Hasidic rabbi and followers came 
from near and far to honor him 
or ask his advice.) We boys were 
not interested in these conversa- 
tions. But when a Zionist magid 
came to town Moshe David and I 
stayed close by and drank in 
every word that was said. We 
soon became “experts” on world 
politics, on the situation of Turkey 
and the terrible state of the Turk- 
ish Treasury and many other re- 
lated subjects. It became clear to 
us that the Sultan would receive 
Herzl with open arms and would 
gladly sell Palestine to the Jews 
for ten million rubles. Whatever 
the grown-ups thought of Zion- 
ism, we two boys were convinced. 

When I was fourteen, I entered 
a school in the capital of our 
province (Mogilev). During my 
first year at that school, I helped 
organize a Zionist group among 
its Jewish students. We met regu- 
larly and were frequently address- 
ed by a local Jewish doctor, who 
was an ardent Zionist. Moshe Da- 
vid and I then decided to organize 
a Zionist group among the young 
people in our town, and as soon 
as I came home for my summer 
vacation we set about this in 
earnest. 


[N THE meantime, great changes 

were taking place in our town 
and in the country. A deposit of 
clay suitable for tiles was dis- 
covered in the neighborhood and 
a number of factories sprang up 
to manufacture glazed tiles. A 
new working class, recruited most- 
ly from the peasantry around us, 
grew up. At the same time, several 
underground revolutionary organ- 
izations were recruiting members, 
mostly from among students and 
the intelligentsia on the one hand 
and from among the factory work- 
ers on the other. Secret meetings 
were held and were often address- 
ed, we were told, by speakers from 


Schapir 


Full Quart 


Kosher Wines 
Sold Everywhere 


1/2 Gallon 


ORegon 4-4404 


0s 


4/5 Quart 


SCHAPIRO'S WINE CO. 
126 RIVINGTON STREET 


NEW YORK 2, N. Y. 








61 BROADWAY NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 


IsSRael 


Oiscount Bank, Lt. 


HEAD OFFICE: 27 YEHUDA HALEVY -S't., 


U.S. REPRESENTATIVE: 
JOSHUA MORRISON 


TEL AVIV & 


SEVENTY SIX BRANCHES THROUGHOUT ISRAEL 
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICES 


total assets Exceed IL. 325,000,000 


WH 3-3860 








32 


MM dhddidididddddissdsdaddddsddddiddidididddddddddsdddd, 


PASSOVER 


GREETINGS AND 
BEST WISHES 
TO OUR MANY 
PATRONS AND 

FRIENDS 


* 


The Best in 
BAKING 


Zz 


N 
NY 
NY 
X 
N 
NY 
NY 
N 
NY 
XS 
N 
N 
NY 
NN 
NY 
X 
N 
NN 
NY 
N 
» 
s 
N 
X 
NN 
N 
NN 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
XS 
NN 
\ 
N 
X 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
XN 
N 
AN 
N 
WN 
N 
NY 
AN 
x 
X 
NS 
NN 
N 
N 
N 
s 
N 
bN 
N 
x 
N 


CL 





x 
LVSVAITELLGS ES SIAL 














ROOF HEALTH CLUB 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel 


o 


BROADWAY AT 34th STREET 
New York City 














Holiday Greetings from .. . 
] DANNY’S 


HIDE-A-WAY, Inc. 
ca 


151 EAST 45th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 











Passover Greetings . . 


THE BARTENDERS 
UNION, LOCAL 15 
v 
30 EAST 19th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 











the big cities; demonstrations were 
organized under any pretext and 
workers marched in mass forma- 
tion carrying red flags and singing 
revolutionary songs. 

When Moshe David and I de- 
cided to start a young Zionist cir- 
cle, every young man we asked 
to join had already been “spoken 
for” by the Russian revolutionary 
parties. But when we saw one 
of them at shul we got him into 
a corner or outside and engaged 
him in discussion. If we met one 
on the street, we did the same and 
argued as hard as we could, or we 
went to his home and presented 
our views. We succeeded in chang- 
ing the ideas of some of them 
and they joined our circle. 

There were also a number of 
teen-agers whom we didn’t know 
personally. Most of them belonged 
to poor families, lived on side 
streets and were not students. 
Their families had little prestige in 
the community. In our zeal to 
organize a Zionist group, we did 
not neglect them. In most cases, 
they were not hard to convince. 

The girls presented a different 
problem. A few of the middle- 
class girls were trying to get an 
education but most of them had 
little ambition of that kind and 
helped their mothers at home or in 
the family business. The girls 
from the poorer families also stay- 
ed at home and helped their par- 
ents. A few were apprenticed to 
seamstresses and some of the very 
poor hired themselves out as do- 
mestics to the well-to-do families. 
But we neglected nobody. The 
girls, as a rule, were less informed 
than the boys and were very shy. 
They were not hard to convert 
to Zionism but the idea of a mixed 
circle—boys and girls together— 
was quite novel and it was hard 
for some of the girls to bring 
themselves to join it. Nevertheless 
we got a number to join. 


HE “climate” at the time was 

that of revolution. The Czar 
and his government were, of 
course, detestable, and so was the 
Russian class system. The only 
alternative for us was Socialism. 
Moshe David and I fell strongly 
under its spell and so had many 
other young Zionists before us. 
Moshe David and I were agreed 
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that if a Jewish State was to be 
built, it would have to be a So- 
cialist state. 

Moshe David, even in those 
years, showed great ability as a 
ader. His pleasant personality, 
his eloquence, his logical reasoning 
and perseverance made him pop- 


‘ular. Before long, we had a num- 


ter of followers. We followed 
the practice of the revolutionary 
parties and pledged our members 
to secrecy. We also met in the 
woods and had sentries stationed 
ll around to warn us if the police 
were to appear. Oceasionally, a 
speaker from a city would visit us 
and then we felt the great responsi- 
bility of protecting him. He gen- 
erally had an assumed name and 
wis known to the group only 
by his first name. The time of his 
arrival was never announced; nor 
where he came from or where he 
was going to. 

Four years later, after the war 
with Japan and the pogroms, I 
went to America. Moshe David 
remained in Russia for another 
year or two, and then went to 
Palestine. There he changed his 
name to David Remez and became 
one of the country’s leaders after 
undergoing great hardships in 
common with the other pioneer 
wttlers. When a Jewish State 
was finally established, he had the 
distinction of serving in the first 
Cabinet of the Government as its 
Minister of Communications. 
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“SONs OF THE Desert,” by Sonia 
snd Tim Gidal. Pantheon Books, 
New York, 79 pp., illustrated, 
$3.95, 


Sonta and Tim Gidal, whose 

series of books about many 
countries, including Israel, de- 
scribe village life as seen through 
the experiences of a child, have 
written an interesting and beauti- 
fully illustrated story of the 
Bedouin, entitled “Sons of the 
Desert.” Even if the Bedouin is 
gradually becoming an anachro- 
usm in this oil and nuclear age, 
the story of his life has a romantic 
aura worth telling. The realistic 
Israeli, as he bustles towards the 
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rapid development of a mod 
industrial state in the Middle Eay 
pauses in his tiyul and his labor 
no less than the tourist, to viey 
the loping dromedary, the Arab jy 
his keffiyah and his abbayeh (hy 
and cloak), the flock of sheep an 
the goat-hair tent. Of cours, 
Israel is only a speck of the fy. 
flung Bedouin territory. But why 
the book observes of these wap. 
dering people, even when the 
have come to rely more and mor 
on government fodder in a pp. 
longed draught, is typical of thei 
lot. There are 20,000 nomads in 
Israel, largely in the Negev, and 
they constitute less than 10% of 
the Arab population. They hay 
been assisted by the Israeli Goy. 
ernment in agriculture, school 
and medical care, and in retum 
they have given their allegiance 
the new rulers. 

The territory is familiar to any 
Israeli visitor, the environs of Beer. 
sheba. This story has a little plo 
to heighten the narrative, bu 
basically it follows the formula of 
their other books. In the book, 
we obtain a picture of the poetry, 
the legends and the wisdom of th 
desert Arab. The history o 
Mohammed is naturally woven in- 
to the script. The school system 
is, to say the least, crude—even 
if the culture permits the use of 
ball-point pens. Freedom of life 
and movement, which apparently 
exercise a substantial hold on thes 
people, is primitive and insecure, 
made palatable only by a hosp: 
table spirit and a firm belief in 
a divine Providence. 

It is a child who is the hero of 
this tale. But he becomes a ma 
almost before he has had a chanet 
to grow up. The children are wis 
for their years, perhaps too wis. 
They exhibit a healthy skepticism, 
derived from everyday exposure ti 
the treachery of the desert, thi 
induces a cleverness so indispen- 
sable to survival. So much depend 
on their participation in the tribe, 
that their chores are those of 
grown men and not mere boys 
Early, they learn the art of hag: 
gling over a purchase, testing 4 
water-jar for any defect, how to 
detect a camel-thief and they ut 
derstand the stealth and value of 





the smuggler. Although the days 
are long, leisure is not their lot. 
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Children play vigorously in rela- 
tively few games. The family and 
itibe are close and bear a respon- 
bility for each other in the main- 
tenance of pride as well as protec- 
tion, but one gets the feeling that 
the title is felicitous: they are 
more the “Sons of the Desert” 
than sons of their fathers. 

A glossary at the book’s end 
helps translate the many Arabic 
words and phrases that give an 
quthentic note to the text. 


GRAENUM BERGER 
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To the Editor: 

The 25th World Zionist Con- 
gress is over. The delegates have 
dispersed throughout Israel and 
the Diaspora and all that remains 
is the sound and fury. Words 
emanating from Jerusalem appalled 
sme people, appealed to others. 
Ben-Gurion told us what a Zionist 
is; Neumann told us what the 
Diaspora is. 

The right-hand theory of Zion- 
ism, a rather old theory I must 
admit, is being revived here because 
in the statements and replies of 
recent date, certain fundamentals 
xem to have been obscured. The 
right-hand theory states very sim- 
ply, “If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand wither.” That’s 
all it says. But the commentary 
can fill volumes. 

The right hand is an integral 
part of the body. Along with 
the left hand, legs, brain, heart, 
lungs, etc., it helps make up one 
human being. True, a person can 
survive, and even prosper, without 
aright hand, but he is no longer 
whole. A people can also survive 
without its right hand, but then it, 
too, is not whole. 

Since the days of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, through the reigns of 
David and Solomon, throughout 
the long history of exile, the Land 
of Israel has been part of the 
Jewish people. The Jewish people 
have been part of the Land of 
Israel. My hand is mine, but I 
am also my hand’s. In fact, there 
no clear-cut dividing line be- 
tween us; we, my hand and I, are 
one, Likewise, the People of Israel 
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F Trustees and Officers of 
t oour Bank, I take pleas- 
ure in extending Pass- 
over Greetings to our = 
many Jewish friends 


and depositors. 








Johnson 


Chairman of the Board 








SAVINGS BANK OF BROOKLYN 


Downtown. ..... Fulton Street & DeKalb Ave. 
Bensonhurst........ 86th Street & 19th Ave. 
G Flatbush. ..... Avenue J & Coney island Ave. e 


Coney Isiand. Mermaid Ave. & W. 17th Street 
Green Acres Green Acres Shopping Center, 
Sunrise Highway, Valley Stream P.O., N. Y. 


MEMBER FEDERAL DPEPOSBSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 




















Buy Your Wine . . . Where They Know Wine 


@ The name and experience of the owner, MR. 
HIRSCH LIPSCHUTZ, who conducted a Wine 
Business for 20 years in Vienna and Burgenland, 
is a guarantee not only for KASHRUTH, but for 
QUALITY as well. 


Endorsed by Leading Rabbis Everywhere 
Ask for LIPSCHUTZ wine at your neighborhood store. 


LIPSCHUTZ 


KOSHER WINES 


112 RIVINGTON ST. 158-170 BROADWAY 


(Corner Essex Street) Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 
New York 2, N. Y. 


Telephone: GRamercy 3-0200 

















JEwisH Front 


and the Land of Israel are oy 


It has always been this way, |, 
days of glory and in days of ex, 


(Some might choose to call ip 


Land the heart of the people rath 
than the hand, and with them| 
have no quarrel. But, how cq 


anyone who has ever read a pagh 


of Torah, or been inside a syn. 


gogue, question the obvious pj 


lationship between this Land ay 
this People?) 

For many years the Land aj 
People were apart. (Here’s whe 
we bring our theory up to date) 
In recent years a portion of th 
People have returned to a portion 
of the Land. There, they hay 
created a political state—Medinz 
Yisrael—and many political, socij 
and economic forms. Words lik 
Histadrut, Mapai, Egged, Her, 
Tnuva, Sochnut, Zahal, Kibbuy, 
Irgun, Mapam, and so forth an 
so on have been either added t) 
our vocabulary or infused with 
new meaning. Some people a 
for some of these things ani 
against certain others. Some peopk 
are opposed to the State. The 
would rather have seen a theo- 
racy, or a monarchy, or a bi-m 
tional state, or a dictatorship « 
a syndicalist form of government. 
There are even anarchists in ou 
midst. 


All criticisms may contain som 
validity, as long as the relationshy 
remains clear. It is ourselves 
are talking about. It is our peopl 
and our land that we are con 
cerned with. We can quarrel with 
what they do, we can disagree, but 
we cannot disown or disavow 
them; for they are part of u 
even as we are part of them. Thi 
has been the truth about our Peo- 
ple since Abraham led a wandering 
tribe out of Ur; it is true today 
and it will remain true. 

What gives this portion of ou! 
people special significance is thi 
they have succeeded in reuniting 
us with our land. A sick people, 
long acquainted with pain and 
suffering, we can cure ourselvé 
only by uniting with our land, 
only by seeking to restore ov! 
wholeness to ourselves. The form 
of the union, like the splint bind- 
ing a broken arm, may prove t0 
be only temporary; it is the fact 
of union and how we respond 





this union that is all important 
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Zionism, Medinat Yisrael, the His- 
tadrut, Zahal, all these may be 
4s temporary as the splint, but the 
Jewish People and the Land of Is- 
rael are eternal. The opportunity 
for great creativity confronts us. 
If we react as a whole people and 
act to fulfill this opportunity, then 
we shall redeem the trust which 
our history has imposed upon us. 
If each segment and group pulls 
its own way, as if every finger 
of a person’s hand acted separately 
and uncontrolled, then we face 
the danger of being palsied and 
ineffectual. 

This, then, is the right-hand 
theory of Zionism. A Land and 
a People, inseparably bound to- 
gether through time and space. 
Each a part of the other. The 
catchwords of today are but of the 
moment, but the Land and People 
have a covenant with God. If you 
would know more, read: the 
Bible, the poems of Judah Halevi, 
the writings of A. D. Gordon and 
Martin Buber. Read. For the com- 
mentary is the history of our 
people. 

HERBERT ZvI SOIFER 
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Compliments of ... 


ATLANTIC BANK OF NEW YORK 


Main Office: 
960 Avenue of the Americas 
at 35th Street 
New York 1, New York 
Phone: Oxford 5-5400 


Downtown Office: 
123 William Street 
Bet. Fulton & John Sts. 
New York 38, New York 

Phone REctor 2-0900 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 














GREETINGS! 


LOCAL 66 


I. L. G. W. U. 


225 WEST 39th STREET 


New York City 





EAST BROOKLYN SAVINGS BANK 
~ 


Extends Season’s Greetings 


To All Our Depositors and Friends 


a 


o 


975 Bedford Avenue 
1702 Avenue U 4203 Avenue D 


© 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 








HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


from 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING CO. 


MINEOLA, LONG ISLAND 

















Manhattan Real Estate 
Since 1868 
F. & G. PFLOMM 
Specializing in Management and Insurance 


1333 Broadway New York, N. Y. 
LAckawanna 4-7457 
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GREETINGS 


from 


Northeast Department 
LL6.W.U. 


We 
5 & 


A 


David Gingold 


Director 
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GREETINGS! 





From the skilled craftsmen 
of the 
Amalgamated Ciothing Workers of America, AFL-CIO 


Our union label in men’s and boys’ apparel 
is your guarantee of decent working conditions, 
best value in every price range 


LOOK FOR IT — — BEFORE YOU BUY 
in the inside pocket — on the tail 
of your suit jacket of your shirt 




















AmMALGAMATED 


CLOTHING WORKERS OF AMERICA 


15 Union Square, New York 3, N. Y. 


A Union of Master Craftsmen in 
MEN’S AND BOYS’ SUITS * OVERCOATS * OUTERWEAR * SPORTSWEAR ° TIES 
WORK CLOTHES * UNIFORMS * LEISURE WEAR ¢ SHIRTS * PAJAMAS * GLOVES 




















Celebrate Israel's Bar Mitzva 
in ISRAEL! 


A month in Israel and Europe — 
all expenses paid — for only $925. 
Tour begins July 17, 1961. 


For information clip and mail 
the coupon below. ( 





Over 30,000 Families 
in the U. §. and Canada 


Belong to 


FARBAND— 


LABOR ZIONIST ORDER 


Participation in major Zionist Activities 
and in all efforts to strengthen the State 
of Israel and the Histadrut. 


Cultural, Social & Educational program to 
meet the needs of young Americans; day 
schools, kindergartens, afternoon schools, 
& Summer Camps for Children and Adults. 


PLUS ...Insurance and other benefits 
at low cost. 





ante! 


FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
575 6th Avenue, New York I!, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


[_] Without obligation on my part send 
me additional information about your 
CLIP organization and the branch nearest 


AND to me. 


Send me further information about 

















MAIL the Farband's Bar Mitzvah Tour to 
TODAY! Israel. (JF) 
a Name 

XY Address. 
City. 
Occupation eee sit 
Phone No 





Married [] Single 1 























JEWIsH Frontm 


222 ees. 


CHAVER 
BRETTSCHNEIDER 


49 EAST SEVENTH STREET 


New York City 


Extends His Most Sincere Greetings 

to All Chaverim and Chaveroth of the 

FARBAND Labor Zionist Order, the 

Officers and Members of the General 

Executive, the Officers and Members 
of the City Committee and 


Wishes Them All 


A Happy Passover! 
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GREETINGS 


from 


MOE FALIKMAN 
Manager-Secretary 
Amalgamated 
Ladies Garment Cutters’ Union 
Local 10 


Lh..G. Ww. WU. 


218 WEST FORTIETH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
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HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS : Y 











TO THE 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


ON ITS 


coth ANNIVERSARY 


© 


LATHERS UNION LOCAL 244 


875 UTICA AVENUE 
Brooklyn 3, N. Y. 














HEARTIEST GREETINGS 


TO THE 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


on the occasion of its 


2STH ANNIVERSARY 


Mr. & Mrs. H. Mechutan 
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| YOUR FRIENDLY AcP EXTENDS 
PASSOVER GREETINGS 
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WHERE MILLIONS SHOP WITH CONFIDENCE EVERY DAY 















IL 





Commercial Bank of North America 


by merger of 


COMMERCIAL STATE BANK 
and 


BANK OF NORTH AMERICA 


TWELVE OFFICES CONVENTIENTLY LOCATED IN 


Manhattan: Brooklyn: 

116 FIFTH AVENUE 1574 PITKIN AVENUE 
1400 BROADWAY 815 BROADWAY 
528 BROADWAY 781 EASTERN PARKWAY 
115 BROADWAY 465 KINGS HIGHWAY 


318 GRAND STREET 


Queens: 
99-01 QUEENS BLVD., FOREST HILLS 
14-15 — 122 STREET, COLLEGE POINT 


Bronx: 


352 EAST 149 STREET 











MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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Greetings to the 


JEWISH FRONTIER! 


New York 
Joint Board 


AMALGAMATED 
CLOTHING 
WORKERS 

OF AMERICA 

















JEWISH Front 


Greetings from 


FARBAND 
Labor Zionist Order 


si I RM 


On behalf of the National Executive Com. ; 
mittee, the branches and members of 
FARBAND—Lazor Zionist ORpER, we 
extend our warmest greetings to the |) 
Editor and Management of the JEWISH |) 
FRONTIER on the occasion of its 25th |p 


Anniversary. 


Throughout its existence, the JEWISH 
FRONTIER has occupied a unique place 
among Jewish publications, in this country 
and in the world. Sponsored by LZOA and 
the rest of the Labor Zionist Movement, it 
has always shunned narrow parochialism. 
While reflecting the general orientation of 
Labor Zionism in this country and in 
Israel, it has nevertheless taken the broad 
view in dealing with issues as they arose 
and in encouraging the freest expression 
of opinion. Its integrity, both in its edi- 
torial columns and in its articles, has al- 
ways been above reproach. It is this that 
has made of the JEWISH FRONTIER a 
publication eagerly read by many thov- 
sands outside the immediate movement. 


This character of the JEWISH FRON. 
TIER, which was so strongly stamped 
upon it by its founder and first editor, the 
unforgettable Hayim Greenberg, has been 
ably sustained by the present editor, Miss 
Marie Syrkin. We in FARBAND—Lasor 
Zionist ORDER, salute her and all who are 
associated with the JEWISH FRONTIER 
on the completion of its first quarter 
century. 


May the JEWISH FRONTIER continue 
to play its singular role in fostering a bet- 
ter understanding of Zionism, Labor 
Zionism, the great drama of Israel reborn, 
our Jewish life in America and throughout 
the world, and the cultural and spiritual 
contribution of our people towards meet- 
ing the challenges that face all mankind. 





National Executive Committee 


FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 


MEYER L. Brown Lours SEGAL 
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LINOTYPING and PUBLISHING CO. 





21 EAST 4th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


GRamercy 5-3637 .. 


from a card to a book 


Printers of The Jewish Frontier 



































ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS 


FROM 


THE CITADEL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY OF NEW YORK“ 


444 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


THE Crrape Lire INsurance Co. or NEw York represents a blend of 
the ablest management in the insurance and investment spheres of 
two sister democracies — the United States and Israel. Leading 
American businessmen and investors own two-thirds of the Company; 
three successful Israel insurance companies own the remaining one- 
third of the THe Crrapex Lire. 
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The Jewish Frontier is a source of pride to every Labor Zionist because of the role it has 
played in American Zionism. We, the chaverim of Greater New York, are happy to be 
listed in the roll call of loyal friends and sup porters of our movement's English monthly 


on the occasion of its 25th anniversary. 





GREATER NEW YORK COUNCIL - LZOA - POALE ZION 


V. HANDELMAN, Chairman 





BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL CHAPTER 


BLANCHE EISENSTADT 


Chairman 


ROSE SCALL 
Secretary 


HARRIET GALLOP 


Treasurer 





TRADE UNION BRANCH 


JENNIE LEFKO Chairman 





GUSSIE DORFMAN Recording Secretary 





S. LANDER Financial Secretary 








AUTZMAUT BRANCH 


ARIE SIMON, Chairman 





BEN GURION BRANCH 


EMANUEL MALKIN, Chairman 





BENSONHURST 
BORO PARK BRANCH 


J. ROSENBERG, Chairman 





BRANCH 14 


I. FEDER, Secretary 








BRONX BRANCH 1 


LEAH KAPLAN, Secretary 





BROWNSVILLE BRANCH 


M. MOSEWITSKY, Chairman 





CENTRAL QUEENS BRANCH 


MORRIS KUSTOFF, Chairman 





NASSAU COUNTY BRANCH 


LOUIS KELLER, Chairman 





PARKCHESTER BRANCH 


H. FROMOWITZ, Chairman 





UPPER MANHATTAN BRANCH 


I. GOTLIB, Chairman 








SNIF ALEF-BRANCH 276 


I. WARSHAWSKY, Chairman 
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Greeting from the JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 


On behalf of the Jewish National Fund we wish to extend our heartiest congratulations and 
best felicitations to the Jewish Frontier on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary. 


The Frontier, throughout its long and honorable career, has been a staunch advocate of 
the Jewish National Fund. Under the editorship of the late and never-to-be-forgotten Hayim Green- 
berg, the journal has never permitted an opportunity to pass without stressing the far-reaching 
social significance of the Keren Kayemet Lelsrael and its land tenure policy, which guarantees 
the fulfillment of the Biblical injunction “And the land shall not be sold in perpetuity,” but must 
remain the eternal possession of the Jewish people. We are happy to say that Hayim Greenberg’s 
successors have followed his example. 


Recent developments in Israel have served to bear out the correctness of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund’s land-holding tenet. A law recently passed by the Knesset extends the fundamental 
JNF principle of national land tenure to the whole territory of the State of Israel, including the 
state lands as well as the areas redeemed by the Jewish National Fund. The same law, establishing 
the Israel Land Authority, recognizes the Jewish National Fund as the sole agency for soil re- 
clamation, soil improvement, land development and afforestation for the entire state. 


We are confident that the Jews of the United States, who, through the years, have helped 
the Jewish National Fund shoulder its historic task of redeeming the land of Israel from swamp 
and sand-dune, rock and boulder, will come to the aid of the Fund now that new and great oppor- 
tunities beckon for work and achievement throughout the Jewish Homeland. We trust that in this 
new era, which is opening for the Jewish National Fund, we shall continue to have the ever-ready 
help of the Jewish Frontier as we had it all these twenty-five years of its existence. 


Signed: 
ALBERT ScuirF, President 


MENDEL N. FisHer, Executive Director 











Greetings from the 


Labor Department — Jewish National Fund 


The Labor Department of the Jewish National Fund extends 
heartiest greetings to the Jewish Frontier on the occasion of 
its 25th Anniversary. 

During the 25 years of its existence, the Jewish Frontier was not 
only a beacon which enlightened the numerous problems con- 
fronting the State of Israel and the Labor Zionist Movement, but 
it has also served as a stronghold for Liberalism and progress 
in the United States. 

May the Jewish Frontier, its editor, co-workers and staff con- 
tinue to serve its reading public and our movement for many 
years to come. 


Very truly yours, 


Louis SEGAL J. LEMBERGER M. BRANDWEIN 
Chairman Secretary Assistant Secretary 
Farband, Jewish National Fund Division 
I. WARSHAWSKY I. STILMAN 


Chairman Secretary 
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LABOR ZIONIST 
COUNCIL 


= 


Harry Abrams 


President 


Dr. Harry S. May 


Executive Director 





SYRKIN BRANCH 


Irving Weinrot 


Chairman 





BRANCH 
~ 


Israel Jurbin 
Chairman 


Clara Dubin 


Recording Secretary 
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ARLOSOROFF GROUP 


~ 


Sonia Friedman 
Secretary 





BALFOUR GROUP 
~ 


Nadav Kagan 


Chairman 





MAX PINE BRANCH 
) 
Presidium 


MORRIS SILBERT SAMUEL RUBIN 
MORRIS BORENSTEIN 





ZEV BERNSTEIN 


OFBOI GROUP 


Aaron Ayeroff 


Chairman 








CHAIM WEIZMANN 
BRANCH 


San Diego, Calif. 


~ 


Philip Abrams 


President 
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JEWISH NATIONAL 
FUND 


e 


THEODORE STRIMLING 


President 


FRED KAHAN 


Executive Director 


THE BRANCHES OF THE L. Z.O. A. OF LOS ANGELES 


extend their best wishes to the Jewish Frontier, a great spokesman for the ideals that built | 
Labor Israel. We look to the Frontier for continued articulate support on the American 
scene of the cause of building Israel in the spirit of economic cooperation and social justice 


ISRAEL HISTADRUT 
CAMPAIGN 


Western States Region 
@ 


Nv 
Julius Fligelman 


President 


Chaim Shapiro 
L. A. City Chairman 


Israel I. Blumenfeld 


Executive Director 





COUNCIL 


PIONEER WOMEN 


Effie Simon 


President 





| 


“THE cry CommarrEt | 


OF FARBAND — 
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| LABOR ZIONIST ORDER | 


| IN LOS ANGELES 
| 


extends greetings to the JEWISH 
| FRONTIER, the publication of the Labor 


sary. The Frontier serves the interests 
and strengthens the principles of the 
| Labor Zionist movement, not only in 
America, but throughout the world. 
The articles and editorials contained in 
the Frontier are on a literary level 
which serves Jewish thought generally 
and Labor Zionist philosophy 
particularly. 


| JACK KAHAN 
President 


| SHLOMO HOCHBERG 


Executive Director 





Zionist movement, on its 25th anniver- | 
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THE L. Z. O. A. BRANCHES OF CHICAGO 
greet the Jewish Frontier on the completion of 25 years as the articulate 


and courageous voice of our movement in the American Jewish 
community. May it continue its unique contribution to Zionist thought! 





EXECUTIVE 


DR. JACK ZACKLER 


President 


DANIEL GREENBERG 


Vice President 


SHULAMITH SALTZMAN 
Secretary 


HERMAN PATT 


Treasurer 


° 


GORDON BRANCH 
e 


P. Tauman 
Chairman 
M. Posner 
Vice Chairman 


A. Kotzin 


Financial Secretary 
Charlotte Freides 


Recording Secretary 


Ann Velvel 


Corresponding Secretary 








BOROCHOV BRANCH 


© 
WALTER SALTZMAN, Chairman 
SHULAMITH SALTZMAN, Secretary 


HAIM FABRICANT, Treasurer 


ISRAEL BRANCH 
we 
Ben Sosewitz 
Chairman 
E. Smolen 
Vice Chairman 


Chaikey Greenberg 
Secretary 


Marty Chaet 


reasurer 








KATZNELSON BRANCH 


e 
MOSHE STEIN, Chairman 
RENA AVNI, Recording Secretary 


MOTEL RACHMAN, Corr. Secretary 


—_—— 





BRENNER BRANCH 


6 
I. BICKSHORN, Chairman 
MRS. R. ARONSON 


DR. D. SARNAT 


SERENI BRANCH 
~ 


Lola Wasserman 
Chairman 


Lillian Freeman 
Secretary 


Etta Salita 


Recording Secretary 


Sara Freedman 
Financial Secretary 








WEST ROGERS 
PARK BRANCH 


bd 


Dorothy Aldort 


Chairman 
Nettie Pollack 


Vice Chairman 


M. Borenstein 
Treasurer 


TRADE UNION 
BRANCH 
ww 
H. Messer 


Chairman 


M. Blachman 
Financial Secretary 


J. Waz 
Recording Secretary 





BRANCH I 


Harry Goodman 


Chairman 


A. Unterman 
Recording Secretary 


B. Brodetsky 
Corresponding Secretary 








SHALOM BRANCH 
° 


Jonah Cohen 


Chairman 


Janice Cohen 
Secretary 


Herman Patt 
Treasurer 


ISRAEL HISTADRUT 
CAMPAIGN 


) 


JULIUS GINSBURG 


Genera} Chairman 


LOUIS A. SHERMAN 
Executive Board 


LAZAR SHUPAKEVITZ 
BERNARD B. JACOBSON 
Directors 
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Toronto, Ont., Canada 





We look with satisfaction and pride on the 
Frontier’s first 25 years of service to our 
movement and to the entire Jewish world. 
May it continue to fulfill its indispensable 
role in the Zionist Movement and in 
Jewish life. 





PIONEER WOMEN 


Ruth Wolfish 


President 


ISRAEL HISTADRUT 


Julius Sokoloff 


Chairman 


Dr. S. B. Hurwich 
Honorary Chairman 


George Steinhaus 


Executive Director 


AMALGAMATED 
CLOTHING WORKERS UNION 


JOINT BOARD 
CLOAK MAKERS UNION 
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sary of the Jewish Frontier. May it continue 
to expand and spread its cultural and 
Zionist influence in the American 
Jewish community. 


Also our heartfelt greetings to our beloved ' 


leader of the Labor Zionist movement, |} 


Chaver Pinchas Cruso, President of Poale | 
Zion, on his 70th birthday. May he con.' 


tinue his excellent work for Israel and the '} 


Labor Zionist ideals for many more years ' 
in the best of health. 





LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 


LEON COHEN, Chairman of Presidium 
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PIONEER WOMEN 


REBA FEIR, President 


HISTADRUT 


SENATOR CHARLES WEINER, Chairman | 


FOLKSHULN 
DR. M. KALISH, Chairman 
CAMP GALIL 


JACK FARBER, Chairman of Committee 


GERMANTOWN BRANCH 


RALPH SCHWARTZ, Chairman 


GREENBERG BRANCH 


JOE HAIMOWITZ, Chairman 


PEKELIS BRANCH 


DR. M. O. FINEMAN, Chairman 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 


BERTHA RABINOWITZ, Chairman 
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JACOB BEIN Chairman 
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FRANK FONAROFVP.......... Vice Chairman 
RUTH DIAMOND Rec. Secretary 
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RAY MORGENSTERN Treasurer 
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Branches of the Farband — Labor Zionist Order 


express the appreciation and gratitude of all its chaverim for the 
education and inspiration they have derived from the 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Best wishes on your 25th Anniversary. 





BRANCH No. 100 


New York, N. Y. 


S. GINSBERG 


Financial Secretary 











RAAB AAA AA he be te te hth tite hie he allie tlie alte A alll ctl le ln las the ll cle ale cl lla lll lle nrc canal ln calla lie lin lal la alin tr clr ttl call lean lanl cine lal tl lial theca the thal ra cla ala thine inn tlhrralira tn trnaln rails? 








BRANCH No. 551 


Bronx, N. Y. 


M. GILDIN 


Financial Secretary 


HAIM ARLOZAROFF 
BRANCH No. 15 


Bronx, N. Y. 


S. Zipper 


Financial Secretary 





LOMZER YOUTH 
BRANCH No. 484 


New York, N. Y. 
~ 


Helen Kyman 
Financial Secretary 





ASSOCIATED 
VOLYNER FRIENDS 
BRANCH No. 210 


Bronx, N. Y. 
= 


S. F. Julius 
Financial Secretary 





FRATERS BR. No. 10A 


Rego Park, N. Y. 


Bernard Goodwald 
Financial Secretary 





SHOLOM ALEICHEM 
BRANCH No. 59 


Newark, N. J. 
© 
HARRY FRUCHTER 


President 


SIGMUND LIPSON 


Vice President 


JOSEPH FRIEDMAN 
Financial Secretary 


SAMUEL RABINOVITS 
Recording Secretary 


MEYER BERDICK 


Treasurer 


PAUL DOLINKO 


Assistant Treasurer 


MEYER ALEXANDER 
Hospitaler 


MIRIAM RABINOVITZ 
Publicity 


BRANCH No. 150 


Asbury, Park, N. J. 


DOROTHY ROSENBLATT 


Financial Secretary 








MAX NORDAU 
BRANCH No. 199 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
ww 


Joseph Rothstein 
Financial Secretary 


Beth Am Center 
5418 W. BURLEIGH STREET 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 





DAVID PINSKI 
LADIES CLUB 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
~~ 


Mrs. M. Rabinovitz 
Financial Secretary 


BRANCH No. 214 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
we 


David Turchick 


Financial Secretary 


BRENNER BR. No. 79 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
@ 
MOSES PICHEY, Chairman 
ANNA RODICH, Cor. & Rec. Secretary 
MYRON SHRELL, Financial Secretary 
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Branches of Farband—Labor Zionist Order 


ARLAZAROFF 
BRANCH No. 137 


Detroit, Mich. 


© 


MORRIS SCHAVER 


Chairman 


HARRY RESNICK 
Financial Secretary 


i) 


i 


BRANCH No. 274 


Stamford, Conn. 


cod 


N. Gold 


Financial Secretary 








mt AVRUNIN BR. No. 79 


Detroit, Mich. 
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Hyman Max 


Financial Secretary 





BRANCH No. 82 


New Haven, Conn. 
® 


David Shein 
} Financial Secretary 


SHOLEM ALEICHEM 
BRANCH No. 16 


St. Paul, Minn. 
w 


J. Flasher 


Financial Secretary 





NACHMAN SYRKIN 
BRANCH No. 504 


Cleveland, Ohio 
i) 


Irving S. Packer 
Financial Secretary 








i BORACH WEINBERG 
i) BRANCH No. 527 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


© 


Dinette 


te 


4 SIMON KANE, President 
| LEON LEVITT, Financial Secretary 


Ae 
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BRANCH 41 and 41B 


Providence, R. I. 


a 


A. Koman 





BRANCH No. 54 


Omaha, Nebr. 
w 


Joseph Radinowski 


Financial Secretary 
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| PEREZ HIRSHBEIN 
) BRANCH No. 352 


1 Los Angeles, Calif. 


ha! 








© 
P. Brody 


President 


I. Newman 
Secretary 


BEN GURION BR. No. 304 


Miami Beach, Fla. 
~ 


A. Fraidlin 
Financial Secretary 








DAVID PINSKI 
BRANCH No. 296 
Montreal, Que., Canada 
o- 


F. Kantor 
Secretary 
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Greetings to the... 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


on its 


25th Anniversary 





JEWISH 
RECONSTRUCTIONIST 
FOUNDATION 
© 


Dr. Ira Eisenstein 
President 


15 WEST 86th STREET 
New York 24, N. Y. 








POALE ZION RADIO 
COMMITTEE 


Vineland, N. J. 
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COUNCIL 
PIONEER WOMEN 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
® 


MRS. PETER PIKOFSKY, Chairman 
RAE MUSICKANT, Financial Secretary 





COUNCIL 
PIONEER WOMEN 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
® 
Leah Rabner 


President 








LZOA BRANCHES: 


DANIEL YOSEF 
BRANCH No. 11 


Detroit, Mich. 
© 
Gerald Goldberg 


Chairman 


v 
BEILINSON BRANCH 


oston, Mass. 


@ 
Bernard Singer 
Chairman 








i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i en i nn i i A i ein i in in i Mi i ti is in tin in in, in A i Ml ln dn ns Mn i dilantin lta i tin linn in in dn nn Ms Mn in i tl tn, tin ln tins An in in in dns Hn in in ln ln in is in ln ln ln Ml ln ln ln ln in i i in i ls a 

















i i i i i i i 








alin Ail tila dil din di diy i tn in i Lilia ln Alin i ie A i i i 


+ 


i aii tii di i Ai dil i i Ai i nn 








74 








JEWIsH Fronm 


ee 








ST. LOUIS, MO. 





The Jewish Frontier has played a notable 
role in the progress of our people from the 
dark days of the mid-thirties to this, the 
Bar Mitzvah year of the State of Israel. 


The Labor Zionist Movement of 
ST. LOUIS 


greets the Frontier on its 25th anniversary. 





——_—_ 


LABOR ZIONIST 


ORGANIZATION 
Presidium: 
A. MELLMAN 
J. PEREZ 
A. SIMON 


COUNCIL OF PIONEER WOMEN 


Clara Citron 


President 


Beverly Shuhiman 
Secretary 


SHOLOM ALEICHEM 
BRANCH No. 17 


Morris Kraines 
President 


David Bixhorn 
Secretary 
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 





American Jewish life has been enrichej| 
and strengthened during the past | 
quarter century by the 


As Labor Zionists we are proud to be | 





| 


ISRAEL HISTADRUT COMMITTEE | 


i) 

3445 SACRAMENTO STREET K 
San Francisco 18, Calif. i 

4 


FRANKLYN K. BRANN 
LOUIS TUSSMAN 





Executive Director 


q 





JEWISH FRONTIER | 


associated with this extraordinary journal.’ 


Chairmm | 





STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 
225 KEARNY STREET 
San Francisco 8, Calif. 


ROBERT S. LAUTER 
LOUIS STEIN 


Chairman 








Labor Zionist Branches 


ARI LASHNER BRANCH 


DR. ALBERT CHAFETZ, President 


REUBIN SHILOAH BRANCH 


SYLVIA SAFIER, President 


Pioneer Women’s Clubs 


RACHEL CLUB 


FAY FRIEDMAN, President 


TIKVAH NEGEV CLUB 


SARAH BEYER, President 
e & 


Habonim Labor Zionist Youth 


Organize! 
Rosh Ket 


MARLENE GOLDFARB 
BRUCE FEIN 


HABONIM ASSOCIATES 


HERMAN SAFIER, President 








LOUIS TUSSMAN & FAMILY 
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Area Manage § 
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Chicago, Ill. 


DAVE BIEDERMAN 


St. Louis, Mo. 


SUSAN BRECHER 
New York, N. Y. 


J. GLAZER 


South Orange, N. J. 


N. GOLDRING 
St. Louis, Mo. 


BENJAMIN R. HARRIS 


Chicago, Ill. 


SAMUEL HORELICK 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 


Park Forest, Ill. 


J. ARNOLD 
Union City, N. J. 


M. ATLAS 


Houston, Texas 


F. BERT BAER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Z. BAUMGOLD 
New York, N. Y. 


CALMAN BERGER 


Toronto, Ont., Canada 


MORRIS M. BERGER 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


HYMAN BLAUSHILD 
Cleveland, Ohio 


SAM BLOOM 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


LEO BLUESTONE 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


1. BOXENBAUM 
New York, N. Y. 


HARRY BREMER 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


BRINN GLASS CO. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


DAVID BUSIS 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


JEROME KRITCHEVSKY 


Chicago, Ill. 


DR. TH. KRITCHEVSKY 


Chicago, Ill. 


ED. LERMAN 
New York, N. Y. 


A. |. LIEBSON 
Hollywood, Fla. 


ZIMEL REZNICK 
Asbury Park, N. J. 


J. ROSENSOFT 
New York, N. Y. 


ALFRED H. SACHS 


New York, N. Y. 


WILLIAM SALZMAN 


New York, N. Y. 


Sp onsors 
ALFRED CAHAN 
Cleveland, Ohio 


J. B. CHARAK 
St. Louis, Mo. 


HAROLD COHN 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


JAMES M. DREYER 
St. Louis, Mo. 


M. DUBERSTEIN 
Dayton, Ohio 


DR. HARRY ESSRIG 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


H. FABRICANT 
Chicago, Ill. 


DR. SARA FEDER 
Columbia, Mo. 


FELMAN BROTHERS 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


HERMAN FINEBERG 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


ISADORE FISHMAN 
Chicago, Ill. 


MILTON FISHMAN 
St. Louis, Mo. 


NATHAN FORMAN 
Floral Park, N. Y. 


Patrons of the Jewish _ 


DR. LESTER ARONBERG 


MORRIS SCHAVER 
Detroit, Mich. 


ALBERT SCHIFF 
New York, N. Y. 


HARRY SCHUMER 
Detroit, Mich. 


DR. HERMAN SEIDEL 
Baltimore, Md. 


REBECCA SHULMAN 
New York, N. Y. 


SAM STAHL 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


RALPH WECHSLER 
Essex Fells, N. J. 


1. WEINER 
Houston, Texas 


OSCAR J. FREEDEL 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


ALFRED J. FRIEDLANDER 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


DR. MOSES GARBER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


SUGGS |. GARBER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


HARRY GILBERT 
Columbus, Ohio 


BERNARD GINGOLD 
Chicago, Ill. 


SAMUEL H. GIVELBER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


DR. & MRS. JULIUS C. GLUCK 
Baltimore, Md. 


PHILIP GOLDSTEIN 
Detroit, Mich. 


HAROLD GRUBART 
New York, N. Y. 


HARRY HACK 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


GEORGE HALPERN 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


JULIUS HALPERN 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Vv. HANDELMAN 
New York, N. Y. 


1. HELLER 
Flushing, N. Y. 


WILLIAM HORDES 
Detroit, Mich. 


JOSEPH B. HORWITZ 
Cleveland, Ohio 


HARRY ISAACS 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


RABBI LEON A. JICK 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


JOINT BOARD CLOAK 
MAKERS UNION 
Toronto, Ont., Canada 


A. KANEE 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada 


MAX J. KLEBER 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


GEORGE J. KLEIN 
Cleveland, Ohio 


RALPH KOPOLOVE 
Dayton, Ohio 


M. KOSLOWSKY 
Chicago, Ill. 


A. KOTZIN 
Chicago, Ill. 


SOL KOTZIN 
Chicago, Ill. 


B. M. LAIKIN 
Detroit, Mich. 


DR. PHILIP LAPIDUS 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
SARAH LEDERMAN 
New York, N. Y. 
SAM LERMAN 
Louisville, Ky. 


MR, & MRS. NATHAN LERMAN 
Louisville, Ky. 


MRS. NAOMI! BEN-ASHER 
East Orange, N. J. 


MAX B. BERGER 
Pittsburgh Pa. 


WILLIAM BERGER 
Chicago, lil. 


M. BLEVISS 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


DR. & MRS. ISRAEL BLUMENFELD 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


SAMUEL BONCHEK 
New York, N. Y. 


AARON M. BORNSTEIN 
Detroit, Mich. 


ALTER BOYMAN 
Providence, R. I. 


JESSE BRONITSKY 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 


MEYER BROWN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DAVE LEVY 
Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


MORRIS LIEBERMAN 
Detroit, Mich. 


NATHAN LINDEN 
Detroit, Mich. 


SOL LUCKMAN 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


SAM E. MENDELSOHN 
St. Louis, Mo. 


EUGENE MINKOFF 
Dayton, Ohio 


ALEX MITCHELL 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada 


HARRY MONDRY 
Detroit, Mich. 


DAVID B. NEWMAN 
Toronto, Ont., Canada 


BEN NICKOLL 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


VICTOR PACKMAN 
St. Louis, Mo. 


IRVING POKEMPNER 
Detroit, Mich. 


J. RABIN 


Knoxville, Tenn. 


L. RATNER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


S. M. RATTNER 
Chicago, Ill. 


JAMES ROSS 
Youngstown, Ohio 


BERNARD SAMPSON 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


P. SHOCHAT 
New York, N. Y. 


SHEAR BROTHERS 
Dayton, Ohio 


Donors 


HYMAN B. CHANEN 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


BARUCH CLAIR 
Pittsburgh Pa. 


ABRAHAM COHEN 
Bridgeton, N. J. 


DR. & MRS. JOSEPH H. COOPER 
Hillside, N. J. 


MRS. B. DOLL 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


AARON DOREVITCH 
Chicago, Ill. 


JOSHUA DRUKER 
Brighton, Mass. 


OTTO EHRENTREN 
Chicago, Ill. 


MARK EISEN 
Newark, N. J. 


SOLOMON ELAN 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


S. M. SHEVITZ 
Detroit, Mich. 


SIEGEL BROTHERS 
Superior, Wis. 


HERMAN SIEGEL 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


MAX SIMON 
Cleveland, Ohio 


JOE SINGER 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


PEARL B. SODOWSKY 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PHILIP SOKOL 
Dayton, Ohio 


DR. S. STEIN 
New York, N. Y. 


MEYER STEINBERG 
St. Louis, Mo. 


1. STOLARSKY 
New York, N. Y. 


MAX TARG 
Chicago, Ill. 


ISRAEL |. TASLITT 
Cleveland, Ohio 


J. M. ULMER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


I. WARSHAWSKY 
New York, N. Y. 


THERMA WECHSLER 
Essex Fells, N. J. 


ROBERT WECHSLER 
Chicago, Ill. 


S. A. WITZ 
Chicago, Ill. 


IRVING WOLINSKY 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada 


DAVE ZUCKER 
New York, N. Y. 


LOUIS H. ELBAUM 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


PAULA ELMAN 
New York N. Y. 


PHILIP FELDMAN 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


ABRAHAM FREEDMAN 
Brookline, Mass. 


M. GINSBURG 
Detroit, Mich. 


RABBI ROLAND 8B. GITTELSOHN 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 


L. GLICK 
New York, N. Y. 
MR. & MRS. GERALD L. GOLDBERG 
Detroit, Mich. 


SIMA GOLDENBERG 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


MORRIS & MASHA GOLDENSTUK 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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NATHAN GOLDSTEIN 
Evanston, Ill. 


SAUL GOODMAN 
University City, Mo. 


JOSEPH GOOTMAN 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


DR. A. M. GORDON 
Louisville, Ky. 


ISAAC GOTLIB 
New York, N 


DINA & IRVING GREENBERG 
Detroit, Mich. 


BENJAMIN GREY 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


MILTON GRISHMAN 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


IRVING HABERMAN 
Sacramento, Calif. 


MR. & MRS. BERTRAM HAMLIN 
Rego Park, N. Y. 


RUDOLPH — 
Vineland, 


HERBERT HECHT 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 


MR. & MRS. =" HOFFMAN 
St. Louis Mo. 


ERMA & WILLIAM HOROWICZ 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DR. REUBEN HURWITZ 
Chicago, III. 


RUTH JOSSMAN 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


HARRY J. KAHN 
New York, N. Y. 


SAMUEL KAMESAR 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


SYLVIA KANIN 
San Mateo, Calif. 


MR. & MRS. A. KATZ 
Chicago, III. 

H. KATZ 
Elsinore, Calif. 
MORDECAI KESSLER 
New York, N. Y¥ 


N. KIRSHENBAUM 
Rochester, N. Y. 


WILLIAM KLEIN, M. D. 
Detroit, Mich. 


ROSE KOFSKY 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


RUBY & AARON KOHN 
Floral Park, N. Y. 


{ ETTA KOLODNEY 
New York, N. Y 


S. KOPKIND 
Miami, Fla. 


HAROLD KOREY 
Chicago, Ill. 


SHEINE LANCMAN 
Petaluma, Calif. 


MR. & MRS. MAX LANDY 
Newton Centre, Mass. 





ANN LEBOW 


N Los Angeles, Calif. 
M. LEFKOWITZ 
Brookline, Mass. 
G 


ARNOLD & LOTTE LERMAN 
Pine Beach, N. J. 


NORA LEVIN 
Philadelphia, Pa. 














ALVIN LIDSKY 
New York, N. Y. 





SHOSHANA LIPSHUTZ 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


LARRY MAIER 
Vineland, N. J. 


RUTH MAIZLISH 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


LAZARUS MARCOVITZ 
Brookline, Mass. 


HARRY MARKOWITZ 
Dorchester, Mass. 


ABE MARKOWSKI 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


DR. & MRS. DAVID MARKS 
Oak Park, Mich. 


ELIAS M. MELTZER 
Dorchester, Mass. 


JACK MILLER 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


LEAH NATKIN 
Miami Seach, Fla. 


JACOB — 
Chicago, III. 


MR. & MRS. HAROLD NOVECK 


Detroit, Mich. 


PETER OTTENSTEIN 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


SADIE OTTENSTEIN 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


PAPER BOX MAKERS UNION 
New York, N. Y. 


ew Tor 


MR. & MRS. HERMAN PATT 
Chicago, III. 


LOU'S PAUL 
New York, N. Y. 


C. PELTZMAN 
Havertown, Pa. 


B. PETLUCK 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


LOUIS PHILLIPS 
Oak Park, Mich. 


A. M. PINS 
Closter, N. J. 


SIDNEY POSTER 
Chicago, III. 


PHIL PRINCE 
W. Orange, N. J. 


MRS. JENNIE RAMRAS 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


LOUIS J. RICHMAN 
Farmingdale, N. J. 


MAX ROBIN 
Newark, N. J. 


E. ROBINSON 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


M. ROSEMAN 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


I. ROSEN 
Petaluma, Calif. 


MORTON ROSENBERG 
Toms River, N. J. 


JACK ROSENTHAL 
Madison, Wis. 


HERMAN ROSKES 
Baltimore, Md. 


MAX RUDY 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


PINCHAS & MINNIE SALTZ 
Chicago, Ill. 


MR. & MRS. T. SALTZER 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
DR. and Mrs. 
ALEXANDER W. SANDERS 
Detroit, Mich. 


DAVID B. SCHACKNER 
Newark, N. J. 


SAMUEL M. SCHMIDT 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


ALEX SCHREIER 
Huntington Woods, Mich. 


MR. & MRS. DAVID SEGAL 
West Hartford, Conn. 


LOUIS SEGAL 
New York, N. Y. 


MR. & MRS. PHILIP SEGAL 
Flushing, N. Y. 


MR. & MRS. I. SHAPIRO 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


SAMUEL SHAPIRO 
New York, N. Y. 


L. A. SHERMAN 
Chicago, Ill. 


LILLIAN C. SHERMAN 
W. Covina, Calif. 


YECHIEL SHWARTZ 
Hartsdale, N. Y. 


WILLIAM SIEGEL 
St. Paul, Minn. 


MR. & MRS. SAM SILVER aad Girls 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


ABE SIMON 
University City, Mo. 


JACOB & SHIFRA SPIVACK 
New Haven Conn. 


MR. & MRS. ISIDOR STARK 
Daly City, Calif. 


MENACHEM N. STRIP 
Newark, N. J. 


CLARA STUPNIKER 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


MR. and MRS. 
NATHAN H. SUGARMAN 
Chicago, Ill. 


MOSHE & ETTIE TAFT 
W. Covina, Calif. 


ELY TANNENBAUM 
Fond du Lac, Wis. 


TEMPLE RODEF SHOLOM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Waco, Texas 


V. TOFILOWSKY 
Freehold, N. J. 


DR. |. TROSSMAN 
Chicago, III. 


ISRAEL TUMIN 
Hillside, N. J. 


RUBIN UMANSKY 
San Diego, Calif. 


BRUNO WALDMAN, M.D. 
Flushing, N. Y. 


RABBI MAX WEINE 
Camden, N. J. 


MORRIS WEINGROD 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


BARUCH & SONIA WEITZEL 
Philadelphia Pa. 


BELLE WILDOFSKY 
Rochester, N. Y. 


A. WOHL 
Waco, Texas 


RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 
Cincinati, Ohio 
H. L. WOLL 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BEN YOUKILIS 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


DR. SAMUEL J. ZAKON 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Ampal Group—declares annual dividend amounting to 
approximately $1,000,000 for the year 1960 





Total Assets of Ampal Group Increased to Over $60,000,000 





“Israel Development Corporation, a registered regulated investment company 
affiliated with Ampal-American Israel Corporation, has paid its 6th consecutive annual! 
dividend amounting to $23,424. to stockholders of record as of November 30, 1960. The’ 
cash dividend this year was increased to $1.25 per share compared with a cash dividend. 
of $1.00 per share last year. In addition, the corporation transferred to its stockholden im 
tax credits on taxes paid by the corporation in Israel, bringing up the rate of dividends to 
over 6% per share for the fiscal year 1960,” stated Abraham Dickenstein, President of the 
Corporation, summarizing the activities of the Ampal group for the year 1960. He fun 
ther said that in accordance with the decision of the Board of Directors, an additional 
amount of $180,000. will be paid on February 6, 1961 to holders of the preferred shares 
of Ampal-American Israel Corporation of record as of January 20, 1961. This will be 
Ampal’s 19th consecutive annual dividend. The rate of this dividend is 6% per annum 
compared with 5% in the previous year. 


The Israel American Industrial Development Bank Lid., a subsidiary of Ampal, 
will have paid out dividends amounting to approximately $150,000., consisting of the regu 
lar payments of 6% per annum and 1% as an extra dividend to the holders of record of 
its debenture-stock as of December 31, 1960. 


Altogether, stockholders in the Ampal group will have received dividends amount 
ing to $953,424.27 in comparison with $780,400. in dividends last year. The Ampal group 
has paid during 1960 approximately $1,250,000. in interest to its debenture holders, and 
to the banks from which it borrows. 


The Ampal group’s investments in Israel include banking; oil and natural gas ex 
ploration; importing, refining and distribution of oil and oil products; oil pipelines; chemi 
cal plants; fibreboard manufacturing plants; orange and cotton plantations; rubber and 
tire manufacturing; fish canning; sugar refining; construction of commercial and reside 
tial buildings and others. The Ampal group is the largest private foreign investor in Zim 
Israel Navigation Co. Ltd. The Ampal group continues to be the largest single American 
private investor in Israel. The earnings from investments of the Ampal group, together 
with income received from interest and commissions during the fiscal year of 1960, have 
enabled the corporations in the group to derive the net profits for the payment of dividends 
as above and, at the same time, to increase their surplus funds. The Israel Development 
Corporation also had substantial capital gains from the sale of some of its holdings which 
are now traded on the Tel-Aviv Stock Exchange and over-the-counter in Israel. 


The total assets of the Ampal group, which consists of several United States cot 
porations, one Canadian subsidiary and the above-mentioned Israeli bank, have increased to 


over $60,000,000. at the end of 1960, compared to $48,000,000. at end of the previous year. 














